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7 To the moſt INT 
Illuſtrious Society 


OF THE 


KIT-CATS. 


vod Patrons of Wit and good 
Humour, and the propereſt Sub. 
pci, of it, which you bawe ſo 
Juſtly acquir d, emboldens me to preſume that 
the leaſt Attempt that way, won t fail of your 
gracious Acceptance, and generous Encou- 
ragement. Confuſion won d ſeixe me in Ad- | 
dreſſing to ſuch accompliſh'dPatrons hut that 
Modeſty is the leaft of your Vertnes, it ſcarce 
attends you to the Door of your Academy. 
Fowerful Wit, cou d I pretend any Intereſt in 
it, wou d be a much _ Maſter of the Ce 
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ręemonies 1 all the Vertues of the Greeks : , 
and Romans, tho attended with the joint 
Eloquence of Tully and Demoſthenes. For 4 
Wit is then moſt Godlike when it creates ite 
Object, and never ſparkles with ſe great 4 | 1 
Luſtre a in a Panegyrick upon” Vice and | 
Folly. To ſay no more than every body knows, 
2 2 the ſame with ſaying nothing; ſince 1; 
'tis ittle to the purpoſe, of Wit at leaſt : But 
be muſt needs have a fund of Beauty in his 
own Mind, who where no body elſe can diſ- 
cern a Charm , finds enough to Captivate.” 
PAR DO N, noble Patrons, my too for- 
ward Zeal, who without Impulſe or En- 
thuſiaſm, or any other Qi Qualification beſid, des 
a due Senſe of your Merits, audaciouſly at- 
"tempt to ſhew them to the W orld, as i 5 it 
were not fa ufficiently apprix 'd of theme alrea- 
day! None but thofe paltry Fellows the 
Church-Wardens can be ignorant of your 
Fame; but having taken an Oath, they muff 
remain as ignorant as they can in order to 
keep it. 5 
AND ob! that the i imagin' d Preſence 
= for ſo many great Men to whom I addreſs my 
N one cal ent of a more" than or- 
| ESE yy 
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dinary Genius, might inſpire and raiſe my 
Thoughts to make @ ſuitable Encomium, 
which late Poſterity might read, and won- 
der | Oppreſs'd with ſo much Merit where 
ſhall I begin | Tour Intellectual and Morat © 
Endowments , your Civil and Military Ver- 
tues, your Publick and Private Accompliſb- 
ments, being equally Valuable and Extraor- 
dinary But your Wit and good Humour 
have determin'd me; That Love to the 
Public, that Study of univerſal. Good, 
and to promote the Intereſt of the whole 


World, as far as is in your Power; gour 


indefatigable Induſtry to communicate to 
Mankind that perfect Freedom you enjoy, this 
is ſurely the height of Goodneſs | 
IN tame of Tore, the Men of Quality bad 
no Notion of Greatneſs, without Sereli 
neſs and Moroſeneſs accompanying it, they 
wou d be diſtinguiſbed from Plabeiane both 
by their Vices and their Vertuec. Ton per- 
fectiy undler ſtand, tis true, hom to maintain 
your Grandeur and noble Haugbrineſ s upon 
172 Occaſion c. As when a cluſter of ſancy 
adeſmen, thinking they have an Engliſh 
Right to ac their own, intrude into you 
A 3 Anti- 
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lu Chamber, if Cunning, Force, or Fer, 
can procure them that Privilege, and yot j 
content to paſs for bumble Suitors, will | 
needs fſhew themſelves to be rronblefome 
Duns: When an Il brell Fellow endleu- 
our to proteci a Wife, or Dungbter, or 
other wertnons Woman, from your wery Ci- 
vil Addreſſes, your noble Conrage never fails 
of being rons'd upon ſuch great Provocati- 
ons, and if the vile Offender don't ſneak 
out of your way, unarm'd as he is, you 
know hom to whip him thro' the Lunge moſt 
vuliantiy] But exctpting theſe and a fem 
other Ciſes, ſuch is your Candor and Ge- 
neroſity, you are ſo truly Good, that the 
very loweſt of the Mob may tread in your re- 
vom ned Steps, may do yon ſecret und im- 
Services; Drin and Sweur their 
Quote with the be dare treat 
freely, and are #4 ths will not be ti 
Fee with this Liberty. © © 

THE income of the Mob indeed will not 
allow them to keep pace in your elegant way 
of Living; as yet they are forc d to ſtand 

at awful Diſtance. But to your everlaſting 
. you ceaſe not to endeavour, by the 
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eof your darling * that great 
to 


| — and Transferrer of Property, 
* make tbe Tradeſman equal to the Lord. nd 


were it not for the Narrow-ſoul'd Care of 
len- ſome of your Anceſtors, who haue unluckily 
or put 4 ſtop to your Generoſity, you might 
Ci- bade an occaſion of imitating that fine A 


Gion whereby the Noble Apichu put an end 
tis to bis Claes, Life! However, in that 
which coſts them nonght, in Oaths, Blaſphe- 
mics and Execrations, the wileſt-Mechanic 
and Beggar, encourag'd by-your Bravery, 
ſcorns to come behind the Greateſt Peer. 
And ſuch bas been your Zeal and Public- 
Spiritedneſs, that almoſt every Street and 
Lane is become an Academy where this * 
toric may be learnt ! 
ONE has not, I confeſo, beard of y your 
Fame from Hochſied, Ramellies, &c. But 
every body knows that the World is Enwi- 
ous and Ungrateful, tis to jour FOR 1. 
doms, your healing, vigorous Councils, wiſe 
Debates, aud prudent Management, that the. 
Engliſh Name bas reriev 'd, or even ex- 
cell d, its antient Glory / Tow who: art.our 
Houfbold Gods con d not indeed be permit- 
A 4 ted 
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ted to leave the Iſland, and expoſe your | 
precious Lives, your All, to ſeek, for Lau- 
rels on a foreign Shore: Wit ſo conſum- | 
mate as yours, knows how to gather them F; 
at home, at leſs Expence, and to reap the | 
Fruits of Victory far from the Dangers of | 
War. For to ſpeak 4 bold Truth, upon | 
your Principles,” none but an Engliſh-man, | 
who has more Courage than Brains, wou d 
expoſe his Perſon, and run the Riſque of his 
Life in a Battel, or in the Trenches, did 
he not believe to the utmoſt, and ſtrive 
to have Hope that be ſhall come off ſafely. 
| "Tis certain he muſt never conſult bis Rea- 
| {on after your exact Method, Jo know the 
Cheat of future Hopes and Fears, or this 
won d turn him often a- drift, (a civil 
Phraſe for running away ) it wou'd ſbew 
him 4 great deal of harm in ſuch a Venture; 
no leſs than the Hazard of all his Satisfa- 
ction and Happineſs in this World, and 
that without any Advantage of Recom- 
mendation to another. I queſtion much 
whether the Proweſs of our Invincible Ge- 
neral, great as it is, wou d ever have been 


able reve given us occaſion for One Te De- 
: um, 
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m, were his Army compor d of ſuch Men 


- Rof Wit, and did they allow themſelves time 
50 think : Unleſs he bad the Happineſs to 
¶inſure them in his Good Fortune, as well 
Ras to inſpire them with his Valour. 


A ſorry Roman, who knew no better than 


to return to his Plough from the Head of 
4 ITriumphant Army, to dine upon Turneps, 


dreſs'd by his own viclorious Hands ; and 
who like a wery Ruſtic, | choſe to eat in 
Earthen Diſbes rather than have a Ser- 
vice of Plate; ſuch an one might prefer the 
good of his Country, future Fame, and a 
ne Poſt in Elyſium, before his Life, and 
like thoſe Warlike Enthuſiaſts of whom we 
read in Antient Hiſtory, Curtius, and the 
Decii, dewote himſelf for the ſafety of bis 
Country: But for Men perfeSily well in. 
ructed in the noble Myſtery of good Eat- 
ing and Drinking, and all the other re- 
quifites to a voluptuous Life; Men who 
ave the Fortitude to let the Cries and 

ears of whole Troops of Orphans and 

idows go unregarded, but who will ſuf- 
fer no part of Voluptuouſneſs to paſs by 
hem, nor meanly curb any of their looſeſt 
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Defres: ſparing neither Pains nor Coſt to 
l Tin? rabe w Wales . 
17 Delight ; for ſuch as theſe to lege e the ; * 
Delicacies of the Town for the Fatignes of pi 
a Campagne, were moſt Unreaſonable, and % 
not be expected. Unleſs that Anti- 
ſaving of Souls which is now the Heroic iii 
Paſſion of your exalted Spirits, and is be- 
come in a manner your chief Care, and 
the very end of all your Conſultations, has 
inſpir d you with that hopeful Project of | 
inſtructing the Valiant Youth of the Nati- 
on, to reconcile the Luxaries of their Min- 
ter Quarter to the Rigors of a Camp. For 

thank our Stars] neither is our Climate ſo 
bad, nor our Diſcipline ſo ſevere, as that 
Britains ſhou d be forc d to Live like Swedes. 
Far be ſuch Manners from us! be they 
left to Unpoliſh'd Northern Heroes, whoſe 
want of Gouſt ſuffers them to reliſh nothing 
but Prudence and Juſtice, Temperance and 
Fortitude, an unblemiſb'd Faith, and ſpot- 
leſ Honour. , 

AND by the way, it may be a Problem 
worthy the Reſolution of your Famons H(- 
ſembiy, why a Prince in the Vigonr of buff n 
Youth 
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ſt to Youth and a full Tide of Proſperity, whoſe 
eve- WE merftanding keeps pace with his Conrage, 
«the | boſe Wiſdom is as Conſummate in Forming 
"1 Vir Deſigns, as bis magnanimous Soul is On- 
Hlaunted and Happy in the Execution, whom 
-p Difficulties can no ſeeming Impoſſs- 
ic wy diſcourage, — 2 Gaps, leſs Victorious 
iin the Cabinet than in the Field; how comes 
it that ſuch a Prince ſbon d find no Pleaſure 
hut in the Paths of the ſevereſt Vertue ant 
real Glory? That be ſhou'd value nothing 
i. lite his Bible, and tho he fludies it daily, and 
conforms bimſelf to its Rules, be of ſofound 
a Judgment, and clear a Head, as to be 
wholly incapable of all ſorts of Panic? 
BUT why do Lmention ſuch little Heroes, 
as are fort d to ſeek occaſions Abroad, of 
ewing their Conduct and exerciſing their 
28 ? Tour perfect Heroiſm makes Oppor- 
hitities, and finds in every Place an ample 
Theatre for your Merits. The Bath, the Wells 
md every Fair, each Chocolate, Gaming 
Houſe and Tavern reſounds with your No- 
ble Exploits. Newer were any Men's Inven- 
A(-Wtions fo Fruitful in Ways and Meas 10 cul- 
vate — 3 and ſpread their Ex- 
amples ! 
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amples ! * Tis to this Indufiry, that Her Ma. 
jeſty and the Illuſtrious Honſe of Hanover 
are oblig d for the Pains hon take in the 
Education of ſuch a hopeful Race as pon 
towardly Kitlings! Who being got above all 
ſorts of Pannic, and ſet looſe from all Reve- 
rence for Oaths, which are an Appeal to an 
inviſible Being, whom you know little of, 
and to whom you ſay, Depart from us, ma) 


be able to beat the French King at his ownl ki 5 
Weapon, and to Triumph over him as much | "0 
in the glorious Conqueſt of Pats and Treal * 
ties, as your fellow Subjects" do in taking 1 1 
Cities and ſubduing Armies. 74 


SOME fem mean Souls, who wou'd fain 
paſs for Generous or Charitable, beſtow non 
and then a ſcanty Alms and ſo orry Pittance, 
upon a Relation, a Neighbour, or who come: 
farſt to band, juſt enough to keep their Head 
above Water, not to remove or end their Mi. 
2 but to continue it in the * P 9284 kind 


oluti 


to the building. or h _— a Church, and i966 
ſhew their Value for Religion by the Pp ropor 1 80. 


tion between their 0 Df rings to the Tewph 


and 


the 
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nd their Bounty to the Theatre; or perhaps 

1 5 bequeath Money to their Heirs to found 
n Hoſpital. Your Liberal Souls above this 
F ord; Management, ſhew daily ( perhaps 1 
ght to except Sundays, and perhaps not) 
| C great a Contempt of Wealth, as to riſque 
0 inconſiderable part of your Fortunes = 


le of on a Card or Die! 

Jo ſay all in a Word, leſſer] Patriots do 
OM ut venture their E lates, or Lives at moſt 
nc or the Public, and hade a preſent return of 
* Honour and Reputation for it, when Envy 
aking, ull allow it em, and that they meet with 


rateful Fellow-Ci itizens; beſides what will 
ome in hereafter, when they are got out of 
he Reach of Detraction, and ſtand in ub 
Bodies way. But the Grandeur of your 
inds, and your Natural Humanity, which | 
ncites you as Fathers of your Country, to | 
render Happy a conſiderable part of Man- 
kind by your Care, ſpurs on your Noble Re- 
olution to ſacrifice your very Souls, and all 6 
our Hopes of Eternity, for their Encou- 4 
ragement and Example; and to confirm them | 
in that profound Maxim, That a Bird in | 
the Hand i is worth two mn the Buſh, 2 | 
| 


with landing 
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withſtanding that a Man may infallibly take 
the Two if it be not thro his own Fault. 
Nor can it be deny d to your immortal Re- 
nown, ibat neither the Credit of a Court, 
the Power of a Nobility, nor the Awful: 
neſs of a Church, can give Religion Pro- 
tection, ſince you have wittily and ingenu- 
ouſly dreſs'd her up in the Habit of Impo- 
ſture, and as ſuch Arraign'd her in every 
Shape and Appearance. She only finds an 
Aſylum in our Sowereign's Breaſt, for you 
purſue her to the Palace Gates ! The obſti- 
nate Vertue and Piety of the Queen, tis 
true, remain unconquer d, nothing but the 


Reduction of theſe is wanting to your Tri- 


amphs. For there are among thoſe whoſe Bu- 
ſineſs is Religion, Men ſo far from Biggot- 
try, ſuch avow'd Enemies to Superſtition, 
and to any thing called by theſe Names, that 
tho' they do not think it Decent to chant 
Encomiums upon all your Actions, yet are 
ſuch excellent Diſtinguiſbers, as not to con- 
found the Leſs with the More Praiſe-wor- 
thy. They have ſo much Reverence for the 
Zulgar and common Opinion, as not to Ap- 
plaud what theſe are pleas'd to call Profane 
1 Cabals; 


— 
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Cabal; but they rejoyce home der in the good 
Effects of them. They don't juſtify you as 
Atheiſts, but they tolerate you as Deiſts and 
Socinians, by a peculiar Act of Indulgence 
oder and-abowe the Act of Toleration; and 
they Adore you as Patriots. They expeëi not 
that you ſhon d be without Fault, alas! we 
lide not in Plato's Commonwealth, but in 
the Dregs of Gothic Monarchy ! Tour pub- 
lic Spirit, your honeſt and unwearied In- 
duſtry, per fas & nefas, to ſerve your Coun- 
try, are Vertues that atone for every thing! 
MAI the Government Rewatd you ac- 
cording to your Merits, and the ſignal Ser- 
vices you perform ! If any one ſuſpects your 
Allegiance to your Prince, becauſe of your 
avowd Oppoſition to the King of Kings, and 
is therefore apt to raiſe Calunmies againſt - 
you, and trouble the Repoſe of the Nation 
with needleſs Fears and Fealouſies let ſuch 
an one know that it is the Felicity of the pre- 
ſent Age to reconcile Contradictione, and no 
Men more fit to do it than your Witty Selves. 
For this Keaſon then, it wow'd be the high- 
eſt Ingratitude and want of Conduct, not to 
fx you in Places of greateſt Honour and 
| Truſt, 
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* 


Truſt, Power and Profit, for which jon are 
ſo extremely well qualified, Profit at leaſt, 


your vaſt Expences requiring this Supply. 


Whereas Honour and Truſt may be left in 


Meaner. Hands. However, be you in Place 


or out of it, ſo long as your Morals ſhine 


in their preſent Luſtre, you cannot but he 
equally efteem'd, belov'd and adher'd to 


by One who makes no doubt of your Pro- 
tection. | 


Por in our ſcribling Times 
No Fool can want a Sot to praiſe his 


. 


Lines: Fg” 
The flatteſt Work has eyer in the Court, 
Met with ſome zealous Aſs for its ſupport: 
And in all times a forward, ſcribling Fp 


Has found {ome greater Fool to cry him 


— — — — — 


up. | 
"of Art of Poetry, Canto ]. 


AN 


I will plain! ly peer to the 
W Reader, without an Adver- 
tiſement, that-I had a ſort of 
Ambition to be an Author: 
Whether for my own Private 
Glory, or _ Public Good, or. both toge- 
i ther, if he be an Artiſt he will diſcern. 
OP For theſe however ſeparable in our Deſign, 
um are, or ought to be, but one and the ſame 
in the Performance. Had the Letter that 
put this Thought in my Head come ſooner 
J. to hand, or were I Maſter of more Time 
or greater Quickneſs, yon had had this more 
in Seaſon, that is, ſoon, without Queſtion. 
However, if one's Thoughts are Juſt and 
Good, they can never be our of Seaſon ; 
if Falſe and Impious, . they are never in. 


PPT; what ſhall a Writer do to pleaſe 
by” both 


T®, 
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both his Reader and himſelf? If his Un- 
derſtanding is of the Right Pitch, it will 
give him no little trouble to let it down ſo 
low as is neceſſary to take with the Many. 
And ſuppoſing he condeſcends to this, by 
what way and means ſhall he keep up his 
Character among the Knowing? 2 
is given up to Pedants; Good Sence is diſ- 
cern'd only by the Few who have it; for 
one may modeſtly ſay, that it is not the 
Birth-Right of every Reader. Tho' more 
are Born to, than make Uſe of, 1t; the 
Right Uſe, at leaſt, and don't put it d fonds 
perdu, in an Annuity for Life. To be 
Witty, if a Man knows how, is the only 
way to pleaſe. Wit is the Salt that gives 


à gout to any Carrion : Nothing ſo Pro- 


fane, or Lewd, but ſhall be reliſh'd if it 
dals for Wit. Hence it is that few Men, 
if any, have the Continency to keep a Wit- 
ticiſm to themſelves, tho' the bringing it 
into Company coſts them ever ſo dear. Par- 
don me therefore, gentle Reader, that I am 
no more able than other People, to conceal 
my Witty Thoughts, or what I take to 
be ſo. Ws L £ þ «#4 | LY 1 . 

I ſhou'd now fall into a Method, define 
Wit, deſcribe it by infallible Characters, 
and give a hint where, and for what, it 


may be Purchas d. I ſay Purchasrd, for 


doubtleſs it wou'd be a Grievance not to be 
endur'd by an Inligbrned People, if Wit 
ſhoud not be Vendible as well as every 
* "I other 


define 
icters, 
lat, ft 
1, for 
to be 
F Wit 
every 
other 


really 
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other thing, except an Honeſt Man and his 
Inflexible Conſcience. But let it be remem- 
ber'd, that it is of the very Eſſence of Wit 
to be out of Rule, and above all Meaſure. 
The Brillant Thought is to be taken as it 


comes, and not awkardly ty'd to a Hun- 
dred dull ones, for Order's ſake. Beſides, 
Method is a Reſtraint, not to be ſuffer'd 
by Free Writers in a Free Nation. So Free 
that not any thing is ſacred enough to be 
Privileg'd ; not our Laws, nor our Reli- 
gion, not our Sovereign, nor our GOD. 
Perhaps our Senators and their Dependents 


may be excepted; but not out of any Reve- 


rence to their Character, but thro! a certain 
Pannic we are thrown into upon Conſidera- 
tion of their Power. Power which tho? 


fingle Perſons may have the Goodneſs not 


to Uſe, yet Bodies of Men ſeldom fail to 


exert in Vindication of their own Autho- 


rity. | 
15 is to be hop'd that we are not in 
ſearch of ' Fairy Treaſure, but that there is 
ſuch a thing as Wit; tho? *tis not 
to be diſcern'd by every Eye, For. why 
ſhou'd ſome Men loſe their Friends, others 
their Preferment, ſome their Lives, and 
too many their Souls, for a Jeſt, if there 
were r init? or nothing to the Pur- 


poſe? Unleſs Wit and Fool, as contradi- 


ctory as they appear, are only different Ex- 

preſſions of the ſame Thing. And if Words 

are the Dreſs of Thought, as ſome have 
2 


L B call'd 
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.calF'd 'eni, then Wit is taken to be our 
Holy-day Clothes, Lace and Embroidery, 

which few are of Ability to wear every 

Day : But Words without any determmate 

Thought or Meaning, may well be rec- 

kond a fort of Scare- Crow. And there 

are, and theſe not the worſt Judges, who 

affirm, that if one takes but the Courage to 
face our Gallant Wits, how glaring ſoever 
| they appear at a diſtance, when he comes 

1 up to them, they will be found to be no 

| better than Scare-Crows. 

| Harry wou'd it be for us poor Writers, 
| to have a Standard fixt whereby to judge of fe 
j Wit. Provided that Magiſtracy does not in- 

| Letter cn. Ferpoſe in the Buſineſs, it being a hard mat- CC 
| 

| 

| 


"Al 


>. Mo FR Oo as em am... ai. os. 


cerning En ter (in the Opinion of ſome Beaux Eſprits) ta 
9 * 5 for a Government to ſettle Wit, Tho' a very O1 
eceeaſie thing to L and his Friends, ab 
who are usd to examine things by a better A 
Standard than that of Faſhion, or the common alc 


if we {ſuppoſe him to be a Rich Lord, a- tet 
bounds in Wit. Boileau ſhall be my Vou- ca 
! cher, Quicongue eff Riche à tout, &c. Nor in 
| Can he and his Friends, thoſe Noble Actors“ my 
| 


| | Tafie. For doubtleſs my L ***, eſpecially At 


do a more conſiderable Service to Mankind, Bu 

than by putting their Stamp upon Genu- % 
! ine Wit; that the ſpurious may no longer Ci: 
| . paſs among us, at leaſt not under their Pro- J. 
tection. Much time and pains wou'd this tine 
| fave us, to be laid out to better account; it I Yer 
| wou'd keep. vs from cracking our Brains, I of 
| 51185 3 diſturbing 


are yet fewer who have the Wit to 
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diſturbing the Public, and damning our 
Souls, in prolling after ſomewhat Witty, 
and New, and out of the Way. Tho' after 


all, our Labour is commonly to little pur- 
poſe; thro' a ſtrong Imagination we appear 
very great ita to our ſelves, and very foa- 
liſo to other People. Few being Able, or 
Kind enough to ſhew us where we fail, aud 
to put us upon the Right Scent. And they 
prokt 
by ſuch Counſels, and to be duly ſenſible of 
ſuch a Favour. It being Infallibly True, 
that a Fool is Wiſer in bis own Conceit, than 
ſeven Men who can render a Reaſon.” + 

We are indeed very far from being agreed 
concerning Wit; it is a much more uncer- 
tain and arbitrary thing than either Reaſon, 
or Religion. He who will but honeſtly ſer 
about it, may diſtinguiſh theſe by a little 
Application. For Truth carries its Evidence 
along with it, and ſhines by its own Light: 
And True Religion has its Infallible Cri- 
terions. No Man of tolerable Sence, hut 
can diſcern Reaſon when ſhe is on his ſide; 
in other Caſes, he is juſt as much an Ene- 
wy to Reaſon, as ſhe is oppoſite to him; 
But as for Wit, neither the Men who are 
all Air and Humonr, a Temper which thro' 


2 5 


Civility Lihall not call Inconſiderateneſa, or Ib. p. 34. 


Madneſs, as a certain Letter unluckily de- 


tines it; nor thoſe who delighting in a ſo- 1b. p. 21. 
ber kind of Chearfulneſs, (the Good Humony Ib. p. 35. 


of that Writer,) are a degree, or fo, re- 
| 3 mov'd 


| 22 Ax Exqvizxy AFTER Wrrt. 
mov'd from the Manſions of the other; 
| none of theſe have as yet ſettled with them- il 
. so. ſelves any Notion of Wit. Its Patrons have 
| indeed acted their parts ſo unskilfully, have 
ll ſo-pyzzled and confounded both themſelves | 
| p. 38. and their Neighbours, with odd and con- 
trary Stories told up and down concerning 
Wit, that it will be a very hard Task t 
P. 3. preſerve Wit at all in the World. Liberty 
having been aſſum'd of late, to put off any 
 fordid Feſt, mere Drollery or Buffoonery, un- 
der the Name of Vit, and by this Impoſture 
to take with the Men of Senſe and Breeding, 
as they wou'd be thought. Nor is it eaſy 
to diſtinguiſh the finer and truer Wit from 
the ſordid Feſt, the Ridicule from the Buf- 
foonery , both having ſtood the Teſt of 
Bartlemy Fair; been daily ſwallow'd by, 
and had the Approbation, the Preſence at 
leaſt, of the Men of Wit, the Great Vulgar 
as well as the Small. 
EvEN the celebrated Letter to my Lord 
What-de-ye-calhim ? can't maintain its 
| Character: Tho' one wou'd think, Chri- 
i ſtians might eaſily be agreed in their Opi- 
N nion of its Merits. Some are pleas d to 
ö reckon it a very poor, incoherent, contra- 
dictory, ſenſeleſs, Piece; weak in every 
0 thing but Malice to Religion, and even to 
GOD Himſelf ; which it vents without 
Fear, or Wit, any farther than a chiming | 
Period, or a far-tetch'd inuendo can pretend. f 
By others it is cry'd up as nn | 


P. 17. 
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for Language, Thought, and all that 
Tis induſtriouſly ſpread in the Nation; 
& put, by way of ABC, into the hands of 

every young Fellow, who begins to {peak 


1 

+ 

+ = 
- 

3 

#. 


great ſwelling Words, againſt what he Will 
not Underſtand, becauſe he is Reſolv'd not 
to Practiſe: And ſent, by way of Miſſion, 
into Foreign Parts, upon that bepeful Pro- 


je4! which is now the Heroic Paſſion of 


exalted Spirits, the ſaving of -Men's Senſe, 
by the Damning of their Souls! A New fort 
of Policy, unknown to Mankind, till Wits 
had the Condeſcenſion and Goodneſs to be- 
come Patriots. For until this Bleſſed Age 
of Liberty ! which has made us fo much 
Wiſer than our Fathers, and that Men of 
Wit, found it turn to their Account to be 
Men of Buſineſs; it was never thought a 
Service to the Public to expoſe the Eſta- 


bliſh'd Religion, no not when it was ever 


{o falſe and ridiculous in it ſelf, to the Con- 
tempt of the People. The ſtrongeſt Preju- 
dice and moſt plauſible Argument, that the 
Wiſe and Good, among the mighty Princes 


and Emperors of the World, had againſt that 


ſubduing Force of Reaſon and Miracle by 
which Chriſtianity made its way thro? all 
Oppoſition, was the Danger of innovating 
upon the Recerv'd Religion and Faith of 
their Anceſtors, the Maintenance of which 
was ſo neceſſary to the Public Peace, as 
they ſuppos d. 161 of 50 

The Divineſt Ae, had appear d ever 


23 


P. 29. | 


. 


P. 84. 


oy in 
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inthe Heathen World, than whom none had 
EY a greater Teſtimony of an Invincible 
odneſs, or @ greater Demonſtration that 

there was no Impoſiure either in his Character 
or Opinions; for his Good Humour was ſuch, 
as to be content ed to be Ridicul'd:- This very 
Man; who in Reality lov'd the Public, and 
provid himſelf a true Patriot by preferring 
his Country's Intereſt at all times before his 
own” Private Advantage; who ſiudy'd Uni- 
verſal Good, and to promote the 2285 of i 
the whole World, as far as was in his Power, fj 
and hereby arriv'd; one wou'd think, at the 5 
height of Goodneſs and that Temper which i 
v2 call Divine; even Socrates himſelf Joſt 
his Life upon a Suggeſtion that he deſpis qd 
the Religion of his Country; and in the 
height of Witty Times, was condemn'd by 
the Voice-of the Peop le, the Witty People IM fur 
of Athens whoſe Voie, without doubt, Fat 
is -efteem'd by Wits, more Divine than the ee 


Voice of GOD. *Tis true, as the Le- wil 
ter obſerves, that his being moſt abomi- ¶ low 
nubhj ridicuPd by the wittieſt of all Poets, in N P 
a whole Comedy torit and ated on purpoſe, aden; 


was fo far from ſinking his Reputation, or 
fuppreſſmg bis Philofophy, that they both en- 
creasd the more for it. But it is alſo true, 
tho' the Letter out of a Flight of Wit and 
Ingenuity ſuppreſſes it, that for the preſent 
it coſt him his Life, leaving him nothing 
beſides the Conſcience of his Integrity, 


RB he guarded to the laſt with molt 
| ſcrupulous 
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1 ſcrupulous Niceneſs, and the Hope of Im- 
W mortality, a ſorry Conſolation in the Opi- 
nion of our Men of Wit | 2 


Bor their Opinion is not like the Laws 


W of the Medes and Perſians, Unalterable. 
They did not formerly think Religion fo 
& Ulſcleſs to the Public, as by their way of 
treating it they ſeem to deſire it ſhou'd 
8 now appear. So far from this, that one of 
their moſt formidable Arguments againſt 


Religion was its being a Political Machine, 


invented by Governors to manage and awe 
the People. But the Snaffle of Conſcience 
is perhaps worn out; it has been ſo much 
ſtretch'd and bent to contrary deſigns, as to 


become inſignificant. And now that Men 
of Wit are pleas d to ſtudy Politics, they 
have, it's like, diſcover'd a better Art to 
ſupport Government, than our dull Fore- 
Fathers were aware of, Our Rulers are in- 
oed extremely oblig'd to them, that they 
will ſo far agree with Antient Policy, as to al- 
low that it ig neceſſary a People ſhou'd bave b. 27, 28. 
a Public Leading in Religion; and that th 
deny the Magiſtrate a Worſhip, or tale away 
a National Church, is as mere: Enthuſiaſm as 
the Notion which fets up Perſecution. It 


W muſt be confeſs'd they give an admirable 


Reaſon for this: *Tis juſt of as much mo- 


ment in their Opinion, as that there ſbou'd 


be public Walks, as well as private Gardens; 
and a Man has juſt as much Reaſon to 
walk in one as in the other, as the Fun- 


OY, 


26 


P. TY 


P. 31. 


holds no compariſon with what is every 


Men's Senſe, by his new fort of Saint-erran- 
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cy, the Natural Paſſion of Enthuſiaſm, takes 
him al. K. 7 
Bur Politics apart; might I preſume. to 
give a Character of ſo great a Man as my 
Lord s Correſpondent, I wou'd ſay, 
that Bayes: himſelf is many bars ſhort of 
him, as having never wrote any thing com- 
parable to this Letter. For a Good-humour'd Wi 
Man, may by one firong Act of an animated 
Faith, and a Good-will into the bargain, i ; 
work himſelf up to a Belief of finding in 
ze all the Eloguence of Tully, the Wit of i 
Horace, the Beauties of Virgil, and Demon- 
ftrations. of Euclid. Milton's Blank-Verſe 


where ſprinkled in our Letter; whoſe 
ſingular and choice Expreſſions, are ſuitable 
to its Juſtneſs of Thought, and Strength of 
Reaſoning; to the Author's Zeal to ſave 


try, and his Soul-reſcuing Spitit. The [Let- 
ter, in a word, is a very Drawcanſir of a 
Book. It cia and ſlaſpes all that Men have 
hitherto. accounted Sacred; is ſo ferce 4 
Hero, as to fright the Good Cbriſtian with 
its Pannics;, ſnub up the Prieſts of all Deno- 
minetions; Se whole Armies of Martyrs; 
and does: what it will, without regard to 
Truth or Juſtice, Decency or — 
Preferring that one Quality of turning ever) 
thing into Ridicule, above all your Moral of 
Chriſtian Virtues put together. | 
 Pook Bayer was but a puny in Wit, When 
as 
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as an Ingenious Author tells us, he libell d Preface ro 


the Court, blaſpbem' d Kings, abu d one Na- vr _— 


e to Win, rail'd at the greateſt part of another, ther Tran 
my and laid all the Indignities imaginable on **"* 2 5 
lay, W:b- only Eftabliſh'4 Religion; and all this 

t- of it of a Natural Propenſity be bad to Malice, 


and a particular Inclination to doing Miſchief 
Our Letter-writer does ſomewhat more ex- Letter, 
traordinary; for endeavouring to put himſelf P. 34 
in 25 Good Humour as is poſſible ,, not only in 


in ordinary good Humour, but in the beſt of b. $1. 
it of 8 Humours, and in the ſweeteſt, kindeſt Diſ- 
nou Paſition of his Life, he repreſents the great- 


eſt Men, Heroes, Stateſmen, Poets, Orators, p. 82. 
and even Philoſophers themſelves, as Enthu- 


hoſe ſiaſts, who, as he elſewhere explains him- 
table ſelf, are no better than Madmen ! He ſup- 
th of poſes Men in general to be wonderfully hap- p. s. 
fave y in a Faculty of deceiving themſelves when- 
1 85 ver they ſet heartily about it; and without 


doubt he ſpeaks his own and his Lord's | 
of a Experience. According to him; there is F. 32, 33. 
have nothing wanting but an Inquiſition, or ſome 
Te d formal Court of Fudicature, to bring 'back 
wit BY he cobole Train of Heathen Gods, and make p. zr. 
Deno- WE our cold Northern Iſland a new Arcadia, even 
rig theſe latter Days of Wit; and tho never p. 14. 
ird o was there in our Nation a time known, when 
nne. Folly and Extravagance of every kind was more 
ever) BY ſharply inſpected, or wittily ridicul'd ! Reli- 
orale gion, which has hitherto been venerated by 
Humane Nature, by the Wiſeſt and Great- 
eſt Nations, and the moſt Excellent Perſons 
among 


when, 
* 


Queſtion, What do you. do when you Write 


P. 77. 


little afraid 


| *Tis I that call, . Milo's End, 


ftewd rundes, taking Phyſick, and letting 


ſter in Ridicule Hugh Peters, fortitie your 
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among them, he wou'd have to be no better 
r- Far miſinem Andie ſo 
— thinking with his peculiar 
— and Pleaſantneſs, on ſuch a Subject 
a GOD Himſelf, that Awful Majeſty, the 
Thunder of whoſe Power the whole Crea- 
tion cannot bear, nor any Mortal under- 
ſtand! as to repreſent Him, without Juſtice, Wh 
or Honour, ſo Good as to be Good for no- 
thing ! Deteſted be the Blalpleuly % 


Learn, den Crotona s Brawn Wreſtler cries, 
1 Mortal, and be Tr imely Wiſe! Ml 


Weds'd in that Timber which he ſtrove to rend. 


WEIII after ſuch Freedoms, as our Let- 
zer-roriter has taken with his Maker, and 
my Lord ***'s encouraging, or at leaſt not 
diſcountenancing him in it, they can't reckon 
it ill Manhers if one asks them Mr. Bayes's 


and Read ſuch Epiſtles? With what do you | 
prepare your | felves © The making uſe of 


Blood, are not powerful enough. Do you 
then ſwallow Cyium, according to the me- 
thod of no ſmall Modern Wir? Or do you, in 
imitation of your great Predeceſſor and Ma- 


ſelves. with à Bottle, or ſo? A Nations, | 
you ee ee. their Lymphaticks, ef this | 
Lind, 
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etter 4 : ind, who are thrown into ſuch Tranſports as 

is ſo ¶vercome their Reaſon. And Horace's p. 79.” 
uliar 4 42581 ( | 
bet WY Plenoque Bacchi pectore turbidum 


the LTMPHATUR 


rea- ſc cms to me to mean no more than that the 
nder-¶ good Poet had been a little too free with 
ſtice, his Falern Wine. Be communicative, Gen- 

r no- tlemen, I beſeech you, it will never be al- 
low'd that you ſtudy Univerſal Good, it you 
Nenvy the Public ſo choice a Secret. The - 
cries, 9 many good People of your Principles and 

ſe! acquaintance, who, as the Letter tells us, 
woud have leſs Fear, and be eaſter in their p. 62; 
rend. ¶ Nſindi, if they were but aſſur'd that they 
ad only mere Chance to truſt to, will be 
Let. ¶ much oblig'd to you for fo choice a Cordial. 

„ and {WM Beſides, for ought one knows, it may ena- 

ſt not ¶ble us to diſcern, how thoſe People come to 
eckon ¶ be Good, who wou'd be better pleas'd with 
ayess the Frightful Notion of forlorn Nature, and a 
Write Wt atherleſs World, than with the comfortable 
Wone of a common Parent, and the beſt natur d 
Mind in the World; fince we are told, it is P. 5 
letting N impalible that any but an ill-naturd Man 

o you can wiſh againſt the Being of a GOD; which 

e me- e wiſhing againſt the Public, and even againſt 

ou, in {one's private Good too, if rightly underſtood. 

d Ma- For until we are farther enlightned, our Au- | 


; your MWthors ſublime of Reaſon ſeems to us to have 
ations, cd him into that Figure in Wit, which Men, 
F this MWwho aſpire no higher than common Senſe, 
kind, Fre pleas'd to call a Contradiction. 


Bur 
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Br GOD be thank'd, there are not fo 


P.54. many I-naturd Men. in the World as our 


P. 63. 


Author imagines, ſuch Enemies to the Pub- 
lic, and themſelves too, as to wiſh againſt the 
Being of a GOD. He is exceedingly out in 
his Reckoning, when he tells us, that no 
Body trembles to think that there ſhould be 
n GOD. I can aſſure him that were it 
poſſible for, ſuch a Thought to enter into 


my Mind, I. ſnou d Tremble at nothing 


more; and I dare ſay there are very many 
Reaſonable Perſons who wou'd do the ſame. 
It is a Rational and Well-grounded Aſſu- 


Tance of the Divine Preſence, which I ſup- 


poſe one may be allow'd to fay 1s much 
more able than the Inagin'd or even Real 


13. Preſence of my Lord ***, and all his Friends 


about him, to —— the Spirits, exalt the 


Genius, and elevate the Mind to the ſub- 


limeſt pitch that Human Nature is capable 
of; it is that Preſence, and that alone, 


which makes the World a tolerable place, 


and a wiſe Man content to live among its 


Deceitful and Il-natur'd Inhabitants. Cou'd 
{ perſuade my ſelf there is no GOD, or 
that I do not owe the moſt abſolute Obe- 


dience to all his Commands, and to this 


among the reſt, that I maintain the Poſt He 


has plac'd me in, till He thinks fit to call 
me off, I wou'd not ſtay a Day longer in 
it; nor be tempted by all the Allurements 
1 the World could offer, to run the riſque of 

— Pain and Diſſatisfaction Human Nature 


18 


* 
1 ett fue. 
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tineſs inſeparable from all Earthly Enjoy- 
ments. 5 b | 
Bur every one has their Taſte. It is 
ſome Men's Zult that they love to wallow 
in Senſual Delights; and they may call it 
mine, that IJ have little or no reliſn of Short, 
Tranſitory, Imperfect Pleaſures; that I efteem 
it beneath the Dignity of a Rational Nature, 
to dwell upon the Pleaſures of Senſe, or to 
taſte them otherwiſe than en paſſant, to ſup- 
the Neceſſities of the Body; and that 
the Pleaſures of the Mind, tho' the proper 
Pleaſures, and therefore the greateſt, of a 
Reaſonable Creature, confider'd as ſuch, are 
too imperfect in this prefent Life to give 
us full Satisfaction. The wiſeſt of Men 
having long fince pronounced, that in much 
Wiſdom is much Grief, and that he who in- 
ereaſeth Knowledge increaſeth Sorrow. There- 
fore, as in caſe of Suffering, one wou'd not 
deſire to fall into the hands of Men, whoſe 
tender Mercies are for the moſt part Cruel; 
but into the hands of GOD, for as His 
Majeſty is, fo is his Mercy: For the ſame 
Reaſon they wou'd depend upon Him only 
for their Happineſs, whoſe Bounty is like 
His Nature, Infinite and Eternal. 
Ap yet my Notion of a Deity is very 
different from that which the Letter wou'd 
inſinuate, and that exceſſive Goodneſs it is 
ſo fond of. My Idea of GOD is that which 
"He who beſt knows His own Nature, and 


75 


31 
is expos d to, and that Diſguſt and Ep. 
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pleas'd to give of Himſelf. That he 1s The 
LORD, the LORD GOD, Merciful and 
Gracious, Long: ſuſfering and abundant in 
Gooaneſs and Truth, keeping Mercy for Thou- 
ſands, forgiving Iniquity, and Tranſgreſſion, 


| 
iq 
1! . — 
p. 61. is ſo good as not to deceive us, has been 
| 


and Sin, to thoſe who Confeſs and Forſake 


them ; and that will by no means clear the 
Guilty; For by continuing in their Impe- 
nitency, they make and judge themſelves 
unworthy of His Favour, but proper Ob- 
jects of His Unerring Juſtice, and that Eter- 
nal Puniſhment to which 1t moſt juſtly de- 
crees all wiltul and impenitent Offenders 
againſt the Divine Majeſty : Who having 
had Good and Evil, Lite and Death ſet be- 
fore them, cannot reaſonably think them- 
ſelves hardly dealt with if they have their 
Choice. This is that morally Excellent No- 
tion, which is moſt ſuitable to the. Deity, 
as my Reaſon, making the beſt uſe of it 1 
can, aſſures me. The. Goodneſs above de- 
{cribed, and not the tame, and ſenſeleſs Eaſi- 
neſs the Letter ſets forth, muſt needs be 
that Ligheſt Goodneſs which muſt of neceſſity 
belong to GOD, as being without any De 
fetts of Paſſion, Meanneſſes and Imperfection, 
incident to Human Nature. For GOD 
wou'd not be ſo Good, if He were not per- 
fectly Juſt; exact Juſtice being as Morally 
Excellent in it felt, and as Eſſential to the 
Divine Nature, as the Higheſt Goodneſs. 
Nor cou'd He be what, all but Atheiſts ac- 
| knowledge, 
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knowledge, infinitely Perfect, if either of 
them were wanting, or defective. But a 
Wit, as it ſeems, is ſo far from having 
gain d any conſiſtent Notion of what is Lau- P. 64 
dable or Lovely, that he is to be told, that 
the Queen is not the Leſs, but the More 
Good, in Her ſelf, as well as to her Faith- 
ful Subjects, when ſhe puniſhes Traitors, 
Diſturbers..of the Public Peace, Harden'd 
lves Villains, and ſuch as Wilfully and Inſolent- 
Ob- ly deſpiſe her Authority. 
ter- | Wov'p it not be extremely pretty and 
de- improving, to hear a Man, Born under the 
ders Line, who had never been out of his own 
ing Climate, nor had convers'd with any but 
be- his own Countrymen, diſcourſe of the Snows 
em- and Froſts in Greenland, and pretend to ac- 
heir Þ count for them point- blank to what the In- 
Ne- | habitants,. and all who. have been there af- 
ity, | firm? Or to read a Chineſe Letter concern- 
it I ing the Faſhions and Intrigues of our Belles 
de- and Beaux, and the Manners of the Euro- 
aſi- peans ? As Improperly and Inconſiſtently 
be do our Men of Wit talk of GOD and Re- 
Huy ligion; tho' not ſo Divertingly. For the 
De Subjects are really too Grave, to ſuffer a 
ion, | Man of Senſe to divert himſelf with their 
JD Þ Fooliſh, as well as Prophane. and Impious 
per- way of treating them. Reverence for the 
ally Þ Majeſty of GOD, and Compaſſion for the 
the | Wretchedneſs of the unhappy Buffoons, 
eſs. take off his Thoughts from their Ridicu- 
ac- louſneſs; and by exciting at once Horror 
age, C and 
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and Pity, make their fooliſh Mirth a real 


Tragedy. That Politic Indian; who thought 
to notch down all the King of England's | 


Subjects upon his Stick, was a Wiſer Per- | 


ſon by far than our great Pretenders to fins 
and true Wit, and the ſublime of Reaſon. | 
For there was ſome Proportion between his . 
Stick, and the Engliſh People; whereas there i | 
neither is, nor can be any, between Finite 1 f 
and Infinite. He had alſo the Wit to break ; 
his Stick, when he found the Impoſlibiliry 1 
of his Project; whereas our Libertines in 2 
Wit, as well as in Manners, go on as be- , 
fore, or with greater Confidence, and with- 7; 
out any Senſe of Shame, notwithſtanding 
the Foils they have ſo often receiv! C. 

A Wit has told us, that we cannot 'exa- 
mine Religion with too much Freedom and 
Familiarity, 2 we treat it with Good 

He it fo, on condition he will 
give us ſome confiſtent Notion of this Good 
Manners But by all that appears, he is by 
no means qualify'd to be Maſter of the Ce- 
remonies. Good Manners has always been 
thought to imply Reſpe& and Reverence, 7; 
with a due regard to the Quality of the Per- Sc 
ſon we treat with, and our own Condition, Kn 
eſpecially when we approach our Betters; of 
and it alſo requires a decent and orderly ha 
Behaviour at all times. Is it then God the 
Manners to behave our ſelves towards GODE ans 
and Religion, which is His Law, in a way the 
that wou'd coſt us our Lives did we dare it 
ay to 
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to ſhew ſuch Manners towards our Sove- 
reign, and the Laws of our Country? Will 
the moſt Gracious and Merciful Prince al- 


low his Subjects publickly to Queſtion his Ser p. 52, 
Title; Revile his Miniſters; Take his Go- Ke. 


vernment rowundly to task; break his Laws, 
and Ridicule them; Proclaim that we ſub- 
mit to him on weak and frivolous Grounds, 
ſuch as we. can't admit-but by putting rhe 
Lye upon our Underſtandings, and aſſummg an 
Opinion contrary to the appearance of Things; 
and that either he is no longer Prince, 
or elſe muſt be ſuch a poor, inſignificant 
thing, as we repreſent him, a very King 
Log, bearded by every Inſolent, and with 
whom we may play at Leap-frog at plea- 
ſure? And to ſay no more of a Prince, 
wou'd it be thought Good Manners in Do- 
meſtics to treat the Maſter of the Family 


in this Faſhion? Wou'd he endure it, if 


he cou'd tell Twenty, even tho' he were 
of the ſweeteſt and beſt Diſpoſition imagi- 
nable ? | 

THE Jews, who ſpit upon our Saviour, 
Ridicul d Him with a Purple Robe, a Reeden 
Sceptre, a Crown of Thorns,” bowing the 
Knee before Him, and Hailing Him King 
of the Jews, may it's like be thought to 
have treated Him with Good Manners, by 
thoſe extraordinary Good Men and Chriſti- 
ans, who are for putting Chriſtianity to 
the Teſt of the ſharpeſt Ridicule; for Trying p. 45- 
it by a Bart'lemy-Fair method, as the moſt 


C''92 likely 
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likely way of ſuppre/ſi ng it | For the ſame 
Reaſon, who can doubt of their being the 


reateſt Enemies to Popery, and faſteſt rev 
Friends to the Reformation, who with my the 
Lord ***'s Correſpondent ſuppoſe, that it Har 
cou'd,not ſo well have ſtood the Force of W,:.. 

P. 44. 2 Smithfield Booth, as it did of a more Tra- Aby! 
ical End; and that a Pupper-Shew might th ey 

Bo aded the reateſt force of our Re- V 
font Spirit ? Who 25 95 "Tis 1125 4 ma- ¶ pett. 

hy of our firſt Reformers were 11 better ¶ chan 

than Enthuſtaſts : And GOD knows, whether may 

a Warmth of this kind did not conſiderably MY rb 

belp us in throwing off that Spiritual 774 ſome 
Tranny ! Excellent Character of good Prote- i But 
feants ! ny C 
Akin to this, is a new Diſcovery of our ¶ than 
Litter-writer's, which is, that our good Bre. Senſ. 

r. 4. thren, the French Proteſtants, or ſome of WM and 


them, it ſeems, were the real Cauſe of the W than 
Perſecution in their Country. And that WJ wou' 
not the Tyranny of the French 84 but of + 
their own Zeal, their ſtirring the Coals, and taugh 
the Spirit of Martyrdom, ew 2 4 fully 
P.43- foot to wonder, their Ambition of the Ho- to ch. 
| mour of a Perſecution, and of thoſe Proba- of Re 
rionary (by which, if our Author means WM 7557 
any thing, one wou'd think he means Pur: prody 
gatory) Fires, which other Prieſts, beſides . T; 
thoſe, of the Romiſh Church, are earneſt u great 
tight for them, if we will believe the Let- my Lo 
ter; are the Reaſons of their Sufferings and with 


Exile There is indeed this ſmall difference gag'd 
| between 


11 
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between the Primitive and the Modern 
Candidates for Martyrdom, that the former 
never contended for it with Weapons in 
cheir Hands: Or if they had them in their 


Hands, as is reported of the Thebean Le- 


ion, they quictly laid them down, leſt 
by uſing the Sword in ſuch a Caſe as this, 
they ſhould juſtly periſh by the Sword. 


WE are ob] 80 to the Letter- writer for 
better ways of trying a Man's Googneſe, 


than by Kind Blows and Flames. Tho' it P. 4a. 


may happen, that the Cruelleſt Contempt in 
the World, may be a ſeverer Infliction upon 
ſome Tempers, than the ſharpeſt Torments. 
But this is not every Man's Caſe; for ma- 
ny Great Men, and Witty ones too, may 
thank their Stars that they have not a nice 
Senſe of Shame. Whether my Lord *** 
and his Friend are got above it, is more 
than 1 can tell. This I am fure of, that 
wou'd they be pleas'd to ſet an Example 
of that Manners and Goodneſs, ſo happily 
taught in the Letter, it wou'd be wonder- 
fully Edifying ! and be of greater” Benefit 


to the Public, than any thing thei Sublime b. 12. 
of Reaſon, their Power of Eloquence, and 
noble dings for Mankind, have hitherto 
producd! GY. 

THE nobleſt Sage, whereon to act ſo 
great a Part, wou'd be that Place, where 


my Lord, in the Public Preſence, ſurrounded 
with his Friends and Well-wiſbers, is en- P. 5 
gag d in debating = weighty Matters of 
* 


State. 


25 
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State... But perhaps his Friend is no Lord; 


Kits 

p.rs. and tho! our Liberty 1s very great, it may | 3 7540 
not run ſo far, as to permit him to come, ant 

p. 36. With all his 7reedom, Pleaſantneſs and Good We 
| Fpnour, into the Houſe of Peers, tho he I Wi 

be allow'd to car 8 them at any time into ge 

50 P Preſence of GOD Almighty, However, you 

if for this, or other Reaſons, the Exper. 1 Iheig 

ment cant be made this Seſſions, yet cer bett. 
2 nothing but Malice, II. Nature, or Lor 

bY the Glory and Goodneſs of his No- perſl 

at ron, can hinder him when the Seaſon 2004 

. s. comes that will ai iſengage my Lord *** fron 70 1 
the ꝛeigbtier Matters of State, and leave Ang 

bim at. liberty to he. entertain'd with a fot ¶ ar | 

705 idle Thoughts, pon his Return to —— Def 

iving him a Viſit, ſuitable to the fetti 

Wit 6f the Man who. males, and the Good. ſelv 

neſs_ of him who keceives it.“ Allowing WW wwe 

then that my Lord *** and his Friend are I e 

not one and the ſane. Man, as it might ve- ter, 


ry well, be, ſince it is the F aſhion for Men 
to. write Letters. to themſelves : Let us 
for” one ſuppoſe, that my Lord s Friend 
enters into his Lordſhip's Preſence, with- 
out Thewing, 8 of thoſe Ciyilities which 
Cuſtom requires; is rude to the Servants 
feat to condu Him thither ; and inſtead 
of making any Acknowledgment to his Pa- 
trotj, for thoſe Bounties, that Favour and 

rotection, W ich are daily conferr'd on 

im in the moſt obliging and generous 


Wake! flutes his Lovibip with his Tos 
pits 


2 2 - ud 


— 
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— — 


pits in his Face, pulls him by the Noſe, 
nd turns him out of Doors, if the Ser- 
Fants are fo. tame as to ſuffer it, and my 


»d not able to ſecure himſelf. A Man 


'F unacquainted-with the good Manners of the 


ge, and the Liberties at preſent taken, 


4 ou'd be apt to call this Rudeneſs, and the 
height of Inſolence; but we, who know 


1 ? K . > 
cer. 4 better things, might wonder more if his 


ng can P. 36. 


| p 
perſuade us of Sullenneſs- or Sourneſs in ſo 


good a Man. One wou'd think it were eafie P. 6. 


to underſtand, that Provocation-and Offence, 


Anger, Revenge, Fealonſie in point of Honour 
or Power, love of Fame, Glory, and the like 
Defe&s of Paſſion, Meanneſſes and Imper- P. 63- 


fectiont, which we acknowledge ſuch in our 


ſelves, which as good; Men we endeavour all 
we can to be ſuperior to, and which we find 
we every day conquer, as we grow bet- 
ter, can have no place in him, who is ar- 
rivd at the height of Goodneſs, that Temper *. 57- 
which we cal Divine; for ſurely he muſt 
know it well! We cannot have ſo-imjurious p. 36. 
4 Thought of him, as to be afraid of bringing 
Good Humour into his Company: Whilft we p. 56. 
have this Thought, tis certain we can never 
converſe — 5 either to our Satisfatti- 
on, or to his Honour. F we are afraid to y, 5 
treat bim freely, we then actually preſume 
bim bad, and whilſt we diſcover th miſtruſt 
of bis Temper, and fear bis Anger and Re- 
ſentment in the Caſe of this 3 we 
Wan C4 flatly 
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flatly contradict that pretended Character of What 
Goodneſs and Greatneſs, which was aſcribd Wor 

P. 35. to him. Nothing but II- Humour, either Na. Wow 

tural or Forc d, can bring us to ſuch Thoughts 2 it, 
of him: We cou'd never entertain them, iſ 

p. 36. but becauſe we conceive the Subjeci ſo lite 

our ſelves, and can hardly have'a Notion of 
Greatneſs without Statelineſs and Muroſ 
p. 51. - neſs, notwithſtanding thoſe Original Idea: 


of Goodneſs, which Deputy Nature has in-WWavin 

planted in us ! However, that Temper Hing 

Reſentment, and thoſe Meaſures of Offence, Weligi 

1 e hich we vulparly ſuppoſe may ariſe in good elo. 
N Men, even in my Lord ***, when great Ve L 
| p. 3. Indignities are offer'd, are the juſt Reverſe We lov': 
va e that Charatter, which we own to be mat EN 
1 divinely Good, when tue ſee it, ar we ſome· ¶ ord 
why times do ; for, you muſt know, it is not Neat 
"YH common in Men of bigheft Power among ws: ple tc 
1 If they paſs for truly Good, (mark the Ca- Nα 
1 dence, as well as the Senſe) wwe dare treat Ne his 
them freely, Lampoon them at pleaſure, hn 
and are ſure they will not he diſpleas d with Wt th, 

this Liberty. They are doubly Gainers by Wiſe ( 


this Goodneſs of theirs For beſides the op- Wnvin 
portunity it gives us of ſhewing our Wit, 
which cannot be too dearly purchas d, tbe 
more they are ſcurchd into, and familiar) 
exammn'd, the more their Worth uppe art; 
and the Diſtoverer charm d 1with his Succeſs, {Wile G 
of one ſort or other, efteems and. loves more 


an ever, when he bas prov d this additio- WW: 4 
an Bounty in bis Superior, and reflects Ns It in 
a F 2 0 


* 17 1 
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41 
er of Wat Candor and Generofity be bas euperienc de 
ribd For it muſt be ſupposd that the Man in 
Na. 3 ower, had formerly given the Man of 
ights Nit, a Purſe, or a Place, or had already 
hem, I xcus d him from the Pillory and a Fine; 
> like therwiſe I know not to what this New 
on of Pounty is Additional. His Lordſhip doubt- 
wroſe-| * ſs knows, and knows more 2 bays of of this 
dead: ¶Myſtery chan any one : Myſteries of Stare 
im aving a Meaning, and being Venerable 
r of Fhings, whatever becomes of Myſteries in 
ence, Religion. How elſe ſbou d he have been ſo 
good il-lov'd in Power, and out of Power (hinc 
great We Lacryme ) f adber'd to, and ſtill more 
verſe W&1ov'd2 Is not this a Myſtery? f 
moi EN OVUOH has been ſaid to ſhew how my 
ſome- Word ****'s Enthufeaſtic Friend, ought to 
not Meat his Lordſhip, if he will be conform- 

g 15: le to his own Principles, and Practiſe the 

2 Ca- {Wood Manner: he teaches. By all as I can 
treat Ne his Friendſhip for that Great Man obli- 
ſure, Wes him to do it, were it for" nothing ' elſe P. 66- 
with WW: that his Lordſbip nigh leamn a 1 

's by (Wiſe Goodneſe, and by this evident Pho, 

2 op- Wnvince the World; that he really deferves 

Wit, Wat Love and Praiſe, which thoſe who have p , 
„ the Merled with 2 7 ok a Notion of what i 
liarl NVorally excellent, ſo laviſhly beſtow u 


m. Till:this is ht about there 
le G 
o' we 


in the Caſe; and his Lordſhip, 
ou'd ſuppoſe him r ſo vain, 


Mud have little reaſon to be contented. 1 
it indeed fay How his Lordſhip Wow ou'd 
receive 


— 85. 


{ | | ta have. been out of the wa of gaming ſon! 


þ 4 oon d #bink in earneſt of Revenging' himſe 


6 [i | 2 
Wit Bor can it be fuppogd thar 9 Lond 40 
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receive ſuch Freedom, whether he \wou'd 
ſmile upon his Friend, take him by a 
Hand and lead him to an Apartment; oli 
{end him to Moor-Fields, to a Dark Roonl | 
and a Doctor ʒ for I am wholly ignorant of 
y Led n Taſte, not having the Hof 
nour to be one of his Fomitiars. Only, 188 

b. a, MN affirm from good Authority, that if i 

Wy __ d oun-Letter-Writer-ſbou'd be ſo igni4 
rantiy bred, and of ſo remote 4 Province, at 


P. 64. cynſiſtent Norion of Manners; and in the Cal 
P. uk. f his ouerrformard Zeal already mention d 
preſume ta treat his Patron with indecent 
Freedom and Diſreſpect, as ſome may think; 

r. 58. my Lord, in good truth; woud be ridicu 
to tale offence. at this, and wou d pd 
for extravajantly moroſe and il-humour'd, i 
inſtead of treating the Matter in Raillery, l 


an the offending) Party, whacout of His RI 
Nuorance and i fudgment, had not treate 
him with the Reſpect N ae his Pe 


a- and Quality Ty 


F. 17. mat underſtand Raillery ? that. fine and tri 
Vit that takes with pi Men of Senſe a 

Hreeding That he is ſo Grave, ſo Forn 
uch a Comard in Reaſoning, as — 
to fland the Teſt. of Ridicule? Can we b 
* — he does not vouchſafe to deſcend: a 
tle into himſelf, and beſtom ſonie p 


Thoughts upon plain dent, ani 
SY; ITY Fl, 


— — — 


$ 
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ou: fare he aſcends into the bigher Regions of P. 12 
„the at Sublime of Reaſon that Power of 

25 oil loquence which he tſcovers in Public? The 
etter indeed inſinuates, that he is not e- 
%% Maſter of them, in Private, cannot 
Wommand them at any time alone, or with in- 


y, Wfcrent Company, or in any Eaſy or Cool 
| 7 our, which may give a Formal Reaſoner 
gn unlucky Handle to argue, that his Ho- 

W:ence and Sublime of Reaſon are not Natu- 


al : For what is Natural 1s Eaſy, and al- 
„ Cas at Command; and if his Lordſhip's 
tions Penſe and Rhetoric are not ſo, I fear they 
decent ill do him little Honour. But perhaps 


think. pur Homer nodded when he drew this part 


ridicuf his Hero's Character: Or elſe it may be 

4 pal fine Stroke, to let the Reader ſee, that he 
d, i not a Sycophant, a mere Paraſite, or crafe P. 35. 
ſery, M Beggar, but dares treat my Lord ſo Free- 
yimſe . as to Publiſh his Blemiſhes as well as his 
RIH Beautles. 5 bet ,9v2 4 Nc K 

treated BE this as it may; tis certain my Lord 


** can't want Good Humour, whether we 
onſider him as a Good Proteſtant, or as'a P. 47. 
lan of Senſe and no Enthuſiaſt. For Good p. 35. 


tmn Humour is not only the beſt Security agai 
wr nWE-ntbu/iaſm, but the beſt Ha p 
Torn nd true Religion. He may indeed have too 
e Heil uch of the Spirit. of Love, too much Hu- p. 40. 
wel 4 2 and Self-P reſerv ation, to ſcandalze 
ad us Friends by Dying for Religion by the 


ne pe flands of an Execcutioner, after the ſlaviſh 
weft Mix of many of our Primitive Martyre,evenac- 


cording 


| 
| 
| 


P. 30. 
P. 76. 


P. 26. 


Heal it, we thou'd, if the Letter is in thi 


Heart, and his Heroiſm lies more in Word 9 
than in Action; his Piety, however, is nol 
the leſs, whilſt in private Junto's he with 
tily Debates how Religion may be mo 
deFd, fo as not to ſpoil Good Humour; an 
be fecur'd without the Magiſtrates ſo mucklff 
as ſeeming to Interpoſe. For ſhou'd the Ge 
vernment attempt to ſertle 4 preciſe Orths 
doxy by Lam; or to meddle with that ic 
drows Diſpoſition in Mankind towards Super 


natural Objects; that Idea of GOD, and 
thoſe Natural Fears of being liable to Hi Wo 
Juſtice when we break His Laws, white 


Men are really born to, and can hardly by an 
means avoid: ſhou'd the Magiſtrate meddi; 
with this Paton any otherwiſe than by 
deauouring by chearful ways to divert an 


Right, have as bad Divinity in a free N. 
tion, ſuch as ours, as they have in 'othe 
Countries | For the beſt way in our Greif 
Men's Opinion, is to remove the Terro 
of Religion, the Melaneboly and Formal mai 
ner of treating it, and to render it ſo gentl 
that it may not diſturb us in any Jollit 
This wou'd, doubtleſs, recommend 1 

| , 


Ax ENQUIRY AFTER Wir. 


en of Wealth and Quality, who love 
eir Eaſe and Pleaſures, and can't endure 
e Thought of being call'd to account for 
Wllowing their own Humour. And he who 
epares the way to ſuch noble Proſelytes, 
Wot needs be thought to have done a con- 
erable Service to Religion! 
= The Letter, that Maſter-piece of Breeding, ; 
ws his Lordſhip, tis true, the full Liberty of p. 13. 
ang no more than what he may have afar 
er, and with great Ingenuity and Truth, 
Wknowledges what he has writ to be a ſort 
l. Thoughts, deſignd only for Amuſe-P: s. 
n. Bot can we imagine his Lordſhip fo 
ude as to take this Liberty? or that his 
xquiſite Judgment and Taſte will not dif- 
ern the Hit higſiaſlic Friend in every Period, 
o he has not ſabſcribd his Name £ And 
my Lord amuſes himſelf. ſo far as toread _ . 
4 2 is it poſſible for him not to be 


45 


Love, paſſionately in Love, with that 
ight of Goodneſs ſo admirably deſcrib'd 2 P. 57- 
e will doubtleſs be glad of all Opp rtu- 

ties to Practiſe, that ſo he may effectually 

earn it, were it for nothing elſe but that be r. 66. 
ay have @ tolerable, Notion of, Goodneſs, 
hich a Man cannqt underſtand without he. 
g toleraby Good. He will endeavour to 
ct. rid © all thoſe Meanneſſes* and Imper* P. 63. 
AGiont, thoſe 12% Juſtice, thoſe Degrees 
Puniſbment, and Meaſures of 9325 that p. 51. 
tate line ſe, that Point of Honour, "Love of 
leg, and the like, which as good Men we © 3 
3 9 n eo een ; endend A. 
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r. 63. endeavour all we can to be Superior to, and 
| which we find we every day conquer as ve 
grow better, And becauſe Religion, has, 
y the Ancients at leaſt, been thought 2 
matter of Greateſt Conſequence, and high- 
Iy deferving our moſt ſerious and frequent 
nſideration; and that Modern Wits, the 
Letter-Writer eſpecially, aſſure us we can 
p. 49. never uſe too much Good Humour when we 
treat of Religion: Therefore my Lord muſt 
r. 5! needs endeavour to keep himſelf, not only 
in Ordinary Good Humour, but in the beſt of 
Humours, and in the ſweeteſt kindeſt Diſpo- 
fition of Life, that ſo he may be Ible to ex. 
amine Religion with decent Freedom and 
- Familiarity: And in this Honey Temper, 

we will ſuppoſe his Friend accoſts him! 
Nothing will be now wanting to complete 
r. 45%) my Lord's Good Humour, to give Teſtimony 
to the World of the Wohatt, Gooaneſs of 
. the Man, and to Demonſtrate that there is no 
Impoſture either in his Character or Opinions, 
but that a Pupper-ſbew be acted next Bart lem 
Fair, in bis rdſhip Honour. What an 
edifying Example will ſuch a Scene of Wit 
and Goodneſs prove! How will it magnil 
P. 57. my Lord's Temper, that Temper which we 
p. 38. call Divine, to lee him like the mighty Prin- 
cet, and even Emperors of the World, bear 


unconcernedly not only the free Cenſure of his 
Aions, but the moſt ſpiteful Reproaches. and 
Calumnies, even to his Face] This will give 
F. 57. à more convincing Proof of his Love _— 

56 et ublic, 
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Public, and Study of Univerſal Good, than 
any of thoſe great things he has hitherro 
perform ' d, in order to render Happy'q con-. 
derable part of Mankind under bis Care: It 
is a new way, I confeſs, of magnifying a 
Great Man's Goodneſs : But my Lord Has 
leſs reaſon to object againſt it, than he has 
to cillike the Fancy of acting Pupper-Shews p. 45. 
in dur Savjour's Contempt, 'and e p. 43. 
the Chriſtian Religion in its firft iſe, by 
Bart lemy Fair Method. He himſelf is one 
of the fineſt Wits without queſtion, no Man 
knows better the Worth and Beamty of 2 
happy Thought, an Ingenious aud Surpri- 
zing Invention. If it happens that the Wit 

at there is, lies only in the Oddneſs 
the Thought, which takes us not with its 
Beauty, but with its Monſtrouſneſs; tis 
to de hop d that the Novelty may excule the 
Rudeneſs in the one Cafe, à little better 
than the Outrageous Profaneſs and Blaſ- 
phemy in the other. For Religion is wy 
treated with Good Manners, as the Letter p. 49. 
confeſſes, 'as well as his Lordſhip : And 
what is Sauce for'a Gooſe, is Sauce for a 
Gander. „ 
MN of Quality muſt Pardon, I was go- ; 
ing to ſay they are Oblig d to, us, that ve 
treat them aftera Manner which they think 
proper for the Maker and Saviour of the 
World, and allow their Friends and Depen- 
dants to uſe towards Him. If they expe, 
to be approach'd with more Reſpect, they 
. 3 N will 
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P. 34. 


P. 35 


P. 32. 
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will be pleas d, I hope, to publiſh the Ce- 
remonial. Otherwiſe an honeſt Man, who 
means no Hurt or Diſreſpect to any Body, 
may thro want of ſettling with himſelf the 
Notion of what is now-a-days reckon d Mo- 
rally Excellent, fall into ſome Doubts and 
Scruples, thro an Apprehenſion that there 


is ſome ſort of Difference between GOD 
and Men, even 
_ teſt of bis Friends. 


my Lord *** and the grea- 
tel | +. Perhaps this may be 
thought only an Effect of Devout Melancho- 


by; and therefore, as Demonſtrations; go, 


and following the Example and admirable 
Reaſonings of the Letter, I fball endeavour 
to Demonſtrate, that GOD and Men are 
pretty much upon a Level; for the caſe; of 
thoſe goad People, whoſe Humour might 
otherwiſe run the Danger of being ſpoil d. 
Io begin then with our Demonſtration; 
Who does not ſet a higher Value on a cu- 
rious Ching 7 ar „than on the Man who 
made it ? Eſpecially if it has had the good 
Fortune to entomb the Heart of a Wit, to 
ſerve in the Cabinet of a good Miniſter, ſome 
Prince or Eather of a Country, and ta be va- 
lued by them? Whence it is evident that 
the Potſherds of the Earth may contend 
with their Maker! tale His Providence 
rowndly to task, Queſtion whether He really 
Be, or not, Speak, Write of, and Demean 
themſelves towards Him as they think fit, 
without any Breach of Decorum, or want 
of Manners! And if they are Men of migh; 
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ty Merit, ſuch as have rendred happy à conſi- P. 3%: 
derable part of Mankind under their Care, 
tis like they may be thought to do him Ho- 
nor, by thinking and ſpeaking with Freedom P. 35: 
and Pleaſaninefs on ſuch a Subject, and bring- 
ing their Good Huniour into Religion, For 
all the World knows that to treat our E- 
quals or Inferiors Freely and Familiarly, is 
to treat them kindly; and that to enliveri 
the Converſation with a little harmleſs 
Mirth, and to break a Civil Jeſt upon them, 
is the beſt Breeding ! 

Bur if this be the Right Meaſure, alas! 
for us poor Britains, as free 4 Nation as we 
think our ſelves! So long as the Court has 
Credit, the Nobility Power, the Church, or- 
any thing elſe, has Awfulneſs, our Liberty 
is reſtrain d, Wit in danger of being loſt, and 
we deny*d the Privilege of makin 5 a full uſe 
of them. Gravity which is of the very Ef- P. 15. 
ſence of e ſtill reigns too much a- 
mong us; we are not yet at Liberty to car- 
ty the Rule, the Intallible Rule of Ridicule p. is 
conſtantly with us, and to apply it freely to 
every thing, to ſee whether it will bear or no, 
ind 20 find which are truly ſerious and which 
Ridiculous. We have indeed full Liberty, 
and we take it, to ſay what we pleaſe of 
GOD, and to queſtion whether there be 
iny Knowledge in the Moſt High; nor do 
ve proſper the leſs in the World on the 
Score of this Freedom. But we ſhall never 
be a perfectly free Nation, till the Guards 
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are remov'd, the Court Gates thrown open, 
and every body at Liberty to be as merry as 
they pleaſe with their Sovereign, provided 
they ſhew their Manners! The Notion of 
this Good Manners, is not yet well ſert led, 
I confeſs, for Doctors differ about it. But 
by what they have already taught us, Ri- 
dicule appears to be the main Branch of it, 
or rather All in All, for it is the Te#, the 
Rule, of every thing! So that to bowe in the 
Preſence, to Kneel and Kiſs the Royal Hand, 
muſt needs be wrong, very wrong, and a 
Soleciſm in Wit and Manners. For it ſhews 
us to be ſo Ignorant and IIl-bred, as not to 
have ſettled with our ſelves the right Notion 
of Majeſty and Greatneſs, which 1s, to be 
{ure, all over Goodneſs and nothing elſe; 
but to conceive the Subject ſo like our ſelves, 
as hardly to have a Notion of it without State- 
lineſs and Moroſeneſs accompanying it. Where- 
as this is juſt the Reverſe of that Character, 
which xe own to be moſt divinely Good, Pro- 
vocation and Offence, and Jealouſy in point of 
Honor, being the very Picture of Tyranny 


and Il-humor ! 


CAN any one doubt, after what the 
Letter has ſaid of GOD Almighty, that a 


good Prince may not be told of his Faults? 


That we may not take his Conduct roundly 


to Taſk, and get a Place, or an Eſtate by it? 


For a Magiſtrate tho ever ſo Vertuous and 
Wiſe may be as ſoon miſtaken as another Man; 


tho' the Magiſtrate was bred to his Bohnel, 
f an 
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and minds it; and the other Man's lies quite 


another way! And where Fealouſy of State P. 15: 5 


reſtrains this Freedom, Malice and Arbitrary 


Power do certainly prevail: It being Malice P. 51. 


only, and not Goodneſs, that can make u af- 
fraid; if the Letter-writer is not miſtaken. 


AND farther, the Men of higheſt Power p. zy. 


among us, therefore much more Princes, who 
are often rob'd of their Power, even whilſt 
they keep their Titles, Power which, if 
any thing, will require and command Re- 
ſpect; yet even theſe Men of Power, if they 
PASS for truly Good, ave dare treat them 


freely, and are ſure they will not be diſpleasd 


with this Liberty. Mark the Accuracy, as 
well as the Manners of this Period: F they 
PASS, Gc. for to be truly Good, and to 
PASS for ſuch, are two very different 
Things. A Man, eſpecially of Place and 
Power, who is truly Good, and has no blot 
to be hit, is ſuch a troubleſome, unmanagable 
piece of Perfection. that one knows net what 
to do with him. He cannot Veer with the 
Times, nor ſuit his Principles to the Occa- 
hon. So long as you do what is Juſt and 
Fair he will adhere to you tho' he gets no- 
thing by it, and is not to be bought ot, nor 
threatned, to the contrary fide. Be but true 
to your ſelf, conſtant to thoſe Principles, 
that Honor and Integrity, which made you 
hr for his Friendſhip, and if he is once your 
Friend, you may be ſure of him. But tho 
you were a Brother or a Father he-wou'd 
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abandon you when he finds you reſolve to 


forſake the Juſt and Honorable Path. Con- 
ſcious of real Worth, he looks that Favour: 


ſhou'd ſeek him out, but can never ſtoop tol 


make court after them. He has kept his 
Tongue from all ſorts of evil ſpeaking; and 


his Hands from all kinds of Bribes: Nei. 


ther thirſts after Blood, nor Power; nor 1; 
greedy of Riches, or the Pleaſures they 


-purchaſe. Hewou'd do what becomes him, 


-what 1s Fit and Reaſonable, Juſt and Good, 
tho' no body ſhou'd take notice of it, or 
tho' he ſhou'd be condemn'd for doing 1t: 
And he looks upon the Ignorance and Stu- 


pidity, the Malice and Envy of Mankind, 


as a greater Injury to themſelves than to 
him. Whereas the Man who is ſo Wile as 
only to PASS for truly Good, has nothing 
of this haughty Stiffneſs; he is quite ano- 
ther Creature, ſo docible, ſo complying in 
his Turn, that you may treat him as freeh 
as you pleaſe, ſo long as he has occaſion for 
you. He muſt keep up his Character and 
Popularity, by the fame humble ways that 
gain d them, which another Man might think 


beneath him. Shou'd his Confidents pre- 
ſume to take ſome Liberties, tho' he under- 


ſtands himſelf too well not to Reſent and 
Puniſh it in a proper Seaſon; yet for the 
preſent he may it's like think it better to 
paſs them over, than to provoke his Friends 
to unſeaſonable Diſcoveries. It being unfit 
that the World ſhou'd be let into the Know- 
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{edge of that Diſcoverer, who is charni P. 35. 
with his Succeſs in finding his Patron's Ver- 
tue no better than his own; for this 1s the 
moſt univerſal Charm againſt Envy and IIl- 
will, and the Oppoſition they occaſion. 
Our Betters, as they reckon themſelves, 
on account of ſome little Advantages owing 
to Chance much oftner than to Merit, wou'd 
indeed fain perſuade us, that Order, and the 
State of the World, make ſeveral Duties and 
Diſtinctions in their Favour, neceſſary. The P. 50. 
Melancholy way in which we have been taught 
Good Manners and our Diſtance, by their 
Scandalum Magnatums, and Solemnity ſet on 
Foot by the cunning Formaliſts of the Age to P. 20, 
ſupport their Impoſtures, makes us unapt to 
approach them in Good Humor; or to ſpeak 
of them with all that Freedom and Pleaſant- P. 36. 
neſs which the Subjett will bear. And it is, 
in truth, the il Lives of the Great People, P. 15. 
that gives them Swullenneſs and Sourneſs ;, fills 
them with Wrath and Fury, Revenge and P. 30. 
Terror. Their Conſciouſneſs of Inpoſture, 
in their profeſſed Zeal for the Public, makes 
them abbor and dread nothing like good Hu- P. 49. 
mor and expect nor only to be exempted P. 15. 
from Criticiſm , but even flatter d with the 
bigheſt Art. So that if we ſeek their Favor, | 
we muſt »ſe all Arguments, right or wrong, p. 32, 53. 
to patch up Objections againſt their Manage- 
ment of Affairs. Muſt make a Merit ſay- 
ing all the Good we can of them, at the very 
firetch of our Reaſon, and ſometimes quite 
LS D 3 bes. 
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beyondl it. Pat the Lye upon our Underſtan- W lf 


ings, as much. as in us lies, reſolving to bear I ha- 

| not hing that may be ſaid againſt them. Which Ni 
9 is ſuch a Reſtraint. upon the impartial and the 
fr ec Cenſt Hre of | Mamers, as does iN effect Ae- All 
roy the Benefit of it in the whole! All which Op 
is evidently prov'd in the Letter, as you will MW no 
ind by the Citations in the Margent. no! 
p to this rare piece do we alſo owe Le 
the Solution of many other Difficulties; as t 
well as Directions, if our Governours are fec 
{o.wiſe as to follow them, how the Magi- Cor 
ftrate may be an Artiſt, and inſtead of Sword des 
and Faſces, Cauſlics, Inciſions and Amputati- 
ons, may have nothing to do but to uſe the his 
ſofteſt Baims, to ſouth and ſatisfy the Peoples | 
P Alton, and by chearf NS14 ays, by a Public ma 
* 4 leading them to a Smithfield Booth, no doubt, the 
ts able to divert and beal it! wh 
I have often wonder d why our Laws, good Cr 

and excellent, as they are, as being made by! 
en of Senſe, Men of the higheſt Power and For 
P. 12. greateſt Wit, and who are the nobleſt Attors for Gr, 
There and Mankind; thut Laws, even after ter. 
our on Hearts deſire, as they mult needs be dic 
ſince they are of our own making, ſhou'd ye dur 

he the ruin of many an honeſt Man, who has Put 

the Misfortune to meet with a Litigious | um 

and Cunning,: à Rich or Powerful Adverſa- not 

ty hat mere Forms, Quirks and Subtilties, | pro 
thou'd, prevail over Rca ſon and the Equity 

of Things; ſo that the Remedy is often 188 
worle than the Dilcate z and even in the bef 
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laſt Reſort, it 1s not to ſo much purpoſe to 
have the beſt Cauſe, as to have the greateſt 
Number of Friends. Whence it happens, 
that under the moſt excellent Conſtitution 
and gentle Government in the World, the 
Oppreſſion we ſuffer, not from our Gover- 
nours, but from our Fellow - Subjects, is e- 
nough to make a wiſe Man mad. The 
Letter of the Law being ſo much abuſed, as 
to render the Reaſon and Deſign of it inef- 


fectual: And a Man had better fit down © 


contented under no {mall Injuries, than en- 
deavour to redreſs them, which commonly 


has no other effect than the multiplying of 


his Wrongs, and at laſt undoing him. 
Bor the Letter to my Lord * ** has 
made my Wonder ceaſe; for it plainly 


ſhews us the Original of all this Miſchief, 
which can be nothing elſe but Gravity; nor 
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can there be a better Remedy than by ahν P. 19. 
ing the Rule of Ridicule.! O ſay the Cunning p. 20. 


Formaliſts of the Age, the Subjects are tos p. 


— —Notat all, ſay I; for if our E- 


Grave 


ternal Inheritance muſt paſs the Teff of Ri- 


dicule, why not our Temporal? We value 
dur Eſtates and Perſons, our Lives and Re- 
putations, and we do well in it; but our 
immortal Souls, if we have any, and it has 
not yet been prov'd, or ſo much as render'd 
probable that, we have none, are, I ſhou'd 
think, much more valuable. Beſides, Wit 
is the Language of the Bar, he who has the 


beſt knack at Punning, who can equivocate 


D 4 with 
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with the niceſt Art, ſtands faireſt for Suc- 


ceſs; Men of large Conſciences, or of none, 
who are hardned againſt an Oath, wou'd, 
it's like, be unable to bear the Puſh of a 
home Jeſt. Nor does Learning make half 
ſo many Diſcoveries, as Quickneſs and Wit, 


ſo that the only wonder remaining is, why 


none of the great Oracles of the Law, who 
liv'd before our Letter- writer, ſhould hint at 
this Project! 

IT was beretofore the Wiſdom of ſome 
wile Nations, as the Letter informs us, to 
let People be Fools as much as they pleas'd, 
and never to puniſh ſeriouſly what deferv'd 
only to be laught at, and was beit cur' d by 
that innocent Remedy, And by this chearful 
and good humor'd Method, all thoſe Di/- 
mal Tragedies which are in reality atted in 
the World, and which according to my Ap- 
prebenfion, render Lite ſo Tragical ; not on- 
ly in Campagnes and Seiges, but even in 
Courts of Judicature (as they are call'd ) 
and in twenty other Places, not excepting a 
ſick Man's Chamber, were wiſely prevented. 
There was then none of thoſe Diſturbances 
and Fears, Loſſes and Pains to ſour our 
Good Humar, which the Impoſture of Phy- 
ſicians, the Cunning of Lawyers, the dila- 
torineſs of Courts, and the Brutality of Sol- 
diers do now give us. 

' BUT a new fort of Policy being iptroduc'd, 
and the freedom of Raillery taken away, we 
have been made to legp the Bounds of Natur. 
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ral Humanity, and taught in a Serious, Grave, 
Formal Manner the way of plaguing one ano- 
ther moft Rationally. Suing, vexing, tormen- * 
ting, ſtarving and deſtroying each other, by 
Bills and Swords, by Pills and Bullets, 
now the Heroic Paſſion of exalred Spirits, and P. 29. 
the Maintenance of theſe is become in a man- 
ner the chief care of the Magiſtrate, and the 
very Buſineſs of Government it ſelf! 

A poor Man, tho ever ſo deſerving, and 
in the greateſt want of Money to keep up his 
Good Humor, can't take a Purſe, tho' in 
the beſt of Humors, and in the ſweeteſt, P. 51. 
tindeſt Diſpoſition of his Life, but he muſt 
be cruelly truſs'd up for it; and undergo 
ſuch Forms of Fuſtice, ſuch Degrees of Pu- 
niſo ment, and that Temper of Reſentment and 
Indignation, which the Malice of my Lord 
Chief Juſtice and his Collegues ſhall be 
pleas d to Inflict! By which Inhuman Me- 
thod, more reſembling the Weak, Womaniſh, P. 5g, 
and impotent part of our Nature, than the 
Generous, Manly and Divine, many a Good 
Fellow, who wou'd have ſpent his Life in 
the beſt Humor in the World, is debar'd of 
the Means of doing it. And rendred unea 
all his Days, by the Dread and Suſpicion, of 
the Judge's Malice, Malice to be ſure, for 
tis MALICE only and not GOOD-P.« 
NESS, that can make us affraid! Had 
theſe Judges but the common Sentiments of 
Humanity, they uod be perſuaded to be- 
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which the Letter-writer aſcribes to GOD 
without any of thoſe Dæfecis of Paſſion;thoſe 
Meaneſſes and Imperfection, which as good 
Men wwe endeavour all we can to be ſuperior 
to, and which we find we every Day conquer 
as we grow better, That is, to ſpeak out 
plainly, without any of that Offence, Anger, 
and the like," which for want of ſettling with 
our ſelves any Notion of what is morally Ex. 
cellent, we miſcal Order, Juſtice and Right; 
and under the Beggarly Refuge of theſe good 
Words, take upon us to deny our Fellow: 
Creatures the Innocent. Liberty of making 
as free with our Eſtates, Reputations, Fa- 
milies and Perſons, as their Neceſſities, or 
that laudible Deſire of keeping up their Good 
Humor, does according to all appearance of 
Things, render Neceſſary. 

THIS. is ſo true a thing in it ſelf, andſ. 
well known for Truth by the Cunning Forma- 
liſts of the Age, that they can better bear i 
have their Impeſtures, that Inhumanity which 
they gild with the ſpecious Name of Law 
and juſtice, raiFd at by the poor Criminal: 
at the Bar or Gibbet, with all the Bitterneſ. 
and Vehemence Imaginable, than to have then 
zouch'd ever ſo gently by a Witty Man, in 


the TFey of Raillery. Tho' their Seſſions, 


their Circuits, their Robes, ec. give them 
trouble enough, yet will they not be per 
ſuaded to change them for the more A- 
greeable as well-as Infallible Rule, propos 
a | in 
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in the Letter, even the Ridicule. They know p. 20. 
very well, that as Modes and. Faſhions, ſo 
Opinions, tho ever ſo Ridiculous, are kept up 
by Solennicy/ Hence it is that they are /o p. 17. 
afraid to ſtand the Teſt of Ridicule; and 
with a Formal Air, O] ſay they, the Subject 
is 190 grave. And take it for granted, 
upon no better ground, than that their An- 
ceſtors, time out of mind, have been of this 
Opinion, and that a few formal Arguments, 
which one pert Jeſt wou'd blow to nothing, 
prove it to be the Senſe of Mankind; And 
baving thus given up their preliminary Right p. 19. 
of Judgment, and reſold never to. Try, nor 
to apply the Ridicule ;, under a Preſumption 
of Gravity, they allow themſelves to be moſt 
Ridiculous, and to admire profoundly the moſt 
Ridiculous Things in the World, at leaſt for 
ought they know. For by their obſtinate _ 
refuſing to carry the Rule conflantly with P. 18. 
them, and to apply it freely, not only to the 
Things about them, but to themſelves; they 
both loſe the Meaſure in themſelves, and 
in every thing beſides. | = 

for this, that thoſe Formal P. 2. 


WVRE it not 
Notions, which grem up in an Ii Mood, 
and have been conceivd in Sober Sadneſs, 
are not allow'd-a fair Tryal in a ſober kind P. 21. 
of Cheerfulneſs, and by a more enſie and plea- 
ſant way of Thought, who wou'd whip a 
poor. Fellow at a Poſt, or hang him up, 
merely-for endeavouring to Live in the 
World, to keep up his good Humor, and 
. follow 
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follow his Inclinations? Much leſs put al 
good Humor'd Man in the Pillory, for no 
ſort of Crime, but a little harmleſs Wit, 


and becauſe his Superiours do not under- 
{ſtand Raillery! If we cou'd but be truſted, 
and allow'd to have Honeſly and Wit enough 


for our own turn; if Magiſtracy wou'd not 


1mpertinently interpoſe, tis likely wwe ſhou'd 
baue as much Ability in our Temporal, as in 
our Spiritual Afairs, and there wou'd be 
no ſuch thing as Judges upon the Bench, 
nor Criminals at the Bar. Were Matters 
Ballanc d, were no other Force us'd but that 
of Vit and Raillery, Reaſon wou'd have fair 
play, Mankind wou'd flouriſh. Wonderful 
wou'd be the Harmony and Temper ariſing 
from all theſe Contrarieties, they wou'd 
make up that right Humor, which the Let- 
ter contends. for, as going more than half 
way towards Thinking rightly of every thing, 
And Men being mildly treated, and let a- 
lone, they wou'd never Rage to that degree, 
as to occaſion Blood-ſhed, Wars, Perſecutions, 
and Devaftations in the World; which pro- 
ceed from nothing elfe but their being put 
out of Humor, by not being permitted to do 
Will. | 

It is indeed as hard a matter for a Go- 
vernment to keep us Sober and Honeſt, as to 
fettle Wir, We may have the Wit, it's like, 
to keep our ſelves ſo, when no Prejudice lies 
in the way: But it is in vain for the Ma- 
gifirate to medale, or to ſuppoſe he can keep 
. | us 


put 2 
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inder- 


derful 
rifing 
vou'd 
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us in order, when it comes a-croſs to our 


Intereſt or Pleaſure. He can't be in all 
Places at all Times, neither Perſonally nor 
by his Officers. He has no Cognizance of 
our Crimes many times, and ſometimes 
wants Power to puniſh them. A cunning 
Evil-doer, eſpecially if Popular and High 
in Power, 1s too frequently an Over-match 
for the Magiſtrate, and whilſt he moſt no- 
toriouſly violates the Deſign of the Law, 
eſcapes the Reach of it by Sculking with- 
in the Letter. The Senſe of a Divine Pre- 
ſence, and a future Reckoning might do 
much towards the preſerving of Sobrie- 
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ty and Honeſty in the World. But in theſe p. zr. 


latter Days of Wit, the Men of Good Hu- 
mor have us d all their Art to make that 
Senſe decline, and to bring it in leſs requeſt 
than. formerly. 
vouchſafe to interpoſe in a matter that ſo 
nearly concerns it, 1s out of my ken. Ac- 


Whether Magiſtracy will p. 30. 


cording to the Fancy of our Letter-writer, P. 32. 


and if he has not made a wrong Calculation 
of Human Nature, by attending too much to 
his own Temper, the way to make People 
purſue a thing, is to forbid it under grie- 
vous Penalties. I hope he will pardon me, 
if I think a little better of our Race, as not 
finding my ſelf quite ſo perverſe ; eſpecial- 
ly ſince the Court of Auguſtus can't avoid 
being thought much in the wrong, if Pe- 
naities were a greater Inducement to the 


bumor of Verſification than Rewards. Truth 
| indeed, 
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P. 7. 


P. 21. 


But what if the Magiſtrate, as well as o- 


put to a greater Tryal of Ms Skill, than by 


loufneſs of ſome of the Sons of Adam's Lord- 


Ax EnovuiryY AFTER Wir. 


indeed, which is the moſt Powerful thing in 
the World, will make its way, not Becauſe 
of Penalties, but Notwithſtanding them, 


ther Men, has a Mind to ſhew his Wit? 
Why then let me preſume to tell him, that 
he can't have a better opportunity, or be 


Governing a People who Ave not the Fear 
of GOD 'before their Eyes. 

Tux Letter, as muſt be own'd, has ſaid 
enough to convince a Libertine, who does 
not want Wit to improve by ſuch extraor- 
dinary and artful hints; that Magiſtracy it 
ſelf is a Grievance and Reſtraint upon the 
Liberty of a free People. Nor is it to be 
deny'd, that if the Mind were at liberty to 
bear what can be ſaid againſt the Ridicu- 


ing it over the reſt of their Brethren, and 
engroſſing to themſelves the ſole Uſe of thoſe 
Advantages, of which they are only Ste- 
wards, and not Proprietors ; things wou'd 
be reduc'd to a greater Equality, and there 
wou'd not be ſo many, and fo juſt Com- 


plaints, as are at preſent in the World. 


Can 'any thing be more ridiculous, than 
that the Fool ſhou'd have Money enough 
to throw away upon every Extravagancy, 
whilſt the Ingenious is crampt for want of 


it in his generous Undertakings for the 
Good of Mankind! That the Liberal- 


minded Perſon ſhou'd have nothing to be- 
| | | {tow, 
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ſtow, and that there ſhou'd be no end of 


the Miſer's Acquiſitions! How unnatural is 
it that an idle, uſeleſs Wretch ſhou'd gorge 
himſelf to Uneafinefs and Sickneſs, at an 


Expence which wou'd keep many Indigent 


Families from ſtarving, who are uſeful in 
their Generation ! What more abſurd, than 
that a wiſe and worthy Perſon ſhou'd be 
neglected and deſpis'd, not only by the 
Vulgar, but by thoſe who wou'd be thought 
better Judges, merely for want of Out-fide, 
and ſuch things as add no real Virtue to 
any Man; but do very much leſſen his, 
who poſſeſſes, and does not rightly uſe 
them! Whilſt every Body courts and crin- 
ges to a fortunate Profligate, or to a ſenſe- 
leſs Fop, who make a Noiſe and Figure in 
the World upon the Credit and Acquiſitions 
that the Virtues, or perhaps the Crimes, of 
their Anceſtors have left them! But alas ! 
notwithſtanding all the fine Compliments 
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the Letter makes our Age, for ſtanding ſo p.13. 


well affected to that Univerſal Remeay, the 
Ridicule ; it muſt be confeſs'd, that the 
Follies and Extravagancies, the ridiculous 
Impoſtures we juſt now obſerv'd, are fo 


far privileg d, as to be not only exempted. iz. 


from Criticiſin, but even flatterd with the 
higheſt Art. For Men do till keep their 
Titles and Properties, which are nothing 
elſe but Peculiar Cuſtoms and National Opi- 


nions, and whilſt theſe are ſer apart, there 


can be no impartial and free Cenſure of 
2 Mamners ;, 
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P. 49. 
P. 51. 


P. 57. 


P. 66. 
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Manners; We have the Letter-writer's word 
for it. So that in truth our Liberty does 
not run far enough; there are ſuch things 
as Law and Honor, as well as Conſcience, 
which reſtrain a brave Man from carving if 
out to himſelf the Fortune that he de- 
ſerves! | 

For had we all the Liberty that by the 
Principles and Witty Arguings of the Let- 
ter we may pretend to, the Examining of a 
Rich Man with Freedom and Familiarity ; 
an endeavour to put him not only in ordina- 
ry good Humour, but in the beſt of Humours, 
in the ſweeteſt, kindeſt Diſpoſition of his Life; 
in that Temper which is ſurely the height 
of Goodneſs, and which the Letter calls Ds. 
vine; which conſiſts not barely in wiſhing 
that others ſhou'd partake with him, but in 
actually ſupplying the Neceſſities of a part 
of Mankind; ſuch a generous attempt to 
make him learn Goodneſs, when perhaps he 
was but little difpos'd tot, cou'd never be 
thought worthy of ſo Tragical an Exit, as 
many a Gallant Fellow 1s forc'd to make at 
Tyburn. Thoſe Deluſions, which take with 


Judge and Jury, merely becauſe they come 


arm'd into Court with the ſpecious Pretext 
of Moral Certainty, and Matter of Fact, ought 
no longer to be heeded, now the Letter has 
diſcover'd ſuch Inpoſtures, and laid down a 
better Rule! For unleſs my Lord ** En- 
thuſiaſtic Friend is much miſtaken, a Man 


upon the Road may dare to treut his Betters 


3 freely, 


word! 


does 
hings 
ence, 
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reel, even tho they ſhow'd be Men of bigh- | 


fl Power among us, and be ſure they will not 


be diſpleas'd with this liberty; provided he 


oes but treat them with good Manners, 
Wuch as our Writer has ſhewn to Religion. 


and all the Reaſon in the World, at leaſt 
o much as the Letter affords, that _ 
ou'd take this Freedom kindly: Becauſe 


hey will be doubly Gainers by this Goodneſs p. c. 


theirs, if not in Money, yet in ſome- 


hat better, even in the Love and Praiſe of p. 6g. 


im, who does not in this Caſe give them 
gnorant Commendation, and forc d Applauſe, 
ut who has acguir d a competent Apprehen- 
ion, as having by his own Senſes found out 


omething that was really good. For the more b. 37. 


bey are ſcarchd into, and familiarly exa- 
ind, the more their Worth, that is, their 
Vealth, which is now-a-days the only Me- 
it, appears; and the Diſcoverer, tharm'd 
vith his ſucceſs, eſleems and loves more than 
ver / 


% 


HavinG thus apply'd the Rule of Ridi- p. 19, 19. 


ule to Civil Matters, and ſeen how admi- 
ably well it bears; paſs we on to thoſe of 
he Camp, which probably our Letter-writer 


ay allow to be, without peradventure, P. 17. 


ery grave and weighty in their own Nature, 
or he who ſhoots his Arrows againſt Hea- 
en, does it no hurt, they only return up- 


dn his own Head. But Generals, however 


'owerful, Wiſe, and Fortunate, not being 
mighty, muſt keep up their Reputation 


as 
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P. 61. 


18 
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as well as their Troops. Tis a tender String, 


wer 

not to be touch'd tho ever ſo gently ;, andf qual 
he who ſhou'd go about to Ridicule and bein 
Expoſe a Victorious Commander, wou'd, I mor 
doubt not, catch a Tartar, as he well de. gooc 
ſerves. And yet there is an odd way Fa & 
Reaſoning very Sovereign and very Powerful whi 
in {ome important Cafes, which wou'd ab mak 
moſt perſuade us that Life is not a ſerious wha 
thing, nor Death a grave buſineſs. It doe men 
in fact prevail with Thouſands ; or elfe of E 
. what ſhou'd we do for Soldiers? And bowl Hus 
cou'd ſuch a multitude of Men, if they tune 
were in their Senſes, expoſe themſelves for dam 
Sixpence a Day? The extreme good Hum mer 
of my Lord s Correſpondent may, it's like, figh 
Gods lum to conclude, that this is one d a & 
thoſe National Cuſtoms, which Fealonfie off Tha 
State, to the great detriment of the Public and 
exempts from the Freedom of Cenſure, tho] Act. 


his great Modeſty won't allow him to ſayfſh I 


ſo. And certainly it were better for poor Fe. ſerv 
lows to be ſuffer d to die with their Thoughts this 
about them, than to be fillipt into another of C 
World in Wrath, in Drink, and in a Hurry of 
Or if there is no other World, be permit tenc 
ted to live as long as they can in this. Theſſ tain 
Triumphs of a Conqueror, tis true, make mie: 
a glare in moft Men's Eyes, and Power 5 and 
a delicious Morſel; yet after all that ca mut 
be {aid for't, this way of deciding Quarrely Hu: 
by the Sword, mult be acknowledg'd not i Me: 
little Brutiſh, And if Ruin aud Deftru&ionſ} diſti 
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were all, a Plague, a Famine, or an Earth- 


quake, wou'd excel the greateſt Warrior, as 
being able to deſtroy more Speedily and 
more Effectually. It is the Prudence and 


good Conduct, the Generous Actions that 


a General has opportunity of ſhewing, 
which brings him in his true Glory : Theſe 
make him really Great and Triumphant, 
whatever his Succeſs may be. Tho' as I re- 
member, we have heard, or read in Hiſtory, 
of People who value nothing but Succeſs, 
Huzza the Victorious, tho' their good For- 
tune is owing to Chance or Folly; and 
damn the Unfortunate, tho* made ſo by 
mere Accidents, which no Humane Fore- 
fight or Prudence cou'd prevent: And of 
a Senate not, much Wiſer, who vote their 
Thanks, and give their Plaudits one Day, 
and ate for examining the Merits of the 
Action the next * 
Dou Ess our Lerter- writer wou d de- 
ſerve the Thanks of Mankind cou'd he laugli 
this boiſterous method of making War out 
of Countenance, and prevail with the Powers 
of Europe, at leaſt, to decide their Diffe- 
tences by the Ridicule. What an enters 
taining Sight would it be to fee two Ar- 
mies drawn up in Battalia, throwing Jeſts 
and Repartees at one another, inſtead of 
murdering Bullets! And how much more 
Humane, as well as Gallant, for a Body of 
Men, to conquer their Enemies by their 
diſtinguiſhed Wit, than by Brutal Force, in 
E 2 which 
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which many Beaſts are ſuperior to Man- 1... 
kind. The Golden Age would then return, ¶ ho- 
P. 3. tho' no Inquiſition, or formal Court of Fudi- 
|  cature were ſet up to forbid it. And be · N Def 
ſides the many Lives that wou'd be ſpar d, N - 
and wholly ſpent in Mirth and Good Hu- 
mour, abundance of Money wou'd be fav'd HAI: 
for the better Expence of Operas and Enter. the 
rainments, more ſutable to the Mildneſs of I % 
Humane Nature than Ghaſtly Wounds, * a 
And, which is yet more conſiderable, every ¶ hut 
Party aſſembled for Diverſion, might then ¶ vor. 
produce a General, expert and famous in ¶ he. 
the Art of Victory. Whereas in the pre- W grio 
ſent robuſt Contentions, to the very great Here 
Prejudice of that Equality which ought to N the! 
be preſerv'd among à Free People, a Nation ¶ p.., 
affords but One, and an Age not many Ep... 


Wares 15% 51:5 N Law 
THAT extraordinary Thoughts, which can hwy ; 
be no other than-Witty ones, are as neceſ- 1 


fary in the Camp as in other Places, we have aug 
See Letter @ bright and glaring Evidence in the Cam- I De 0 
* — pagne of Valencia, all our Succeſſes in Spain Ich 15 : 
"Vl tuo or three Years ago, being owing to ſuch elle 
cia, p. 216. Thoughts, and to the diligent Execution of lc. 
them. The Noble General who command- of W 
ed at that time, not inferior to Pan himſelf hh 
in the Art of War, fnding-means to ſirike a gro ˖ 
Terror thro' an Hoſt of Enemies, 7000 Men, 55 
by the belp of ſo: ſmall a Company as 1200! I&,.7s 
It was without doubt a real Pannic that of W 
feiz'd the French arid Spaniards, and A dir, a 
HNA 5 them 
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them raiſe the Siege of St. Mattheo. For 


tho* Pannics have been perverted to other _ 
purpoſes, their firſt Invention and Original 


Deſign was purely Military; as our Inge- 


nious Letter-Writer has prov'd paſt all Diſ— 


pute. Happy for us that our Enemies with 


all their Superſtition underſtood nothing off 


the Pannic, for had they been aware of its 
Impoſture and ſtood their Ground, we had 
not only loſt all our Hopes on that fide, 


but which wou'd have been infinitely more 


worthy to be regreted, all the Wonders of 
the enſuing Campagne, ſo fruitful of Illu- 
ſtrious Precedents to future Ages. And that 
Heroic General might have periſbd without 
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the Honour due to a Man deſerving a better th. p 234- 


Fate Like Ahner have fallen a Sacrifite to 
Poltrons, who ought to have underſtood the 
Laws of Chivalry better, than to attack a 
brave Man at ſuch great Diſadvantage. 

To depend entirely on one's own Con- 
duct, and Happy Invention, without 


Dependence on other People, or on Fortune, Ib. p. 278. 


that is, as I take it on Providence; for what 
elſe can Fortune mean when diſtinguiſh d 


from other People? This is the Perfection 


of Wit. And that Superior Genius, that 
reach of Thought, which cou'd maintain its 


ground againſt the Forces of the Enemy; as Ib. p. 229. 


gainſt Orders from Court; againſt Unanimous 


D 


and REASONABLE Opinions of a Council 
of War, tho” it may have a very Romantick 
dir, even in the Opinion of its own Hiſto- 

E 3 7 rian, 
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ter " rian, is doubtleſs Really Grave, and there. 


Pr 17> FO: fore can never be too much honor d and re. 
ver d, becauſe it will and the Teſt l 
Ridicule, or whatever Teſt you ſhall ple 


to try it by Whence it is evident, that the || 


Art of War was never brought to its utmoſt 


Perfection till the Campagne in Valencia. Fot 


to Conquer by Force of Arms is a vulgar 


way, neither ſo Heroic nor ſo Humane, «8 


to do it by Dint of Wit. To look fo far 

into Mens 8 to judge ſo truly of their 
Fidelity (if a Spy can pretend to any) as 

well as of their Capacity, and of Men's Love 

to their Families, which generally give 

place to the Love of themſelves; and not 

to be deceiv'd nor diſappointed in that Mul 

titude of Spies and Intelligencers that were 
employ'd, ſpeaks a Sagacity more than Hu. 
mane! Nor cou'd it enter into the Head of 

any but a Man of Wit, to raife a Siege with 
1200 Men, when the Beſiegers were almoſt 
{1x times the Number; to purſue a well ap 

pointed Army of between 2000 and 3000 

Horſe, and about 4000 Foot, with leſs than 

ampagne, 200 Dragoons upon Horſes that cou'd bard 
25. 755 and — drive them twenty Leagues bs 
ore him! and with a ſmall Party of thoſe 

IÞ. p. 236- Dragoons to ride up to the Gates of a Forts 
f. 23% yd Town under the Sbot of all their Muf 
tete, and ſo to 1 both the good 
Prieſts and 4 thouſand of the Towns-Peoplt 
well Arm d, that they ſhou'd not be De ta 


ſtay Air Minute to conſider of the me 


P. 239. 


encounters with a Wit. 
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or to ſee how well the General was attend- 
ed; or whether there was any Appearance 
of the Artillery and Miners he threatned 
them with! A General of ſuch uncommon 
Thoughts muſt needs be Victorious, for he 
will always find his Enemies ſurpriz d 6 
Unprovided and Defenceleſs. Whereas your 


er, ma mdnage bis Matters with a preat 
2 of Dexverity Sa very much like a Off H- 
cer, but it will be all to little purpoſe if he 
The Die will cer- 
tainly be turn'd upon him; he will fall in- 
to the Ridicule of Believing and Confiding 


in his Enemy, of rendring himſelf ſuſpect- 


ed to his Friends, and doing the very ns 
that he contriv d to avoid! 


| mere Soldier, tho* ever ſo good 4 General P. 263. 


IF the Liberty we have now taken from Letter 


to run too far, and we be ſaid to ma 
ill uſe of it, in being thus free with our Su- 
periors, they muſt give me leave to aſk in 
the words of my Lord s Friend, who ſhall 
be the Fudge? What Bounds were former- 


ly ſet to Wit, we ſhall fee preſently ; for 


in our Father's Days exceſſive and unre- 
ſtrain d Liberty might perhaps be call d Li- 
centiouſneſs. Wit has of late Decreed that 
there can be no ſuch thing; that 3 
ſnall be boundleſs; that unleſs b 

uſing, tis impoſſible to abuſe Wit ; dine Its 
Privileges and Prerogatives are whatever i it 


mall Declare to be ſo; or rather, they ſhall 


be reſery'd in petto, to be produc d and exem- 
| E 4 plify'd 


1 P15. 


7% 


F. 29. 
p. 31. 


Letter 
p- 19. 


P. 16. 


7. 53. 
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plify'd as Occaſion ſerves, So that a Wit, 
Dramcanſir like, 


He Writes, he Huffs, he Struts, Looks big, 


and Stares, 


And all this he can Do, becauſe be Dares. 


For who ſhall judge for a Man in matter 


of Wit? 8 Uniformity of Opinion? 
A hopeful Project! The only way to ſave 
Men's Senſe, or to preſerve Wit at all in the 
World, as no ſmall Maſter in the Trade aſ- 
ſures us, is to give Liberty to Wit. Nom Wit 
can never have its Liberty, where the ** 
dom of Raillery is. talen away. 1 we fear 
to apply this Rule in ANT 7H ING, what 


Security can we habe ag ainſt the Impoſture of 


Formality in ALL'THINGS. Let but 
the Search go freely on, apply this Teſt Uni- 
verſally, and the right Meaſure will ſoon be 
found: And when every thing is repreſent- 
ed as Ridiculous, nothing will be ſo. 

IIIs certain, for look into the Letter 
and you'll find it Demonſtrated, that unleſs 
the Reverend Bench af Judges, and our 
Rulers in Civil and in Military Poſts, can 
purge themſelves of 1 and clearly 
prove that they are truly and perfettly Good, 
according to the Notion ſo wiſely ſertled in 
the Letter, they are not to be reputed Judg- 
es, or Governors, but Tyrants and Op- 
preſſors. What Vertue in aſſuming an Opi- 


nion e 70 the ORPFar OMe of things, in 
as re; ſoloing 
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reſolving to hear nothing that can be ſaid a- 
gainſt it? In preſuming Men are Wife, Juſt 
and Good, merely becauſe they are in Place 
and Power, and before we have apply'd the p. 19. 
Ridicule to them, to ſee whether it will bear 
or no. To ſuppoſe them Good, without 


bringing them to the Infallible Te/? of Ri- p. 17. 


dicule, is to give up our preliminary Right of F. 9. 
Judgment, and to allow our ſelves to he moſt 
Ridiculous. And toben toe are affraid to uſe p. 52. 
our Reaſon freely, even on that very Que- 
ſtion, we then actually preſume them Bad, 


and fat contradict that pretended Character 
7 


of Goodneſs, whilſt we diſcover this Miſtriiſt 
of their Temper, and fear their Anger and 
Reſentment, in the Caſe of this Freedom 
Enquiry. To make a Merit of ſaying all the p. 53. 
Good we can of them, at the very ſtretch of 
our Reaſon, and ſometimes quite beyond it, 
is no better than flattering and even mocking 
them. | 

ON the other fide, we can never uſe too p. 4% 
much Good Humor, nor 'examine any I hing 
or Perſon with-too much Freedom and Fami- 
liarity. For if they be Sincere and Genuine, 
they will not only ſtand the Proof, but thrive 
and gain Advantage from hence «If they be 
Wurious or mixt © with any Imtoſture, they 
will be detected and expos'd. And ſince no 
Man cares to be deceiv'd himſelf, why 
ſhou'd he defire to Impoſe on others? Im- 
poſture is perhaps for his turn to Day, it 
my be in the oppoſite Intereſt to Morrow, 


* 
| 
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If his Principles and Actions are ſuch 2 
need not fear the Light, if his Humor is of MW fon. 
the Right Temper, he will only ſhine the by | 
more for being expos d. Nor ought he w Gr 
- think ita Diſreſpect or leſſening of his Cha. ſure 
| Letter racter, to be ſpoke of with Frecdom ani Anc 
5. . Pleaſantneſs, to be treated after a Bart lem dert 
r. 46 Fair Met bod, and to fee People rake a Fany il t len 
ta att Pupper-Shews in his Contempt. Fo get | 
what Privilege can a Mortal, be he eve own 
ſo Good and Great pretend, to exempt hin 
from that Uſage which is offer'd to Religion, 
to the Apoſtles and all Holy Saints and 
Martyrs, nay even to the GOD and 88. 
viour of Mankind, and this in a Chriſtian 
a Proteſtant, and a very Godly, Zealou 
Nation! Rn 
p. 17. Bur hold tis allow 'd that No Rid. 
| cule can lie againſt Reaſon, nor conſequent 
ly againſt Ae, if it is Rational. And 
one wou d think the Chriſtian Religion ha 
been fo fully and fo often prov'd to wp 
ly Reaſonable, not only by tht 
g 7 Juſtice wv] Clergy, but by the * Laity alſo 
Sir Charles Woſely, Sir Je- that a Man muſt have an Afiuy | 
fer King, Mr. Neon, c. race beyond that of a Comme 
Teſter or Buffoon, to ſuppoſe that it is not { 
| How then can any one of the leaſt Fufine 
* endure a Ridicule fo wrong plac d 
. othing is more Ridiculows than ibis it ſe concert 
And if Men Reaſon ſo ill as to laugh in thy Religi 
p. 16. wrong Place, 'tis Reaſon ſtill muſt teach the Tir 
to do better. Reaſon then is Judge of Witf Aa 
| al 


* 


ig. in it, wou'd be a New, and Ha 
nion. And becauſe the Authority of Phi- 
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and Religion, which is only Improv'd Rea» 

ſon, is a Privileg'd Subject, not to be touch d 

by Raillery. We are ſure that it is Really p. 18. 
Grave, aud of the higheſt Importance; as 

ſure as we can be of our own Exiſtence, 

And if you wonder, Reader, that having un- 
dertaken the Subject of Wit, a mere Bar- P. 33, 34+ 
tlemy Fair Buſineſs, I ſboud at any time for- 

get my ſelf ſo 1 as to grow ſerious; I muſt 

own to you, that it is not thro Chance mere- 

ly that it has thus happen d. To ſay Truth, 
bh extremely deſirous to preſerve Wit in 

the World, ſo much of it I mean as is good 

for any thing, I wou'd not quite diſcard Rea» 

ſon, and become a Monkey inſtead of a Man, 

For unleſs Mankind have been miſtaken 
from the beginning of the World, Reaſon 

is a Grave, Serious, or if you will a Formal 


Thing: It is all of a Piece, and has often 


but one way to go when it follows Truth. 
A Mathematical Demonſtration with a Feſt 


ppy Inveny 


lofophers and Witty Men, may go farther 
than the moſt ſolid Reaſonings with our 
Writers of Lerters and Men of their Stamp, 
tho* Divine Authority be of Small Reputa- 
tion with them; let us ſee what has for- 


ac merly been the Opinion of Famous Men 


thy] Religion, 3 


Aae, nor Mice of an higher Denominati- 
; | ON rarer, 


concerning Wit, and the Uſe of Raillery in 


Time was when neither Country nor City Preface wy 
Panther 
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on, were at all Ambitious f Laughing at any wh 
Perſuaſion, or making Religion the Subject of its 

. .  Fheir Trifies. There may indeed be Modern 

as well as Antient Metamorphoſes. A Rea- ¶ Fair 
der in a Church, was heretofore chang'd in- whe 
to an Emperor, and then into a declar'd 4. MW Wo! 
poſtate. And why may not a Mathematical It 5 
Demonſtration be Tranſvers'd into Prophe. MW "Pr 
cy? Poets Tranſpros'd intoPeers? Patriots der 
and grave Politicians be Tranſlated into Buf- ¶Vou 
foons ? And a Little Moufe be Transformd out) 
into a Great Man? This may be for ought 
| one knows, for Times and Men are change- 
Letter able. Only Truth is ſtill the ſame; it is the 
nut powerful thing in the World, even by 
the Confeſſion of its Adverſaries. Whate- 
ver our manner of Conception may be, whe- 
ther Things appear Weighty or Ridiculous in 
our Imaginations, this makes no Alteration 
in the Things themſelves; their Nature 1s 
not chang'd by any Thoughts of ours con- 
cerning them. Whence we may conclude, 
Preface to That ſince, in the Memory of moſt of us, it 
2. /. was Wit, as well as good Senſe, to alk What 
Relation has a Hind to our Saviour? And 
what Notion have we of a Panthers Bible? 
For the fame Reaſon, What has a Puppet- 
ſhem to do with Religion? And what Fren- 
zy is it to propoſe a Bart'lemy Fair Method Nh. 
of trying it? If it is abſurd in Comedies, to 
male a Peaſant talk in the Strain of a Hero, 
or a Country Wench uſe the Language of the 
Court, bow Monſirous and Unnatural is it, 


1 (2s Which 


ophe· 
riots 
; But- 
wm'd 
ught 
ange⸗ 
is the 
n by 
hate- 
whe- 
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which weighs more with ſome People than 
its being Profane and Impious, to bring in 
Apollo and the Muſes, the Nymphs and the 
Fairies, Bart lemy Fair, and a Puppet-ſhew, 
when we ſpeak of the True GOD and his 
Worſhip! And ſetting aſide the Blaſphemy, 


vER 2. TIS... © Ms. 


lit is infinitely more Fooliſh and Abſurd, to 


repreſent him like our ſelves, or rather un- 
der a CharaQter which a Man of any Spirit 
wou d deſpiſe, without Underſtanding, with- 
out Juſtice, or Senſe of Honor, than' it is 
to make a Prieft of a Hind, and a Parſon of a 
Panther, Nor is it leſs Prepoſterous and 
Ridiculous, to ſpeak of Sacred, Auguſt, and 
Great, and for this Reaſon privileg'd Subjects, 
in certain little, and unbecoming Modes of 
peech, than it is to go to Court in Trunk 
oſe and Farthingales, or to approach the 
Preſence in the Habit of a Harlequin. 
SOME notable Authors of our Nation, who letter 
are as fit as any Men to manage a Public P. 26, 27. 
ading in this Caſe, give us ſuch a pretty 
Iccount of Wit, that one can no more for- 
dear being fond of it than of Miſchief and 
adneſs. In the Opinion of the Great 
lr. Lock, Wit lies quite on the other fide of Ef, K 2. 
Judgment ;, and conſiſts in ſomething that is C11. La. 
perfectly conformable to Truth and Reaſon, © 
nd another ingenious Writer tells us, That of Educs: 
it chiefly confiders Appearances, takes them *% c. 11. 
Ir Reality, puts one thing inſtead of another, 
ith like Dexterity as a Fupler does bis. 
Men are Irreſolute, In- 
\ * conſlant, 
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conſtant, Unfortunate, commonly unfit for Bu: 

 fomeſs, and their Wit failing before they an. 

| ive at Old Age, they become flat and con- 

| temptible. If Wit be join'd with Power, it i 

4 in his Opinion, very dangerous to the Public; 

all Miſchiefs in Commonwealths proceeding 

| -  fromiheſe Wits; for Wiſe Men will not di 

| urb Governments, and Fools cannot. They 

. whoſe Wit does not carry them ſo far, ob 

| tain the noble Titles of Facetious Compani 

| ons, Good Drolls, Men who make us N 

And the beſt Place to fix them in is a Ts 

vern or 4 Coffee-Houſe:;, until their Brain 

growing Hot they proceed to Entbufſtaſmn, cal 

upon the Nympbs and Muſes (the very Lan- 

guage of our Letter-Writer ) and ſo proceel 

to take their Degrees in Bedlam-College. Ex 

cellent account of Wit! What Man of Qu 

lity, Education, and Fortune, wou'd not b 

fond of ſuch a Character, ſuch a Fate! Goo 

Senſe is a mere Aſs to Wit; Reaſon 

Grave, Formal Buſineſs, which may ferw 

TT ſome of the Purpoſes of Life, but can't mal 
us half ſo merry as a Smithfield Booth! 

WE know. who ſaid, and upon what oca 

Preface to ſion, That the beſt Things are capable of bein 

EASE rurn'd into Ridicule, 4 Homer has ben 

ther Trang Burleſqu d, and Virgil Traueſted, withoi 

vera d. ſuffering any thing in their Reputation fron 

that Bufjoonry. No more will any othe! 

Grave and Serious Author when wreſtei 

from bis true Senſe; and leaſt of all the 8 

cred Truths of Religion. Even the 75 

) | 3-4 
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| 
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orofeſſor of Ridicule allows, that we can Letter to 
ver be too Grave, if we can but be ſure p. 5 88 | 
rhat we are really ſo; and we can never | 
ro much honor or revere any thing for | 


rave, if we are ſure the Thing is Grave, as 
ve apprehend it. 

THE main Point, then, is to know always 
true Gravity from the falſe;, and ſo great is 
his Humanity, that he will not allow Man- 
kind to have hitherto had the Wit to diſtin- 
guiſn them; or to know the Torkſbire Breed 
of Racers, from the Bart lemy Fair Hobby- 
Horſes! But has not one Reaſon to think 
that Man's Head is oddly turn d, and to ſuſ- 
pet his Brains, as well as his Faith and Mo- 
rals, who has ſo little Judgment as to ima- 
vine, that Subjects, which Mankind in gene- 
ral, and eſpecially the Polite and Ingenious 
part, have hitherto treated with the higheſt 
Reſpe& and Veneration, are all of a ſudden to 
be laught out of the World by a Intle pert 
Raillery? Nothing but a ſtrong inclination well p. g, g; 
improv'd, and the being wonderfully bappy in a 
Faculty of deceiving bimſelf, whenever he ſets 
heartily about it; an Underſtanding as de- 
prav'd as his Will, and a Taſte as vicious as 
his Appetites; can make ſuch Witticiſms re- 
liſh, I need not ſay with a Man of Religion 
and Virtue, but even of Breeding and Com- 
mon Senſe. A Writer ſo briſk out of Sea- 
ton; whoſe Deſign and Management are fo 
"FF contrary to the End and Uſe of real Wit; 

a who Judges fo IIl as to pretend to excite 
Mirth 


. —— - — ee 


80. 


who has laid his Ridicule again# Reaſon, and iſ 


P. 16. 


Eſſay on 


Tranſlated 


Verſe. 


never made an Artiſt; the Attitudes, Propor- 


nor Senſe unleſs to the Purpoſe: Nor wou'd 
any Man utter an indecent Jeſt, which inaſ- 


n, will fall at laſt where it deſerves. 
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Mirth and good Humor, by that which na. 
turally ſtrikes us with Horror and Deteſtz- 
tion; ſuch a Writer whenever we can pre. 
vail with our ſelves to lay our juſt Indigna- 


tion aſide, naturally falls into Ridicule. NM. 
thing can be more Ridiculous than he himſelf 


the Giver of it. Such an Unnatural Hum 
cannot hold, but the Ridicule ſo ill plac d at 


WANT of Decency, Decency of any ſort, 
is want of Senſe, in the Judgment of an in- 
comparable Poet, and Judictous Critic, my 
Lord Roſcomon : Nor does! mpiety, any more 
than Immodeſty admit of Defence, _ it be 
ever ſo much ſet forth, 


WithPompous Non ſen ſe, and a bellowing Sound: 


The very Character of the Letter-ꝛriters 
Style. Colouring is the leaſt of the Matter, 
both in Wit and Painting; a few bold Strokes 


tions, and above all the Deſign, ſnew the Ma- 
ſterly Genius. He who Paints or Writes be- 
neath Life, is more abje& and mean, but not 
leſs unnatural than he who ſtretches beyond 
it. Nothing can be Wit that is not Senſe; 


much as it is Indecent 1s therefore Silly, but 
thro' a Conſciouſneſs of his want of Genius, 
and that he has not Wit eto do better. 


Tus was I the Engliſh Taſte, that 
| "m 


ch na. 
eteſts- 
n pre- 
119na- 
„ NV. 


imſelf Ml 5 
but we often ſee, that the Man of Figure 


does the Baſe and Mean, and the Perſon of 


n, and 
Tum 


GA al 
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it is alter d is certain, but I fear not for the 
better, that Men of Quality and Senſe can 


Ireliſh ſuch Letters as that to my Lord * * *, 


[ don't ſay, that Quality and Senſe always 
meet; or that real Honor and Title do con- 
ſtantly go together. They ought to do ſo, 


o-Figure the Brave and Honorable Action. 
And if he can't ſhame his Superiors into 
better Manners, by the Decent, yet home 
Reproof of a Good Example, he will at leaſt 
be above the Infection of their Bad one. But 
the Miſchief that Buffoons and little Wri- 
ters do, is indeed to be imputed to the Coun- 
tenance and Support of their Betters, whoſe 
Breath inſpires and moves theſe Puppets; 
and who, as is to be fear'd, a& behind the 
Scene, and are the Apes that put the Cat's 
Paws into the Fire, that is too hot for their 
own Fingers. 

ANTIENTLY the Fools, that is the Wits 
of thoſe Times, deny'd Providence and Blaſ- 
phem'd GOD, in their Hearts only. They 
ſecretly with'd there were no GOD, becauſe 
their Corrupt and Abominable Works, ex- 
pos d them to his Juſtice. But they had not 
the bonne Aſſurance to call thatJuſtice M A- 
LICE, to ſpeak out their Wiſhes freely, and 
to put the Cne/tion whether He really be, or p 4 
wr, The making War with Heaven, is a 
Bravery referv'd for our Glorious Days of 
Liberty and Reformation! Days, which a 

| 5 certain 


82 


ſures more than lovers of GOD. Lovers of 


end of their Lives, that long, long Period 
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certain Antient Author has been ſo free ui | 
to call Perilous Times; and has deſcrib'd the 
Men of theſe la#t Days, by all thoſe lovely 
CharaQers with our Fine Gentlemen are il 
fond of. For not to inſiſt on their beingſf 
Covetous, Boaſters, Proud, B laſphemers, Bice p 
bedient, Unthankful, Unboly, without Natura 
Aſections, breakers of their Word, and mol! ö tis 1 
folemn Covenants, falſe Accuſers, Incontinenl and 
Fierce, Deſpiſers of thoſe that are Good; we nin, 
ſhall only take notice of them by their being logue 
lovers of their own ſelves, without regard oli be { 
others. Very paſſionate and judicious Lo- how 
vers indeed! who for the ſake of their den and 


Selves (as they ſuppoſe) are hovers of Ples * 
art 


berty 
doub 
How 


be ſu 


Lat 
the 
men 
Sent 
thei 
with 
oper 


thoſe luſcious, cleanly and laſting Plex 
fures, which it may be will endure to the 


and it may be not, as it happens, and as theit 
Pleaſures, Conſtitutions and Doctors can 2. 
gree. Moſt of them not having ſo much a 
a Form of Godlineſs, proclaim their Sin 2 
l and thoſe who have the Form de. 
- the Power thereof. Ever learning, pre- Hono 

— ing to Reaſon, Wit, and great Diſcove- , Lt 
ries; and yet never able, 'becauſenot willing, ſome 
ro come to the Knowledge of the Truth. Theis the 
Corrupt Minds, being the real Cauſe of theitiſ mem 
having no Judgment concerning the Faith. open 
THER Prompters are indeed grown above May t 


the little Arts of thoſe who write Letters Gran 
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Ladys, who creep into Honſes, and with 
theſe Tales of a Tub, lead captive filly War 
men. Silly, not through want of Natural 
Senſe and Underſtanding, but by reaſon of 
their being laden teith Sin, and led amay 
with divers Luſts, The Addreſs is now 
openly made to the Great Men, the Men, as P. 37. 


; tis ſaid, of higheſt Power among us, of Senſe b. 17. 


and Breeding, of a more than ordinary Ge- 


loquence, and Height of Goodneſs, make them P. 36. 


be ſo much adber'd to, and belov'd. And 
how are they receiv'd by my Lord * 


and the reſt of thoſe nobleſt Hors, and P 
the nobleſt Part affign'd to any Mortal un this 
Earthly Sta _ they are acting fur Li- 
berty ad e of which themſelves, 
ie are the moſt conſiderable part! 
How are they receiv'd? Why, not amiſs; to 
be ſure, ſince the great Patrons, as well as 
the little Embuſuaſtic Friends , inſpir d by p. ul. 
their ĩmagin d Preſence, have altogether Bro- 
ten the Toke, and burſt the Bonds, the fooliſh 
Bonds, as they ſuppoſe, of Conſcience and 
Honour ! 

THis is the good Manners with which 
ſome Men treat Religion; and the Wonder 
is the leſs, if they are new Men : For re- 
membring by what ways and means they 
open d the Door to Preferment, tis like they 
may thiuk fit to maintain their Power and 
Grandeur by the ſame method. Our An- 
tient Engliſh Peerage were of another ſtrain; 
7 2 they 


84 


well as their Enemies. Their Health wa 
not conſum'd in Debauchery, nor were their 


rit only obtain'd their Friendſhip; and 


might be, if his Mind was great enough 


Kindneſs. To be their Friend, was to be 


it gave Light for their Direction, and at 
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they were not more remarkable for their 
Loyalty to their Prince, than their Piety to 
their GOD. They ſubdu d themſelves, az 


Eſtates ſquander'd in Vanity, Gaming and 
Luxury; but Generouſſy beſtow'd in Cha- 
rity, Hoſpitality and Liberality. Real Me. 


whatever a Man's Outward Circumſtances 


to emulate and follow, muck more if it 
was able to fet a Pattern of the moſt Ge 
nerous, Virtuous and Noble Actions, he 
was duly qualify'd for their Eſteem and 


entitled to a Real Honour; and therefore 
to be fure, their Friendſhips were far, ver 
far from being a Confederacy in Wicked- 
neſs, or a Snare to Honeſty. They deſpisd 
a Man who wou'd forſake his own Reaſon, 
and blindly follow other Men's; who wou 
violate his Conſcience to make his Fortune, 
or ſave his Eſtate; and who had either no 
Principles, or ſuch as wou'd conform to 
every Faſhion. And whilſt our Nobility 
maintain'd this true Grandeur, their Ele- 
vation became them; none preſum'd to 
Envy, what all Rever'd. It was conſiderd 
as due to their Virtue, and as a very con- 
ſiderable Benefit to their Inferiors, in that 


forded them Encouragement and Protection 
1 i 


.. A ³ wm rn — — — ae 
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their in Well-doing, For Men of Quality did 


ty o not ſtudy to diſtinguiſh themſelves by Su- 
* ðpercilious Diſtances and little Affectations; 
| ber but by the ſhining Glories of a Superior 
then Merit. They ſhone by their own Bright- 
D neſs, without being oblig d to any external 
1 Me 8 Advantages for their Luſtre. Their Great- 
* "Wy neſs was ſuch as cou'd not be taken from 
. and them; it was even and conſpicuous, in all 
tance BY the Revolutions of Fortunes Wheel. 
nov Ir is to be hop'd that ſome of this An- | 
* "W tient Race do ſtill remain, whoſe good Man- © 
it Ge. ners are as different from that of the other, B 
i 4 as their Blood. Who eſteem Religion wor- 1 


thy of the utmoſt Reſpect, and the higheſt 
Veneration; not only as it is a complete 
refon Syſtem of the moſt excellent Laws, and 
vc moſt Beneficial to Mankind; but chiefly by | 
1ckel-W re:fon of the Divine Authority of the Law- | 
giver, For ſurely no Deference can be great | 
eaſon enough to be ſhewn towards the Maker and | 
would Governor of All Things; no Obedience, no 
TU Submiſſion too much. The moſt conſum- | 
aer no mate Wiſdom is to Believe what He Teaches, 1 
! OF and the only ſure way to Happineſs is to it 
obilit) Do what He Commands. For Infinite Wiſ- | 
r Ele dom cannot Err, and Infinite Goodneſs will | 
nd 1 neither Deceive nor Diſappoint us. And | 
ſiderd one has reaſon to think that thoſe, who 


y gre treat Religion with this fort of good Man- | 
. 1 1 ners, are not Inferior either in Quatiry or | 


_ Underſtanding to my Lord ***, or the | 
* greateſt of his Friends. 1 2 | 
F 3 THE 
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TE Mamers are indeed extremely dif. 


ferent; and if there ariſes a Diſpute about 
the Right Meaſure j: who ſhall be Judge? 


Shall Magiſtracy vonc hſafeæ to interpoſe? By 


nd means, it has ſo ill a hand, if you'll be- 
heve the Lztter-writer, as to ſpoil every 
thing it attempts to ſettle. And Men of his 
way care as littlæ for Government as they 
do for Religion, both being a Reſtraint to 
that Licentiouſnefs which they miſcal Li- 
herty.: But here again ariſes another Que- 


ton} and that is, whether Magiſtracy is not 


under an Obligation to interpoſe ? It is ge- 


nerally believ d that David acted like a Wiſe 


and Prudent Governor, as well as like a 
Holy and Virtuous Man, when he reſolv'd 
to baniſh all Impious, Profane and Wicked 
Perſons from his Court and Councils, and 
to roat out all Wicked doers from the Land 
in which he Reigud. For if the Magiſtrate 
derives his Power from GOD, as ſome at- 
firm, he may be thought to hear the Sword 
in vnin, it through Fear or Favour, he neg- 


lects to draw it in Vindication: of, his Ma- 


ſter's Honour: If from the People, as others 
hold, he does but ill conſult their Safety, 
that Supreme Lam, who ſuffers the Foun- 
dations to be caſt down, and does not, as 
much as in him lies, avert the juſt Ven- 
geance of the Al mighty. | 

--PaRDox me, I am not ſetting forth on 


any fort of Errautty, nor ſo fooliſh as to 
fancy I can Reform the Ags : Ir:chinks i | 


＋ 
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| ſelf too Wiſe already, to be made Wiſer by 


ſuch an unfaſhiohable Writer. Not but 
that Mankind are ready enough to learn 


any Vice or Folly; and thoſe Humble Good 


Souls! who don't glory in Invention, whoſe 
Pride 1s not turn'd that way, are at leaft 


content to conform to the Faſhion. They 
honor Wiſdom and Virtue, they give the 

Preference to, and delight in theſe, if you 
will believe them. But, ſenſible of their own 


Weakneſs, they dare not oppoſe a Torrent. 
What! venture to be Laugh'd at, tho in 
the Cauſe of Religion and Virtue! or in a- 
ny Caſe, unleſs in purſuit of a Darling Fol- 
ly of our own! Can it be a fault to be Mo- 
deſt and Reſerv'd in Piety and Well-doing ; 
fince it is fo great a Crime to be Bold and 
Audacious in Wickednels! Cuſtom, and 
the way of the World, prevail over all our 
good Purpoſes. We mean exceeding well, 
it is impoſſible to have better Wiſhes and 
Deſires, nobler Deſigns ; but alas! the 
Crowd and Hurry of Buſineſs and Ceremo- 
ny, and now and then a little Sloth due to 
our Rank, and Time to Breath in, and di- 
vert our ſelves, renders them all ineffectual. 
Hereafter we hope to be more confirm'd 


in Virtue; the Vogue may turn to Piety's 


fide, and then none ſhou d be more glad to 
Follow, tho we want Confidence to Lead. 
For the only Party that a Man's aſham'd 


to be at the Head of, is that whoſe Piety 


is Real and Sincere. The Hypocritical Pre- 
F 4 tence 


87 
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P. 23 
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tence 1s indeed too frequently put on, and 

too often ſucceſsful. Thus the World con- 
tinues, as it was, or rather grows worſe 
and worſe, being {ill complain'd of, yet un- 
amended. Birds of Prey take their flight 
to devour, and are not deter'd through a fear 


of Singularity : But the Geeſe follow pne Mk; 


another. And be aſſurd, Reader, that un- 
leſs you have other Advantages, beſides 2 
good Underſtanding, and an honeſt, reſolute 
Heart, you and I ſhall leave Mankind juſt 


as we found them. - Courage Temas he tis i 


2 noble Attempt to be Public Benefactors 

in reſcuing Humane Nature from the moſt 

ignominious Slavery, by ſeeing it up to 
1 


a Senſe of its Original Dignity; how little 
ſoever the Benefaction is underſtood, or 


how much ſoever undervalu'd. And tho 


we loſe our Labor for the preſent, a Day 
will come when we ſhall find our Reward, 
Wx read in Hiſtory, ſays the Letter, 
« that Pan, when he accompany'd Bacchus 
jn an Expedition to the Indies, found 
means to ſtrike a Terror through an Hoſt 
* of Enemies, by the help of a ſmall Com- 
* pany, whole Clamors he manag d to good 
advantage. And we may ſee in our own 
Age, a ſmall Company, Votaries to Bacchw, 
and ſuch like Deities, who in hopes of be- 
ing diſtinguiſh'd for ſomething or other, (as 
Foſtratus of old) put in Practice that ſame 
Stratagem. And by their loud Clamours, 


and e and Laughter, manag d to good 


advantage 
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and Wl advantage among ſome ecchoing Machines, 
con- BY whoſe Skulls are empty, and their Front of 
'orle ¶ proof, Engines who reſemble Men in every 
un. thing, except in the want, the inconſiderable 
light want! of Reaſon and Religion; have fo far 
fear ¶ prevail'd, as to fright the generality of Man- 
one kind from a Generous Exertion of them- 
t un- ſelves, their Abilities, . Power, 


es 2 Vin a becoming Zeal for their Maker's Ho- 
olute nor, and for the Vindication of Religion, — 
juſt Mall I fay—? or even of Humane Nature 
„ Us Mit ſelf, from the Indignities that Monſters 
tors, {bring upon it. I pray GOD that it be not 
moſt laid to their Charge; and that the Woe de- 


Ip to 


nounc'd againſt faint Hearts and feeble 
little 


Hands may not overtake them, 


|, Or For that a Chriſtian ſhou'd be zealous 
tho Win reſcuing Souls from the Error of their 
Day ways, is no wonder; it is indeed to be won- 
ard. der d how he dares neglect it, conſidering that 
etter, the Love of GOD, and of his Neigh ur, 
ccbus Fare the Principles by which he acts. But 


ound one wou'd think that Libertines, of all Men, 
Holt Whou'd be unconcern'd in making Proſelytes; 
Com. Wince they expect no future Reward for thei 

good Labor, and to ſucceed in it wou'd be only 


r Own Mo ſpoil their preſent e For the Hap- 


cc hu, Ipineſs of a Chriſtian conſiſting in the En- 
 be- Fhoyment of an Infinite Good, may be com- 
r, (as Inunicated to eyery one, there is no inter- 
ſame Wering in the Poſſeſſion of it, nor any occa- 
nours, ion of Envy or Quarrel, but he who ad- 
| goo Frances his Neighbour's Felicity, does very 


mage 
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conſiderably increaſe his. own. Whereas F 


Libertine Pleaſures depending on limited | = 
and precarious Objects, which are often out Mrous 
of our Power, and which mult be engroſs d, Mare 

and many times deſtroy d, are continual oc- s U 


caſions of Solicitude, Diſquiet and Grief; 
ſo that the Pain they giwe is general 1 
greater than the Delight. As 1s ſufficient - 
ly prov'd, by the —— deſire of Vari- 

_ ety; it being very certain, that if the pre- 
ſent Entertainment farisfy'd, or were equal 
to a Man's Wiſhes, he wou'd not diſguſt it 
and ſeek a Change. Which 1s juſt rs 5 
Relief as changing Poſture is to a ſick Per- 
ſon, it a little amuſes the Man, but docs 
not cure the Diſtemper. To proſelyte Men 
to Libertinifm is therefore highly impoli- 


— tic; becaule the plain honeſt Morals of ahe M 
Libertine, are of a-piece with his Creed: Ind P 
This reaches no farther than he can ſce, Wver-d 

and the other ſcarce ſo far as you can e mon 
him; to impoſe on you to your Face being Mimatic 
indeed moſt dextrous, and for this Reaſon Wrou'd 

2 greater Proof, and nobler Exerciſe of Wit. WW Cor 

So that to make Libertines, is to make ſof no C 
many Beaſts of Prey, Foxes and other Ver- :ru/ 
min; and to do all one can to reduce Mau-Wryger j 

kind to a ſtate of open Violence, or diſſem- he Sh. 

bled Malice, which ſome, taking the Mes. rave, 
ſure from themſelves, have fall call'd de 


State of Nature. And how can the Teach ll the 
ers of ſuch worthy Opinions be ſure, that hen t 
they ſhall not be Cs by the Strength hace th 
or Cunning of their Diſciples? THE 


* 
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reas Tae Letter has oblig d us with a clear 


uted Diſcovery of the Myſtery of this prepoſte- 
out rous Zeal. His good Pevple the Libertines P. 62. 
sd, Mare, as he owns, very far from being AS- 
1 oc- Ns UR D. Tho' the Path they tread in may 
rief; be broad, yet being dark, and boggy, it af- 
rally . fords no firm footing. Their Reaſon, which v. 58. 


1ent- 


51 Wihnows the Cheat they wou'd fain put upon 
art 


hemſelves and others, fails not to remind 


pre- hem of it in their cooler Hours, and will 
equal ¶ ever reſt througbly ſatisfy'd on ſuch a bot- 
ult u em, but turns them oft a-arift, and toſſes 
ich 3 ben on à Sea of Doubts and Perplextities. 


Per. Like Children in the dark, they are afraid, 


docs nd cry out to draw as great a Crowd as 
Men Whey can about them. And notwithſtand- 
1poll-Wng the good Face they ſtrive to ſet upon 
of a he Matter, are not able to conceal the Fears 
reed: And Pangs they feel at Heart. Their very 
n ice, Nhver-doing of that Chearfulneſ and Good 


an {ce 
being 
\ealon 


umor they pretend to, being a ſhrewd In- 
mation of that Uneaſineſs which they fain 
you'd hide. 


f Wit. Cov'p they but be ASS UR D that there 
ake los no GOD, that they have only mere Chance P. sa. 
r Ver-. truſt to; and are no more than a fort of 
Mau- Nrger Puppets, which being worn out, and 


liſſem- ne Show over, ſhall be thrown into the 


Mea. rave, and there's an End of them, they 
all'd oud doubtleſs be nich eaſier in their Mind,, 


Teach ll their Arguings againſt Religion, and 
e, thatFhen theſe fail, that Buffoonry and Gri- 
rengthFuce they ſhew in contempt of it, being on- 

TH —— 


7 
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e ſtifle and allay their Fears. Even Ad 


1d***'s Enthuſiaſtic Friend himſelf fand I Ser 

ſome Adventures with Religion; as is plain fri 

from ſeveral Symptoms which he, poor Gen- Jett 

r. 71. tleman ! unhappi 1 under. For Tru 
p. 7. Which is the moſt Powerful thing in the Worll, wh 
having compell'd him to — that i i the. 

P. 54+ impoſſible that any but an Inatur d Man can fror 
wiſh againſt the Being of a GOD : For this i Inc 
wiſhing againſt the Public, and even again Men 

ones private Good too, if rightly underſtood; erad 
and that the Notion of a Mind, a common Pa GO! 
rent, is moſt comfortable; in a line or two b = 


will only have the Notion to be leſs fright 

r. 62. ful, than that of forlorn Nature, and a father 
leſs World. Frightful then it 1s to him, who 
hereby ſhews himſelf to be one of thoſe I 

P. 54 natur d Men, as they are call'd, p. 54. wit 
baue ſuch Ill-will as to ſtiſſe their Belief of 1 
Deity : Or, if you will, one of thoſe Goal 
People, as he terms them in another plz 

(p. 62. no matter for the Contradiction) whi 
miu d have leſs fear in being epos d, to met 
Chance and forlorn Nature, than in living 
under the Care and Protection of a Con 

g. 522 Parent, a Univerſal Mind, which is truly a 
pPerfediy Good! : 
Now how cou'd this be, were they c 

ſciqus of behaving themſelves towards Hit 

as Dutiful Children > How cou'd any M. 

p. 36. of Senſe take Sanctuary in Chance, fork 
2 Nature, a World that has neither Senſe u 
Meaning in it, and where Affairs all run 

Ad Adventure 
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Adventures, were it not for the Doubta and 


fition in Mankind towards Supernatural Ob- 
jets, which, as the Letter confeſſes, Lucre- 
| tins himſelf was forc'd tacitly to allow; and 
which, notwithſtanding all their endeavours, 
they can't get rid of the Thoughts ; and 
from theſe Idea's, which cannot be vain, 
ſince they are in a manner Innate, or ſuch as 
Men are really born to, which will not be 
eradicated, and which convince them that 
GOD muſt be perfectly Juſt, as well as per- 
= Good; and that they are obnoxious 
to rus 


Malice? For the Divine Nature is the Har- 
mony and Sum of all Perfection; GOD 
cou d not poſſeſs One Attribute in Perfecti- 
on, if He did not perfectly poſſeſs all the 
reſt, Which are in Him but One, tho we 
are forc'd to conſider them ſeparately, by 
reaſon of the Limitation and Imperfection 
of our Nature. His Goodneſs therefore muſt 
needs be perfectly Juſt, and His Juſtice per- 
fectly Good. And His having annext the 
1-11 bigheſt Sanctions to His Laws, is an effect 
of his abundant Goodneſs. For ſince GOD 

Aone is able to make us Happy, and that it 
ey is not poſſible to obtain that Felicity we in- 
ds Hin ceſſantly deſire, by any other method than 
Mah hat He has appointed; and ſince the moſt 
rl of us have not Senſe and Ingenuity enough 
% s be charm'd by the Excellency of His 
Laws, what can be more for our * 
than 


Scruples ariſing from that wondrous Diſpo- p. 


93 


76. 


Juſtice, which they impiouſly miſcal p. 5:. 
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than that the Terror of Puniſhment ſhoud] 


excite us to Conſider them, till at laſt we 
be overcome by their intrinſie Worth and 


 Goodnels ? 


Wear tlien are theſe Adventures Men 


ſtand with Religion? What Hazards and Dif. 
ficulties does it expoſe them to? Juſt 8 


much as the Compaſs and Chart do the Ma. 
riner in a long and dangerous Voyage. If 
he will be ſuch a Sot, as to neglect the uſe 


of them, or to deſpiſe and reject them, to 
Hoiſt up his Sail, and run a-drift as Wind 


and Tide ſhall carry him; if he ſnores or 
debauches away his Time 1 inthe Cabin, when 
he ſhou'd be ſteering his Veſſel to the Port, 
who ſhall pity him, tho' he bulges on the 
Rocks, or founders? and not conclude that 
his Diltraction is as defer” d, as it is ine vita- 

ble ! An Irreligious Man is indeed by many 

degrees a much greater Fool, than they 
wou'd be who ſhou'd venture to Sea i igno 
rant of, or Infidels in, the Art of Navigation 
For not to take notice that a Man, who finds 
more Pain than Pleaſure in Life, may be glad 
to be rid of it; whereas every Man unavol- 
dably deſires to be Happy ſo long as he has 
a Being; not to infiſt on the infinite Diſpro- 
portion between making one's Fortune for 3 
ſhort Life, and for an everlaſting One: Be- 
ſides all this, a Man can't be ſure of a fuc- 
ceſsful Voyage, let him take ever fo much 


Precaution, and be ever ſo Careful and In- 


dultrious; but he may be ſure of * 
| "1-0 
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the Haven of Everlaſting Happineſs, if he 
Juſes but the ſame Application in Matters of 
Religion, that all prudent Men do in their 
S Worldly Affairs. Or if there ſhou'd be no 
future f 


appineſs, which is what Libertines 
pretend, he comes off at leaſt as well as they. 
COLUMBUS had not the thouſandth part 


Jof that Evidence for another Hemiſphere, 
that Chriſtians have for another Life after 
this. And had he not paſsd for a Man of 


large Faith, one who believ'd to the utmoſt, P. 36. 
a mere Ent huſiaſtic, Credulous Fool, the Diſ- 
coverer of ſuch immenſe Treaſures, had not 
gone a begging from Court to Court for ſo 
many Years, laugh'd at by many, and en- 
courag'd by none. Indeed after five Years 
Solicitation, their Catholic Majeſties, by 4 

mall Inclination well improv'd, extended their P. 9. 
Faith ſo largely, as to take Columbus's Rea- 
ſonings and Probable Conjectures for a ſolid 
Syſtem. They believ'd at a venture what P. 53- 
might have been the greateſt Falſhood in the p. 54 
World, for any thing he cou'd bring as a Proo 

or Evidence to the contrary. And the wile 
Queen 1/abel was ready to pawn her Jewels 
rather than her Hero ſhou'd not be equip'd 

for this new ſort of Errantry., Thus Co- 
lumbus was ſet forth, and as it prov'd to ſome 
purpoſe, a World-hunting. Ferdinand and 
Iſabel liſten'd to his Beggarly Arguments, and 

as it happen d got the Mines of Poraſi, in 


return to their Credulity. Happy for their 
Majeſties, as well as for Columbus, that he 


Was 


P. 36. or no Columbus his Reaſon was through) 


ſometimes be very prejudicial to a Man's 


as well as on the Ocean: Until his large 
Faith, as it happen d, was rewarded with the Wþ 
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was Crown'd with Succeſs, or elſe thoſe 


Great Princes had ſunk in their Character; WW 


their ſtrong Act of Faith, wou'd never have 
ſtood the Tf} of Ridicule, but every little 
Writer, in the witty Ages that ſucceeded, 


wou'd have play'd his Jeſts unmercifully 7 


upon them. | 
Ir can't be deny'd that this is a ſhrewd 
Inſtance on Faith's ſide; it puts quite out 
of Countenance our Cautious, Witty Peo-Wh 
ple, who will believe no farther than they iſ 
ſee, and who turn every thing that ſuits 
not with their Humor into Ridicule. |: 
ſhews that Incredulity does not always turn 
to account; and that a want of Faith may 


Intereſt even in this World, For whether 


ſatisfg'd on the bottom he went on, is more 
than one knows. But as Story informs us, 
his mutinous Crew were far from being ſa- 
tisfy'd, inſomuch that he was forcd to put 
the Cheat upon them in his Reckoning. And 
without queſtion he was often turn d a- drift, 
zoſsd on a Sea of Doubts and Perplexities, 


fight of San Salvador, and other agreeable iſ 

Diſcoveries. As a good Chriſtian, who by W 

his great Credulity, expoſes himſelf to the 

Winds and Waves of this troubleſome World, 

not very obliging to thoſe who look beyond 

it, may happen to be driven into the Haven 
"i 


of 
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We Eternal Reſt, and to Inherit thoſe un- 
Wcikable Joys which GOD has prepar d for 

em that Love Him. ä {bp EE 
Ax yet, now I think on't, ler but the p. 16. 
eded, earch go freely on, in order to find the Right 

ifully ure of every thing, and for ought one knows 

Wis Tale of Columbus, when brought to the 
fallible Teſt of Ridicule, will be found no 


e out Netter than one of choſe Deluſions which come b. j | 
Pe with the ſpecious Pretext of Moral Cer- | 
| they Minty, and Matter Fact. This I am fure | 
ſuit f, that the Buſineſs of Religion, is incom- | 

e. I Warably better atteſted than any Accounts we 
S turn {hive of America. There is abundantly more | 

1 may f the Air of Impoſture and a Tale of Tub | 
Man's n the latter, than Libertines with all their | 


it, even to Licentiouſneſs, can aſcribe to | 
he other. For can it be 1magin'd that a Mean, | 
Dſcute Perſon, ſo late as the Fifteenth Cen- 4 
ry, ſhou'd Diſcover Places of ſo great Im- | 
ortance and Vaſt Extent, which all the Great | 
Princes and Wiſe Men among the Antients 
ere wholly ignorant of, having left us no | 4 
drift, Hint or Footſteps of their Knowledge in this | 
ities, Faſe, but many that they were firmly per- 
naded of the Contrary? The Plain homes p. 54, 

th the Nn Philoſophy of looking into our ſelves, may 
eeable lſo do us nd tous Service, in rectiſying our 
ho by rors about this pretended Diſcovery, For 
to the Wire we not all of us Thirſty after Fame, and 
World, Preedy of Gold, how came we then to let 
eyond Nip the means of gratifying both theſe De- 
Haven Fires, for ſo many Ages? And as a finiſhing 

of G Stroke, 


P. 51. 


P. 37. 


P. 80. 


P. 6a. 


| P. 61. 


9 
O 
N 


. - which is neceſſary to underſtand well whe 
true Goodneſs is, and then we ſhall find, tha 
to love the Public, to ſtudy Univerſal Good, au 
far as is in our Power, is ſurely the height 


call Divine; and having thys ſettled with oy 


ſite; a 


Mankind, by @ ſort of Enthuſiaſm of ſecon 
„ 67. hand. For Men are ſo. wonderfully happy! 
' 65. @ Faculty, of deceiving, themſelves, that wh 
+ They find no Commotions in themſelves, no Pat 


the Teſtimony of others, to be impos'd on, a 


Ax Exgvixy aptER Wir. 


Stroke, we need only put our ſelves in ty 
beſt of Humors, and in the ſweeteſt, kind: 
Diſpoſition of our Lives, that good Hum 


to promote the Intereſt of the whole Worlds 
Goodneſs, and makes that Temper which w 


ſelves, the Nation of what is morally excellen, 
Reafonwill tell us, that it is not conliſtent wit 
the Goodneſs of Nature, which has no Malin, 
to ſuffer ſuch Rich and Delicious Countris 
to be conceal'd from us; and our Arts an 
Sciences, our Polite way, of Living, and 
the Improvements we of this Hemiſphen 
have made, to be unknown to the othe 
A 717 Being can have no Intæreſt op} 

te; and therefore can have no Malice. Au 
if there be 4 generg] Mind, it can have no pa 
ticular Intereſt, This is Demonſtration! A 
ſo good-night to, Columbus and all his fu w/e 
Diſcoveries, which under the Notion d 
Matter of Fact, and being too graue to b 
freely examin'd, have ſo 105 impos'd up! 


nic that bewitebes em, they are apt ſtill, | 


D Moor th 
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in , Credulouſly into the Belief of many falſe 


Kinde things ! 8 ; | 
Hun I never ſaw Peru, nor ever ſpoke with any 
{ wh Body who has been there, ſhou'd not I then 
id, tha be a great Volunteer in Faith, did I credit the p. 10. 
od, a Stories that are told of ſo ſtrange a Place, 
ald and People whoſe Manners are ſo very con- 
eight N trary to Mankind's on this fide the Globe? 
ich u people who for Beads, and Glaſs, and Ruſty 
vith on fron, barter'd away their Precious Gold; 
wi whereas there's ſcarce a Man among us, who 
nt wi 


wou'd not part with his Honor, his Soul, 
bribe him but high enough with that Ido- 
lad Treaſure ! The cunning Traders of the 
Age, tis true, ſhew one a glittering Metal 
and other fine things which they ſay come 
from thence; and by the help of Education p. 11. 
and a Good-Will into the Bargain, I may if I 
W pleaſe, work my ſelf up into 4 Belief of what 
„Au they ſay. Tho' there may be nothing in it 
up but a National Opinion, and it may prove no p. rs; 
n! Au better than the mere Invention of ſome In- 
his fu fre of an Alchymiſt, who lives by this 
1101 ꝗ Gold-Craft, and by impoſing on honeſt, un- 
- t0 "deſigning People, who thro their Ignorance 
'd up in the Teft of Ridicule, or want of Ability to p. 17. 
f ſeczpply it, can neither l inſpect, nor wit- p. 14. 
Dappy ih Ridicule the Cheat. The Gold is brought 
at 0M indeed to that which they who Trade in it 
no Pag call the Touchſtone: But is not this as much 
Pal, Nan Invention and Trick as the other? Who 
on, Tf knows but that the Touchſtone may be made 
or the Metal, and the 1 for it, to carry 
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on the Impoſture the better? Wou'd it not 


then be the height of Madneſs, to quit an ex i 


| ſy Fortune and pleaſant way of Living, or 


even a tolerable one, and to go in ſearch of 
this Fairy Treaſure, thro' Winds and Waves 
and all the Dangers of the Seas; to be ex- 
pos'd to Heat and Cold, Hunger and Ihirſt, 
and innumerable Fatigues, to ravenous Beaſts, 
and the Treachery and Barbarity of more Bru- 
tal Men! The King of the Country has ne- 
ver, as I cou'd hear, done us the Honor to 
ſend Ambaſſadors, much leſs his Son to in- 
vite us thither, to ſhew us the way and aſſiſt 
us in our Voyage: Nor has he aſſur'd us of 
a good Reception. There are pretended 
Charts of the Country and the way of 
ſailing to it, I grant, but they are Imper- 
fect, and perhaps contradictory. Our ſo 
much boaſted. Needle which was to be our 
Infallible Guide, varies unaccountably, and 
Later Voyagers oppoſe what was deliver'd 
as Oracles of Truth by Former. Few are 
agreed m their Accounts, nor has any Man 
who pretended he had been there, ever made 
Profeſlion of ſo ſtrong a Faith, as to endure 


all forts of Miſeries and Torments, even to 


the Loſs of Life it ſelf, in ſpreading the Be- 
lief of this Golden Region. 

Bur ſuppoſe there thon'd Really be ſuch 2 
Country, may not we live as well without 


any Coinmerce with it? Our Forefathers did 


. Ihe Happy, or as we call it, the Gol- 


gen Age, was before the Diſcovery of any 
3 ſuch 
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uch Metal as Gold. Gold, which has been 


the Occaſion of all, or moſt of thoſe diſmal 
Tragedies that have been acted in the World; p. as. 
of that Bloodſhed, thoſe Wars and Devaſtations, 
that have render'd Life ſo Tragical, It is 


I this Unnatural Thirſt after Gold, which yet 


one can neither Eat nor Drink, and which 
has no other Value than what a deluded Fan- 
cy ſets upon't; it is the rapacious Deſire of 
this, which makes a Man abandon and be- 
tray his Maſter, his Patron, his Friend, his 
very Creator; fell his Country, and deny his 
GOD; and in ſpite of Gratitude and Honor, 
Faith and Conſcience, or even Moral Hone- 
ty, deliver himſelf up, by way of Auction, 
to the higheſt Bidder. 

BUT were it not that this Pannic Paſſion 
for Gold is rais'd in the Multitude, in the P: 24. 
Great as well as in the Little Vulgar, and 
convey'd by Aſpect, or as it were by Contact, 
Sympathy; that the very Breath and Exha- p. 5g. 
lations of Men are Infectious; that innumera- 
ble Eyes glow with the Paſſion, and heaving 
Breaſts are labouring with Deſire; that the 
Blaze ariſes ſo of a ſudden ;, and that where- 
yer you go the Fury flies from Face to Face; 
and the Diſeaſe is no ſooner ſeen than caught: 

ere it not that every body almoſt is ſeiz d 

th this Ridiculous Enthuſiaſtic Frenzy of 
aluing every thing Rare and far-fetch'd, even 
or this only Reaſon; were it not for this, 
ur Engliſo Product, our Briſtol Stones, our 
Im and Copper, wou'd be altogether as va- 

G 3 luable 
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luable, and wou'd anſwer all the Uſes w 
can put them to as well as the Gold and Sil. 
ver, the Diamonds and Gems, of the Indies. 

We may aſſure our ſelves that Nature ha 

F. 52. wp Malice. Nothing but Ill. Humor either Nu. 
tural or Forc d, can bring a Man to think 1. 

P.37. miſs of her. The more we ſearch into and fa. 

miliarly examine her, we ſhall be the mon 
convinc'd, that ſhe is the moſt inoffenſive 
harmleſs, ſweeteſt, compaſſionate, good-nz- 
tur'd, beſt ſort of a Gentlewoman, that any 

p. 60, one can ſettle with himſelf a Notion of. Shi 
is the fartheſt in the World from Statelineſ 

P.37- and Moroſeneſs, or any thing that may make 
us uneaſie. From Provocation or Offence, An. 

er, Revenge, Jealouſie in point of Honor, a 
ower, Love of Fame, Glory, and the like 
which belong only to limited Beings and are 
neceſſarily excluded in a Being Univerſal, 
She's never out of Humor, good Lady! If a 

p. 33. any time Folks happen not to hit ber Titl the ( 
or whatever Indignitys and Affronts they put poſe 

It upon her. Shou'd twenty Beggars croud a. Man 

1 | about her Coach, or when ſhe walks abroad diſbe 

; Incognito treat her with no better Addrels are ſ 

than Forſooth or even Goody, tis the ſame to cou'c 

her as if they ſhou'd ſay with all imaginableſ age, 

[ Reſpe&, Good Tour Ladyſbip, or Good Tout to th 

i Grace, ſhe wou d be altogether as Generous Char 

I p. 61, 62. the one Caſe as in the other. For ſhe can hav be fo 

1 no Particular Intereft : The General Good, d Cour 

i Good of the Whole, and her own Private Gol perfe; 

| muſt needs be one and the ſame, And pſt tron! 

| | Ole 
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es wi fore it follows, by no odd way of Reaſoning, 
1d Sil. BY but = as is very Sovereign to thoſe who can 
ties. ly it in certain Diſtempers of Mind, occa- 
re ha fion'd by an unnatural Appetite after Gold 
er N. and Jewels, that theſe glittering Trifles which 
ink a. Fools and Enthuſiaſts ſo much admire, are 
md fa. no better than ae For were they 
mon really Good, they wou'd not be ſuch Rari- 
enſive ties, our Indulgent Mother Nature, wou'd 
od-rz-B have beſtow'd them on all her Children, 
at am made them as Common and Univerſal, as 
, ole Earth and Air, Sun and Water. She ſeems 
line indeed rather to think them hurtful to us, 
7 make WF by the Care ſhe takes to hide them in the 


ce, A, Earth, and to put them out of the reach of 


nor, oF moſt People. "ts" 
e lire, Bur to wind up our Bottom, and diſmiſs 
ad am our American Theme. We are under no 
verſa. Neceſſity of believing Antipodes; the Worl 
Ufa is wiſer now than to condemn either fide o 
r Tit WE the Queſtion as Heretical. However, I ſup- 
1ey puſ poſe he wou'd hardly paſs either for a Wiſe 
oud a Man, or a Wit, who ſhou'd in good earneſt 


abroad © diſbelieve, or make any doubt, that there 
\ddrelsF are ſuch People. And tho' moſt Men, it's like, 
ame to cou'd they be SURE of a profperous Voy- 
zinable age, and of enriching themſelves according 
d Ton to their Heart's deſire, wou'd ſubmit to the 
rous in Charge and Fatigue of one; yet there may 
an have be fome fo well provided for in their own 
god, Of Country, ſo free from Covetouſneſs, and ſo 
te Goc perfectly Content, as to find no Motive 
| there ſtrong enough to prevail with them to be- 

fore p | G 4 come 


Ax Exguinx ATEX Wrr. 


come Adventurers. The Caſe 1s otherwife 
as to Religion; for all who hve in Chriſter, 
dam, muſt of neceſſity tand ſome Adventure: 
with it, whether they will or no. We 
can't avoid Hearing of it, and unleſs a Man 
be a Fool, a Sot, or out of his Wits, he 
muſt needs conſid r.it, tis of ſuch might G bel; 
Conſequence to every one. Upon Confide; 
ration it will appear to him True, or Falſe; 
there is no Medium. Death is unavoidable 
and if Religion be True, he muſt of neceſſ. 
ty be for ever Happy, or for ever Miſerable 
after Death. He can't tell whether it be 
True or Falſe, till he has carefully and ju. 
diciouſly Examin'd it, and weigh'd the Ar. 
guments on both ſides : Not ſlightly and in 
a hurry, but with ſuch Calmneſs, Delibers- 
tion and Iropartiaſjey as is ſutable to the Im; 
portance of the Matter ; that ſo he may- be 
Clearly Co nvinc'd, Fully Perſuaded, and 
Firmly ASS UR D, and remain without 
Doubt. or Heſitancy, whatever fide of the 
Queſtion he takes. This is no more than 
ordinary Prudence requires, he who neg; 
les it, has little pretence to Common Senſe, 
much leſs to any Sublime of Reaſon, or ta hic 
Wit, if it be valuable, and unleſs it be a Con- Ido tal 
tradiction to Reaſon and a Sound Underſtan: ¶ Perpl. 
ding. Till this is done a Man can't ſo much that { 
as enjoy his Pleaſures; A Fool or a Mad- our V 
mar may, but it is ſcarce poſſible for one of Nether 
tolerable Senſe, who has not quite loſt it in haps 1 
nnen to reliſh them, ſo long as he Pry d 
19 
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is not SURE that he ſhall not be call'd to 
an After-Reckoning. 

AND this is ſo much the more neceſſary, as 
the Letter is in the Right when it tells us, that 


it will contribute little to a Man's Satifacti- P. 56, 


on in this World, or Advantage in another, to 


believe to the utmoſt ;, becauſe if after all there 


be nothing in the Matter, there will be no harm 
in being thus decciu d; but if there be any ibing, 
it will be fatal not to have believ'd to the full. 
Bare Belief will do us little Service, as 1s al- 
low'd on all Hands; we muſt have Reaſon, tho' 
not forthe Mode or Manner of every Article 
of Faith, yet for the Truth of the Thing, and 
as the Ground and Motive of our Belief. We 
muſt be well ASSUR'D, and know what we 
truſt to, and in whom we have Believ'd, or 
elſe we ſhall never Believe to any purpoſe. 
But tho it be very true that a Faith which 


ter aſſigns it, is an inſignificant Thing, yet 
that which he wou'd infinuate as the Reaſon 
of its being fo, is apparently Falſe, and Ridi- 
culous enough. Our Reaſon, ſays he, KNOWS 
the Cheat. The Cheat of what I pray? Of that 
which Religion Teaches? If ſo, tis abſurd 
to talk of being ztoſs'd in a Seaof Doubts and 
Perplexities;, for Knowledge is an Anchor 
that ſecures us from running 4-drifz, And if 
our Writer KNOWS that there 1s no GOD, 
ether by Intuition, or Demonſtration, or per- 
taps for that a Man of his Sagacity may have 
Ny q into every Corner of the Univerſe, and 

can 


has no better Foundation than what the Ler- P. 36. 


which the 
till he condeſcends to Prove it, we muſt ai 


For tho that beggarly Refuge, as he calls it, x 
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can neither hear nor ſee any Footſteps of: 
Deity, ſuch an one as the Chriſtian Religion 
requires us to believe in, he has made a ney 
and very great Diſcovery; for the Proof of 
orld will be oblig'd to him! Bu 


his Pardon for Reaſons KNOWING am 

thing of a Cheat in the Chriſtian Faith. 
Nor much better is his other Reaſon, why 

that Belief he mentions will do no Good; 


allow'd to ariſe from an injurious Thought i 
GOD, yet to think that GOD requires Be 
lief, is not that injurious Thought, as th: 
Letter wou'd ſuggeſt. But the unworthy 
Thought, which is prejudicial to us in the 
Caſe of ſuch a Faith as was ſpoke of above, 
is the ſuppoſing, or acting as if we did {up 


poſe, that there is no Neceſſity of an exad 


Diſquiſition of the Truth of that Religion 


which is propos d to us in the Name of G00 
and by His Authority; which is to treat ! 
worſe than we do a common Hiſtory, or Nat. 
rative; for if theſe are made by a Perſon ol 
any Credit, no Man pretends to Contradid 
or Ridicule them until upon ſufficient Er 
mination he finds Reaſon to do ſo. Add to 
all this, that a Belief taken up out of mere 
Neceflity. and Fear, without conſidering and 
weighing the rational Grounds on which Re 
ligion ſtands, will never producethe genuine 


Effects of True Faith; even Univerſal Holl. 
neſs, without which our Belief, tho" it be 
8 | | * 
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the Utmoſt will do us no manner of Service. 
ONE may be confident, that none who un- 
derſtand either themſelves or their Religion, 
ever laid that down for a Maxim, which the 
Letter- writer palms upon his Able Men, p.56. 
It will indeed hold true, notwithſtanding his 


eſts or his Arguments, that no Man in his 
I Wits wou'd riſque a very great Danger, or 


Loſs, in a mere Bravado, for nothing, or for 
that which 1s ſo trifling as to be little better 
than nothing. To be ſure, no Wiſe Man, nor 
even one who has but a moderate ſhare of 
Mother Wit, unleſs he be deliver'd from the 
common Sentiments of Humane Nature, at 


ſo ſad a Coſt as Inconſiderateneſs or Madneſs, P 


will hazard the Loſs of Everlaſting Happi- 
neſs, and the ſuffering of Everlaſting Miſery, 
for any the greateſt Advantage the World can 
offer him; or which can poſſibly be enjoy d 
in a Life that muſt have an End: I need not 
lay ſo ſhort a Period as ours, for even My- 
riads of Ages are nothing to Eternity, they 


will not bear a Compariſon. 1 3 
Bur nothing can be more Ridiculous and 


Abſurd, to ſay nothing of the Impiety, than 


the Talk of Witty Men about Religion; they 
ſhew very plainly that they ſpeak of what they 
do not underſtand. Not but that it is exceed- 
ing intelligible in it ſelf, and the only Rea- 
lon why Men know ſo little of it, is becauſe 
they. wall not. apply their Thoughts to the 
Study of it, nor. themſelves to the Practice. 
Nor is this peculiar to Religion, for even _ 


107 


34. 


600, ſpeak of His Auguſt 
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Mathematics as Demonſtrable as they are, wil 
be no better than Jargon to him who is no 
ſeaſon'd with their Rudiments; and if he 
ſhall preſume to diſcourſe of them before he 
has ſtudy'd them, what blunders will he not 
commit? To hear a Man who does not de- 
ny, or wou'd not be thought to deny: 
ajeſty, as if 
the Deity were his Fellow, or ſcarce ſo 


much, is ſo far from being Wit, that it i 


not common Senſe, tis the Ravings of 1 
Bedlamite. A Wit, it ſeems, knows no dif- 
ference between treating a Man like hinfelf 
freely, and being Impudently and Profanely 
Saucy with the King of Heaven! Excellent 
Maſters of Politeneſs are they, who ſpeak 


of GOD with as much Contempt as one 


P. 55, 


wou'd of a filly Man or Woman in a Coach, 
greedy of Title, and unable to bear the Af. 
front of being treated beneath their Yann | 
Who wou'd have it thought, that the Al 


Wiſe GOD has no regard to His Honor, and 


will not vindicate His Juſt Authority; that 
He affects the Praiſes of Inſignificant Mortais, 


becauſe He requires their Juſt Acknowledy 


ments, which the very Nature and Reaſon of 
Things make an indiſpenſible Duty, in re- 


turn to His daily and innumerable Benefits 
For our Men of Wit, with all their Acute- 
neſs, know not how to find a Medium be- 
tween being fond of Praiſe and fore d A 
plauſe, and inſenſible of Malicious Afronts; 
between uſing their Reaſon Reverently, N 

| then 
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then as freely as they pleaſe, in contempla- 
ing the Divine Being, and miſuſing their 


Imagination in framing Senſeleſs as well as 


Profane Conceits of His Adorable Nature ! If 
hey can prove that there is no GOD, or 
hat GOD is ſuch an inſignificant Idol as 
he Letter deſcribes, let them be as Merry 
with Him as they think fit: But till that 
Proof is made, it muſt needs appear, to all 
ho have not loſt their Underſtandings, the 


$cry height of Folly and Madneſs to treat 


im irreverently. 


e Gentlemen or no, one knows not; they 
re us Reaſon to think they are not, ſince 
is evident they do not Act like Men of any 
onor, or tolerable Breeding. Nothing more 
Yiingenuous and Unmanly than their At- 
ques; for to wound Religion by Infinua- 


ons and ſly Suggeſtions, which is Calumny 


nd Detraction; to Laugh when they can- 
ot Reaſon, and turn into Ridicule the Ar- 
uments they cannot Anſwer; is as coward- 
and foul, as to ftab a Man in the Back, 
hom you dare not meet with Sword in 
land. But that an mer Man ſhould 
ea Coward is no wonder; if you want In- 
ces look on the Crouds in w Chocolate, 


tee and Gaming-Houſes, who if they were 
t Poltrons, wou d be ſerving their Queen 
d Country in a Camp. Impiety, it is too 
e, may be found even there, but among 
hom? Not in Men of clear Courage, but in 
ſuch 


WHETHER the Adverſaties of Arien 
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| he does not ſhew ſo much as Common Man 


Fly. And if one looks about them, tis lik 
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ſuch as Fight for Pay and Plunder, who chat 
ry their Luxury along with them and induly ſake | 
it perhaps more than they can at home. Wh 
face the Enemy only in the Strength of Inn 
gination that their General's Good Fortum 
and his Prudent Conduct will bring them of 
and becauſe they are aſnam d, or affraid u 


there may be found, even among our Letta 
writer's Great Friends, ſome who might ſtil 
have been Little Men, had it not been far 
the Profeſſion of a Mighty. Zeal for Religion 
when occafion fervd. Now for a Man u 
live by Religion, to get Wealth, Honor ani 
Reputation by it, and to treat it as Judas di 
its Divine Author, Hail and Betray it, is f 
Deteſtable, that he muſt be loft to all Senf 
of Honor and Common Honeſty, whocanb 
guilty of ſo baſe a Practice. 

Bur a Libertine is a Brute in moſt Caſe; 


ners to the reſt of Mankind, no not to hy 
Superiors, to Perſons of the + higheſt Rank 
and Power; for can there be a greater Rude 
neſs than to treat that with Contempt and 
Inſolence which Mankind in general fe 
veres? To Scoff at a Being which they Vene 
rate > Not to name other Inſtances, the tw 
Houſes of Parliament, and all Perſons in OF One 
fice and Authority, cant decently be {up} ere 
pos'd to doubt either the Being of a GO. 
or his taking Juſt: Vengeance on thoſe wh A8 
Abuſe and Trifle with his Name. Otheruiſſ 28, 4 


5 wh 


, 


Ax ExqQuiky AFTER Wir. 


10 what do the Oaths, which they ſo ſolemnly 
by fignify? What Security —— give the 
Government? Do not the Libertine Takers 
of them. mock Her Majeſty as well as . 
OD She Adores? 
ONE wou d be glad to know of theſe. ex- 
traordinary Wits, ſo full of their Cavils, and 
ſts upon Religion, whether they ever con- 
ler d it, as a matter of that Conſequence 
nt (deſerves ? A matter of ſuch Importance, that 
en ful vbether it be a Cheat or no, it is ſo eſſential 
to Government, and the Peace of the World, 
Aan u chat there can de none without it. And there- 
or aul fore, for the ſake of their preſent Quiet, and 
FRET [i Public of which they — be thought 
the patrons, they wou'd do well to retire a 
Sen linie from the Hurry of Buſineſs and Cere- 
„cant nony, to get out of the Buz of Wit, and to 
rakes that Diſſipation, of Mind which is in- 
eparable from Senſual Pleaſures, that ſo\they, 
1 Man — — 2 ſame plain Thoughts, even! ſerioua 
t to hi ones, upon Religion. Now when they have 
t Rami done this, let me ſee the Man, and he ſhall 
Ru be my 4polo,, who after a deliberate Enqui 
and Diſquiſition, i is S URE that the Chriſte 
a Ref Religion is an Impoſturez, SURE, that af- 
y Veneer Death. he ſhall be > th ay or not Miſe- 
he two table, tho? he Lives as he liſts at | Preſent. 
- in 0 One does not find. that the boldeſt Libertine 
be ſup{<ver did, or can pretend, to ſuch an Aſſu- 


GOD unce. No, theſe Good People want to be ſo p. 62. 


Je whoſſ .S'S UR*D;. All their Skill lies in Object- 
herwilt mg * other Mens Faith, they are not 


| W hat 42 able 


112 
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able to eſtabliſh their own Opinions; theſ 


are the pooreſt, moſt precarious, inconſiſtent 
Propoſitions imaginable, ſhifted and varied a 
Fancy will have it, and as they are preſs{ 


by their Opponents. For indeed a Man can 


no more be convinc'd that Chriſtianity is 
Cheat, than he can that the Whole is no big 
ger than one of its Parts; and for the ſame 
Reaſon, even becauſe it is an AÞfurdity too 

great for a Libertine to {wallow ; let ig 
ſay ſo, and wiſh it, and by ſome paltry Fal. 
lacies endeavour to ſtifle his own Convidi 
ons, and impoſe on the Young and Unwary, 
as much as he may; Reaſon which kiows the 
Cheat will neuer ref thoroughly ſatisfy'd on 1. 
a bottom, but turn him oft a-drift toſ; 
him on 4 Sea of Doubt 255 Perplocity The 
Ifs, and Peradventures, that in ſpite of all his 
Wit and Mirth, will in every coed hour come 


acroſs him, muſt of neceſſity damp his Plez 


P. 54+ 


ſures, ſour his Humor, and ſpoil his Joy. 
THe Divine Goodneſs has indeed cond6 
ſcended wonderfully in adapting Religion to 
all Underſtandings. Which by the way, 1 
no little Proof of its Divinity, for none but 
He who made us, cou'd accommodate Him- 
felf in ſuch a manner to all reaſonable Minds. 
An Impartial uſe of Reaſon ſets us right in all 
Matters whatever : It is the Abuſe of Reaſon, 
a Proud, and therefore a Mean Denial of that 
Limitation and Weakneſs which is eſſential 
to Creatures, in Oppoſition to our Convift 


ons ; ; together with an Afectation of Gompre 
hending 
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themſelves, and diſtinguiſb d between Creature 
and their Creator, they wou d probably hay 
a juſter Senſe of his Divine Nature, and ng 
audaciouſly approach that Abyſs of Light 
Phaeton like, to their own Diſtruction. They 
might then diſcern that their Wickedneſs can. 
not Hurt, nor their Righteouſneſs Profit Hin, 
and that it is only on account of the Reaſa 
and Equity of the Thing, and for their Ad. 
vantage, not at all for His own, that He re 
quires their Homage and Obedience. Bu 
whilſt they judge of the Divineneſs of a Cb. 
rater by its Sutableneſs to their own Affectim 
every Man faſhions his Idol like himſelf, 
pretty way of being his own Idolator ! 
. Waar I pray are all the Objections th and 
Libertines can raiſe againſt GOD, Religion jou; 
and Virtue, but the Froth of Fancy, utter more 
with a Grin and Grimace, and back'd wil or ca 
Aſſurance and a Freſhman'sSophittry? If yall iy fr. 


offer to Reaſon with a Wit, you find hin1 Nt 
very poor, ſuperficial Creature; who une vhic 
he is allow'd to piqueer upon Religion; than 
ſally: pertly now and then upon its Ou bear 
guards; to pun, and trifle, and Laugh When 777 ,, 
there is no Jeſt 5 has not one Word to 17 Enen 
but loſes all his Briſkneſs and Good Hum Inger 
Shall this paſs with any Reaſonable Perſon t, be 
Will a Man of Senſe ſo much forget himſei I 
a8 to. ſwallow it ? If our Letrer-wricer and hi for 4 
Triendo wou'd do any thing to purpoſe; I Men 
N. they are not Cowaras in Neaſoning, and * Prop! 
1 their onm Guſe and Fudgments a , eaſe, 
e | Hh 1900 HT 
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them for once ſhew themſelves Men, and not 
Monkeys, bring forth their ſtrong Reaſons, 
Reaſons ſtronger than we oppoſe them with. 
For by their own Confeſſion ſome Thingsare 


be too much Honor'd and Rever'd. It will 
not be ſuffictent for them to pull down Reli- 
gion, and root up its Foundations, this is 
but half their Work; they muſt vouchſafe us 
an entire and conſiſtent Syſtem of ſomething 
( elſe, be it Philoſophy, Wit, or Ridicule, or 
whatever they pleaſe to call it, where wemay 
find a better, or at leaſt as good an Account 
of all Appearances, as we do in the Chriſtian 
Philoſophy. '' Which if it does not ſo plainly 
and fully reſolve all Difficulties,” as ſome cu- 
rious Men may defire, does yet anfwer them 
more clearly than any other Philoſophy does 
or can. The Obſcurity it leaves arifing chiet- 
ly from the Necefſary Limitation of Human 
Nature, and Imperfection of our preſent State, 
which will not allow us to ſee any otherwiſe 
than thro* a Glafs darkly, as we are able to 
bear it. But if this is too hard a Task for our 
Titans, it is but Reaſonable that ſuch profeſs d. 
Enemies to Inpoſture, ſhou'd have the Wit and 
Ingenuity to yield to Truth, which they allow 
to be the moft powerful thing in the World. ”. 
lr there is no GOD, be pleas d, Gentlemen, 
'Y for the ſake of thoſe who wou'd Reaſon like 
ole; Men, as well as for the' Benefit of the Good 
and WY Peel who defire only to Laugh and be at 
us eaſe, to ſhew us how and from whence the 
MEX H 2 World 


really Grave, and thoſe that are ſo can never P. 18. 
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World had its being? It's Eternity won't nov if yo 


paſs upon us; Mathematics as well as Divi. ar 
nity, have diſcover'd too many Abſurditiesin WM in 
this Suppoſition. Sir 1ſaac Newton, if you | 
Reaſon is ſublime enough to Underſtand him A 
will Demonſtrate this to you, as well as any WM For 
Divine, and you cannot ſuſpect him of Prie(t. WM tial 
craft. Your Self-Moving Atoms and their WM tha 
lucky Jumble into ſuch a Beautiful Form à Per! 
that of the Univerſe, is yet more Ridiculous, ¶ Wo: 
Shew us then ſome New and Better way d notl 
Accounting for our own Being, and the Or- he | 
gine of the World, if you reje& that of chen 
Infinitely Perfect and Self-Exiſting Mind, tie ¶ the! 


Maker and Governor of all Things. But ere 
fatisfy'd, that whatever it be to which you Mecl 
aſcribe Self-Exiſtence, unleſs this Eternal che 
Mind, and ſomething muſt neceſſarily Exiſt, Wrreat 
or elſe not any thing cou'd be, you will not this c 
only run into all theDifhculties that you woulWltians 


ſeem to avoid, but into others ſo great and cho M 


quing, ſo contrary to the Common Principle Wone o 
of Reaſon, that no Man of tolerable Juds-Mfior 
ment will be able to endure them. Matte 

WILL you aſcribe Self-Exiftence to theſÞceedin 


| firſt of Human Race? One wou'd then beffrior C. 


A Being whoſe Exiſtence is Neceſſary. Can 
not, and certainly he who is Self-Exiſtent 


Being to all other Things, can neither be 


glad to know what is now become of them? 


Will not, Annihilate himſelf. He who gave 


Unwilling nor Unable to Preſerve his ov 
Or will you pretend that your Nymphs and 
| | 14 you : 


t now 
Divi 
ties in 
f your 
1 him, 
as am 
Prieſt 
| thei 
Ir à 
culous, 
way 0f 
le Ort 

of an 
nd, the 
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your Fairies, and ſuch like Inviſible Beings, 
are Self-Originated > Now beſides, that this 


in good Truth is falling into a Solid Syſtem P. 9. 


Old Wives Stories; there are Numberleſs 

ntradictions in allowing Self-Exiſtence the 
Foundation of all other Perfections, to par- 
tial and limited Beings, or indeed to any but 
that One Eternal Mind, who is Infinite in all 
perfection. For as to Dame Nature, if by that 
Word you deſign an Inviſible Being, I know 
nothing of her, and you your ſelves as little, 
ſhe is as very a Fairy as any Muſe or Apollo of 
them all: But if by Nature you underſtand 
the Material World, and thoſe Effects which 
are regularly produc'd according to certain 
Mechanical Laws, then you take Refuge in 
the World's Eternity; and I muſt again en- 
treat you to be better Mathematicians than 
this comes to, if you will not be Good Chri- 
ſtians. | | IL 

Morval Attraction or Gravitation, is 
one of the moſt Univerſal and Uniform Af- 
fections of Bodies; but it is not eſſential to 
Matter, any more than Motion is, both pro- 
ceeding from the Will and Power of a Supe- 
rior Cauſe. Which can't be a Material One, 
for that wou'd imply a Contradiction, as ſup- 
poling a Matter Superior to Matter in gene- 
nl, and ſuch as can give that to another which 
t has not in it ſelf, nor any ſufficient Power 


to produce. And yet this Mutual Attraction, 


ho* not eſſential to Matter, but foreign and 


uperinduc'd by a Superior Being, is fo ne- 


H 3 ceſſary 
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ceſſary to the very Being of the Univerſe, in 
that Form in which we now behold i it, or at 
leaſt to our Solar Syſtem, and as far as ou 


at 
Obſervation and Reafoning can carry us; tha Sou 
were it once ſuſpended, unleſs a Miraculoy Mons 
Power interpos'd, there wou'd be no more tho! 
diſtinction among Material Beings; all woud and 


crumble into Duſt, and every ſingle Atom Meare 
either remain at reſt, or elſe proceed in ftrait ni 
Lines, according as its Projectile Motion hap 
pen'd to be at the withdrawing of the — 
Attraction. 

W muſt then allow a Providence as well 
as a Deity, one is as neceſſary as the other in 
order to the Solution of the Phenomena of thi 
Uniyerſe; which, can no more Subſiſt a nw 
ment, than it cou'd at firſt Be, without the 
Omnipotent Power and Efficacy of its Divin 
Cauſe, It is the {ame thing to GOD to Go 
vern the World as to Make it; both are per 
torm'd by the ſame Almighty Word. And 
tho' you and I, or perhaps our Betters, cant 
Govern a Kingdom, it may be not ſo mud 
35.4 petty Province, or a little Town, mud 
leſs the World, without intolerable Fatigue 
and Trouble, eſpecially if our Subjects ſhoud 
happen to be Atheiſts and Libertines, dos 
it therefore follow that GOD cannot? A wil 
Concluſion indeed! and ſuch as is ſuitable i 
the Wit of a Libertine. Beſides, if Stabilit 
be a greater Perfection than a perpetual Fl 
and Variation, as muſt needs be granted; thei 


cannot the Source of all Perfection be Mat — 
77 
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e, in ¶ ter, but Mind; which Mind, whatever it be 
or at Nas to its poſitive Nature, is not, cannot be 
s our material, any more than a Cir le can be a 
tha N Square, the eſſential Properties and Affecti- 
-ulons Nons of the laſt, being not more different than 
more thoſe of the former. And if a Wiſe, Juſt, 
wou'l Wand Holy Goodneſs, be better than a tame and 
Atom ¶ careleſs Eaſineſs, which I think no Man in 


| ſtrait his Senſes will deny; ſuch Uneaſineſs be- 
1 hap Ning on all hands acknowledg'd to be a Des p. G3. 
mutual t, a Meanneſs and Imperfection; then can- 


not the great Lord and Governor of all 
Things, whoſe Knowledge and Power are In- 
finite as Himſelf, remain an idle Spectator 
of the Wickedneſs of the Sons of Men, nor 
forbear to make a Diſtinction ſooner or later, 
between the Righteous and the Wicked, the 
Divine Holy and the Profane. 
to G. Bur Experience ſnews, that for the moſt 
re per part all things come alike to all in this pre- 
And ent Life; Here is one Event to the Good 
8, cani and to the Sinner; which cou'd not be ſuf- 
> much fer d, I _ 8 — by the Divine Juſtice, 
, mud but even by Goodneſs, were the 
FatiguFthings of this Life Nor; any great Conſiderati- 
5s ſnou hon, and were there not a Reward hereafter 
es, dotor the Righteous; a GOD who in His own 
| Awilgdue time will Judg e the Earth in Righteouſ- 
itable tFneſs, and render to all Men according to their 
Stabilit) Works. Eternal Life, Glory, Honor and Peace, 
al Fluſo thoſe Generous Souls, who by patient con- 
dz theſunuance in well-doing, ſeek, and prepare 
be Mat themſelves for, os Wi iy: But to 
H 4 them 


is well 
ther i 
of the 
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them who are Contentious, and do not obey ¶ ci 
the Truth, but obey Unrighteouſneſs, and i — 
a word, upon every Soul of Man who con- tion, 
tinues Impenitent in Evil-doing, Indignation WW Hun 
and Wrath, Anguiſh and Tribulation. Which bein; 
cannot but be Equitable, fince it is their {him 
Choice, the natural Fruit, and the neceſſary {ſden 
Effect of their own Doings. GOD can a ſuffic 
well not Be, as not be Juſt ; as muſt be al. ¶N hic 
low'd by every one who has any tolerable he w 
and conſiſtent Notion of the Divine Nature, Wot G 
Therefore fince Juſtice has not its Effect x {Whwho | 
Preſent, it muſt infallibly have it Hereafter, Wexch: 
Nor will the Goodneſs of GOD, which the /; 
Letter wou'd oppoſe to His Juſtice, bring of ¶ Wine 
our Writer and his Friends: For fince the Wy Bu 
Divine Majeſty wants neither Wiſdom to di- fures, 
cern what is fit, nor Power to perform what to uſ 
ever pleaſeth Him, it is not poſſible that He what | 
ſhou'd ſuffer His Faithful and Obedient Sub- Light 
jets, whoſe Study and Buſineſs is to do Hi Mow ti 
Will in all things, to ſhare the ſame Fate, War Fe 
or, as to things without, moſt commonly 2 Wy del 
harder than is allotted to the Diſobedient enſe, 
and Rebellious, to ſuch as deſpiſe and revil Wnow 
Him. 5 | s | 
Now having gain d ſo far upon the Liber: heals, 
tine, as to force him to cppfeſs a GOD, a Pro- Wortan! 
vidence, and a Future State, if he has any {Wilo be 
Rational Principles, any Conſiſtent Notions; War 
and unleſs he is ſo 1-humor'd, ſo far ou e Di 
conceit with Affairs, as to imagine that the) feſitati 
run ar Adventures, and that the-Warla, 7 ut th 
1 5 "4 * 207 ſe 
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wiſe a Face as it carries, has neither Senſe nor 


 obe 


and in aning in it; if he is capable of Delibera- 
con-: tion, and not one of thoſe who are all Air and p. 24 
nation Humor, which, as his Friend explains it, is 
hic being Inconſiderate and Mad: Having brought 


him thus far, it will be to little purpoſe to 
deny Divine Revelation. The former Truths 
ſufficiently control his Luſts, for the ſake of 
which he diſputes the Goſpel ; and wou'd, if 
he were able, get rid of his Natural Notions 
of GOD, and a future Retribution, A Man 
ho has but common Prudence, who has not 
xchang'd it for Inconſtderateneſs and Mad- 
neſ.; who does not keep himſelf drunk with 
Wine or Paſſion; at all times full of World- 


their 
ſlr 
can 3 
be al. 
lerable 
ature, 
ret at 
eafter, 
ch the 
ng off 


ce the ¶ y Buſineſs, or intoxicated with Senſual Plea- 
to dil {Wures, without ever 2 cool hour, or any leiſure 
What: to uſe his Reaſon, cannot but be folicitous 
nat He What will become of him after Death. Any 
it Sub- Light into a future State, any Inſtructions 
do His Mow to demean himſelf, in order to ſecure a 
> Fate, Nair Fortune to Eternity, cannot but be high- 
only 1 Wy deſirable: And therefore to a Man of 


zedient Nenſe, Divine Revelation muſt above all other 
_revil Nnowledge be moſt acceptable. Both becauſe 
the great Excellency of the Truths it re- 

Liber: Weals, his own Intereſt in them, and the im- 
a Pro · Fortant Conſequences attending them: As 
as any lſo becauſe of the Certainty and firm Aſſu- 
otions; Nance, that the Intallibility and Veracity of 
alt of be Divine Teacher gives, ſetting us beyond all 
at they eſitation or doubt, when we are once afſur'd 
rid, «Fat the Revelation does indeed come from 
wiſh. e 
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GOD. Which aſſurance is not hard to be 
obtain d by any Man who will honeſtly en 
deavour it; there being much better prog 
that the Bible is the Word of GOD, tha 
there is of any Fact or Thing whatever. $ 
that af we diſbelieve it, we ought, by the 
ſame Reaſoning, to diſbelieve every thing 
that we did not See or Hear. Our Thun 
dides, our Livys, our Firgils and Horace 
and other Profane Writings, may with mud rom 
more Reaſon be condemn'd as Forgerie We 
than any of the Sacred Books. And wagt 
can become a wiſe Man's Study, what Prin 
ciples, Maxims, or Truths can command hl 
Eſteem and Reverence like theſe ! It mu 
needs be the height of Stupidity and Fol, 
to-contemn or neglect fo invaluable a Tre 
{ure as the Oracles of Divine Truth. No 
can they who do ſo, pretend to be good P 
teſtants, and Enemies to Popery ; the Refor 
mation being founded upon a profound De 
ference to, and Veneration for the Holy 
Scr ipture. | 4 
IN a word, unleſs Wit and Reaſon are pre 
Inconſiſtent as they are Different; unlegk 
Good Senfe and Fruſtneſs of Thought, are ni 
the finer and truer Wit that takes with o | 
Leiter-writer's Men of Senſe and Breedingon't | 
but that they prefer inſipid and ridiculoyecom 
Raillery, and the airy Fancies of a rovingce of 
Imagination, before the moſt Rational a 

Solid Account of Things, they muſt allo 
| Chriſtianity to be that Sublime Reaſon, ch 
! nt 
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Türer which they fooliſhly aſctibe 
FM re: And give us leave to defire ther 
or their own ſakes, to fix upon ſome Princi- 
les or other, that will give a better Solution 
the Riddles of Nature and Providence, or 
it leaſt as good an one as the Chriſtian Philo- 
ophy does, e're they pretend to Ridicule and 
eject it. For to Laugh our ſelves out f 
* little Knowledge we have, will be ſo far 
rom being Wit and good Humor, that it will 
xe the height of Folly and Madneſs. And 
\ Fool's Cap, or a Dark Room, will in this 
iſe be fitter for us than Bufmeſs and Affairs, 
nd the Polite Entertainments of ingen 
linds. 

PaRDON me, Reader, if I have ſaid no 
ore upon this Subject than has been better 
aid by others; Old Anſwers are ſufficient 
Replies to Old Gavils, which are brought up- 
n the Stage again and again, without any 
notice taken of the Defeats gi ven them, and 
without the addition of any Force or Strength 
f Argument, unleſs a Scoff, or new turn of 
oreſſion will paſs for it. T will be time 
nough to furprize them with new Thoughts, 
hen they ſhall be pleas d to Honor us with 
new Objections. In the mean while, one 
an t but acknowledge their Wit, whatever 
comes of their Ingenuity, in taking no no- 
ice of the Foils they have receiv d, in. wa- 
ing the Combat that is too much for them, 
r entering the Field with unlawtul Weapons. 

| duch is their Ridicule; which, unleſs in Self- 
defence, 
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defence, or in defence of what ought to h 
Dearer than one's Self, a Man of Honor dos 
not care to meddle with, leſt he be like up 
to them. | 

Tis true indeed, that a good Chriſtia 
though he may not think fit to be alway 
Laughing, and knows better things than 


lay his Ridicule where it will not bear, h 


in reality a Chearfuller Heart than the gaye 
Libertine of em all; and good Humor be 
comes him much better. He is fill'd wit 
that Rational Pleaſure, that Solid Joy, tha 
Peace and Satisfaction of Mind, which' rail 
him above, and inclines him to deſpiſe th 
mean trifling of Wit and Raillery. For if x 

thing can, Religion will make us God 


n 

2 © in that it ſubdues thoſe Paſſion 
which imbitter Life; ſets us above thoſe li 
tle Deſigns, which make us angry with then 


who ſtand in our way; fills our Souls wit 


the Nobleſt Hopes, and the moſt Regular D- 
fires. It keeps our Minds in a good ſtate of 


Health, and generally our Bodies, ſince the 
are not given up to Sloth, Luxury and L 
bauchery; for which reaſon we are in a N 


ing all the genuine Delights of Humane N: 


ture. And above all, Religion keeps us 


the beſt Humor, inaſmuch as it gives us a Re 
ſonable and Firm Reliance on the All-wik 
and Powerful Diſpoſer of all Things, wit 
will chuſe much better for us, than we al 
for our ſelves. For what can we wiſh fe 

| mo 


A L 
nuch t. 
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ore, than the Patronage and Never- failing, 
wor, I may ſay Friendſhip, of the King of 


eaven? | 
Tas Letter, tho wide enough of Truth 


T. 


it to h 
jor dog 


like un 


ariſtizn Wa its other Suggeſtions, is in the Right in 

alwaxWhis, that IAI-humor does by no means ſuit with 
than Ueligion. I will not ſay how far Sickneſs 
ar, land Ill-uſage may ſowre People's Blood, nor 


e gaye hat Influence a Melancholy Conſtitution 
mor bay have upon them; and GOD forbid that 
d win one of this Complexion ſhou'd be capable of 
y, thaſWecing Religious: But this one may ſay, that 
h/ rails is not owing to a Man's Religion, but to 
jiſe thus want of it, that he is at any time Cenſo- 
or if ious, Spiteful and Revengeful; Impatient, 
3 GodWiſcontented and Turbulent, that he diſturbs 
PaſſionMither his Neighbour or himſelf with any un- 
tle I aſie Paſſion ; or is ſo Unmerciful, Unkind 
ch thenfWnd Selfiſh, as to ſuffer any one to be in want 
Is wih that Relief which he is able to give them. 
Har D-eligion will even correct his Melancholy, 
ſtate dWpleen, and Natural Moroſeneſs. For 8 
ce theyWeither knows the Spirit of Religion, nor 
md Dehrhat Spirit he himſelf is of, if he pretends 


n a NM it, ſo long as he indulges any one of theſe, 
enjo ud ſetting aſide ſome few, very few Inſtan- 
me Nats and Exceptions, were I to account for 


pleen and Vapors, the reigning Diſtempers 

s a Rent our Age, I ſhou d aſcribe them rather to a 

IIl-wich oral than Phyſical Cauſe. 

s, wi A Libertine, tho' he endeavours ever ſo 

we caluch to put the Evil Day far from him, wall 

11h foo and then be ſurpriz d with a cooler Hour; 
mors | and 
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and then no Wonder, and no Pity, that 
is unmercifully vex'd with the Spleen. | 
Man who has ſome Senſe of Religion, ay 
7 never forbore to take his fill of all th 
Pleaſures he had a fancy to; who hopes 
be an admirable Chriſtian when he grog 
Old, when he has feather'd his Neſt, th 

Cheating or Rapine, or other Evil An 
which he expects, the way of the Woll 
ſhou'd Authoriſe and Anſwer for; Such a true 
will never be out of the Spleen and Vapo e ** 
The Fingers upon the Wall will be ever inhi 
view, troubling his Thoughts, changing h 
Countenance, and making his Knees ſmite on 
againſt another, in the midſt of all his Id 
litys, and forbidden Actions. His Aln 
which tis like he may afford, out of Hare 
great Eſtate his Knavery has gain'd him; M²Nαu 
out of what his Anceſtors may have If 
him, and with it a little Good-Nature aiſval 
Compaſſion when a miſerable Object is la 
in his way; yet will not theſe Alms delivt 
him from the bitter Reproaches he ſuff 


purity, and other Vices. Neither Mercy en er 
the Poor, nor any other Commutation Virtu bert 
will afford him Tranquillity of Mind, muas C 
lefs deliver him from everlafting Death, uf 
Tefs he breaks off his Sins by Univerſal BJ 
lineſs, and does not allow himſelf to bret Eat 
GOD's Commandments in any one Po tomac 
whatever. The Letter might Ae wetde Sp! 
enough queſtion, herber any thing beflſfftects 
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hat H I-bumor can be the Cauſe of Atheiſm. For 
en. his L. humor ariſing from Pangs of Con- 
m, u ience, 15 the true Reaſon of all tlie vain 
all h forts that are made to be an Unbeliever. 


hich no Man can be to his purpoſe, unleſs 


* t the ſad Coft of Inconſiderateneſe, or Mad- 


a th ſs, as the Letter as good as acknowledges. 
i) ad let him be as Thoughtleſs, as he can, 
won il he is downright Mad, he will always find. 
hau tue, that che Wicked are like the troubled 
Vapor when it cannot reſt, whoſe Waters caſt 
er in Mire and Dirt. There is no Peace ſaith 
zing k GOD to the Wicked. 


Is not much better Condition is every 
Man, who dares not endeavour what in him 
les, to keep a - Conſcience void of Offence 


nite on 


his Id 


; of Mwards GOD and towards Men. If he is 
um; Ne inc'd that Gluttony, and Drunkennefs, 
ave End Riotous Living in any kind, are Cri- 
ure Anal Exceſſes, and yet has not the Courage 
+ is H deſpiſe their little Scoffs who, wonder at 


im for not going along with them in that 
ceſs of Riot, which is not lefs a Sin be- 
zuſe it is a Faſhion; if he has not Neſolu- 
on enough to defend his Underſtanding and 
iberty, from that Sottiſh and moſt Ridicu- 
bus Cuſtom of making every Man in the 
ath, uſ-empany- Drink an equal Quantity, and 
ſa} Hitch as good Reaſon they might force him 
to bree Eat it, whether or no he has Brains, or 
je Poiftomach for it: I will not enſure him from 
fore ede Spleen and Vapours; not only as they are 
g befih Wecs' of his Exceſs, but chiefly on _—_— 
2. 2 0 


s delive 
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ice, In 
Mercy 
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man's Honor and Piety, that ſhe 1s ſony 
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of the Reproaches his Reaſon will aſſuret 
make him. | 


Ir will be juſt the ſame with a fine Lay * 
who knows her own Guilt, tho others hay 


not, perhaps, ſo much as a Suſpicion of it 
And tho' we ſhou'd not ſuppoſe her guily 
of Sins which are branded with Infamy. Al 
lowing her what the World reputes a W. 


times ſeen at Church, often at the Play 
houſe, always punctual in her Dreſs and Vi 
fits to a Nicety; that Gaming is not he 
Trade, but only innocent Diverſion, whia 
has taught her to Underſtand it ſo well, ast 

be ſeldom excus'd from making one in a Pa 
ty, either to pleaſe her ſelf, or the Company 
Let us ſuppoſe all this, yet if ſhe brought 
any Good Senſe into the World with her; 
if the being often told that whatever ha 
Wit may be, ſhe has no pretence to Jud 
ment, and that the beſt Rule ſhe can follow 
is that of the. Faſhion, has not fixt her u 
the Habit of going on in the common Road 
like Horſe and Mule that have no Under 
ſtanding ; when ſhe has any Time of Le 
ſure from being Buſy about Nothing, th 
Thought will ſurely come a-croſs her, whe; 
ther her Ladyſhip or her Spaniel be the mo 
uſeful and ſignificant Creature? A Queſtion 
ſhe will no more be able to determine in he 
own Favor, than which of them beſt anſwe 
the End of their Creation ? But if ſhe 

had an ill run at Play, and conſiders how, 


III | 
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ure uch ſhe is like to loſe in her Reputation 
vith all Judicious Perſons, as well as in her 
ocket ; how much her Family ſuffers, and 
hat Domeſtic Uneaſineſs and Diſorders it 
afions ; the harmleſs Wind will inevita- 
ly be dcchs 'd, it muſt be in the Eaſt, what- 
er Point of the Compaſs it blows from: 
of why ſhou'd ſhe be better inſtructed in 
is than in any other Matter ? And under 
great an Indiſpoſition, tis fit that half the 
allege of Phyſicians be conſulted, whoſe' 
Wreſcriptions are like enough to deprive her 
fthat Health which ſhe knows not how to 
e. Nor will ſhe ever be free of the Va- 
rs whoſe Time hangs upon her hands, and 
ho is at a loſs to determine to what Amuſe- 
tent ſhe ſhall next apply her ſelf. 
Now if inſtead of their Aſa Fetida, their 


ar Laudanum, they will give me leave to 
ſcribe one ſerious Remedy, I dare fland 
rurity to all our Splenetic Enthuſiaſts that 
ey ſhall be perfectly cur'd of their Spleen and 
Vors. Aude his, tho no ſmall Undertaking 

of Ley be done, l hope, with a little more Modeſty 


ity to the National Church, which was not 
ems out of Danger, notwithſtanding the 
Weſtiod I 2ws and the late Declarations, till this 
Tn of Might was pleas'd to offer his Gua- 
ee. But perhaps there is a Jeſt in it, for 
warrants her no longer than whil/? Bar- 
Wy Fair is in Poſſeſſion of its Privileges, 
much about the time that he gave his 
[ Security, 


Wine and Frolics, their Cordial Waters, and 
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n our Letter-Writer ſhews in ſtanding Se- p. 44 
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Security, as I remember, theſe Privilegy 206 
were conſiderably leſſen d; ſo the Chura Ml, 72 
may e'en look to her ſelf for him! 2 
THE Method 1 wou'd preſcribe as Hou 
moſt certain Cure for the Spleen and V onvi 


pors, is no other than that very Natur 
one of LIVING ACCORDING TO REA 
SON. This is indeed the Grand Arcanm 
the moſt Univerſal Medicine in all Diſt 
P. 61. pers of Mind; and the only one that a Ma 


ary t 
den, 4 
ate t 
deny | 


| of Senſe can rely on. Now to Live accg 5g 
ding to Reaſon in a Chriſtian Country, uM Sin 
| neither more nor leſs than to be a Sine ific 


Chriſtian, and to conform one's ſelf in al 
things, to what the Goſpel requires. The 
who go on Regularly, in a Conſtant an 
Uniform Courleof Piety, will find that ther 
Good Humor don't depend on the Weathe, 
or the World: Nor will they Ridiculouly 
take Wing, and ſhift their Quarters, when 
ever the Eaſt Wind blows, as ſome G0 
Pecple do; who find it, I'm afraid, but a 
indifferent Remedy for their Uneaſinels 
which they are not like to get rid of, 
long as they carry their own Corrupt Mind 
along with them. For if Men of Piet 
ſhou d, upon the ſinking of their Conftit 
tion, happen to feel a Vapor ariſe, they m 
de ſure it will preſently be diſlipated, ) 
the Light of GO Ds Countenance ſhin 
brightly upon them. los | 
| BELIEve Him, I beſcech you, for He 
Truth it ſelf who ſays, that His ey 
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Eaß and His Burden Light 3 His Service 1s 

erfett Freedom; His Ways are Ways of 

Pleaſantneſs, and all bis Paths are Peace: 

You need but make the Experiment to be 

convinc'd of this Truth. It is indeed neceſ- 


ary that you wear His Yoke, bear His Bur- 
den, and live in His Service if you wou'd 


cannt:fte the Happineſs they afford. And I don't 
"ies leny that Repentance is a ſtrait Gate; the 
a 


going out of Darkneſs into Light will be a 
little painful; and the Changing from a Life 
pf Sin to one of Righteouſneſs muſt have its 
Difficulties ; But they are no more than 
rhat attend all other Changes and Initia- 
ions: And I dare ſay you will not find half 
d much Uneafineſs, to be ſure none of that 
Shame, Confuſion and Regret, which it coſt 
you to be robb'd of your Innocence. But 
uloulſMWhen you muſt Repent to purpoſe, if you wou'd 
Wake Joy in Heaven, and participate in it 
Four felt. A little Holy Water, Tears, Pur- 
fſes,Promiſes,and ſome partial Performances; 
he forſaking thoſe Sins towhich you have no 
onger any Appetite, nor any occaſion for 
em or opportunity to commit them; the 
WF ratice of ſome Duties, ſuch as ſuit with 
onlityWour Natural Temper and Education, or 
Wromote your Honor and Reputation; will 
erer do the Buſineſs, nor help you to that 
oy which no Man can take from you. No- 
ing leſs than the Sacrifice of your Darling, 


or He Hour overcoming that Sin which does moſt 5 
; Toke Whhily beſet you; the uttet Excition of what 
2 teems 
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is a certain Earneſt of our complete Enjoy; 


5 
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ſeems to you as dear and uſeful as an Eye u #/ 
a Right Hand, if it hinders you in you Plat 
way to Heaven, can fill your Soul with that {Wa Ve 
Serene Joy, that Perfect Tranquillity, that Nyoui 
truly Rational, Solid, and ever entertaining Corr 
| Pleaſure, which is more than an equivalent this 
even in this Preſent Life (a hundred time Hour 
more if we dare credit our Savior) to all Wicalt, 
Temporal Enjoyments put together. it ha 
Ir is only thro* Mens Ignorance of Rel; uy 
this 1 


gion, that they throw upon it that unjuſ 


Scandal of its being a Task, a Wearineſs, Alu. 


Melancholy, unſupportable Burden ; Whe Wn) 
ever ſays ſo, or thinks ſo, was never truly {Mkelat 
Religious. Let him not content himſelf with ¶ out 
being almoſt a Chriſtian, nor ſtand on Term rive 
with GOD Almighty, as if he was afraid of our - 
being too Wiſe, and too Happy; let him berate 
true to himſelf, Stedfaſt, Immoveable, watch ng r 
ful that he be not led away by the Error, and hence, 
III Example, or Scoffs of the Wicked, ſo mit) 
to fall from his Good Reſolutions; let hin Highe. 
but continue in all the Commandments of huraces. 
GOD blameleſs; and he will be fully con- g w: 
vinc'd as all other truly Good People from ot ha 
or a n 


the beginning of the World have been, that 
Felicity which Humane Nature inceſſantly 
defires, is not to be found elſewhere, but iﬀ 
certainly obtain'd by conforming our Will to 
our Maker's: Which gives us ſuch an Ante- 
paſt of Happineſs in our preſent Journey, a 


ment of it, in all our Capacitys, when we a 
rive at our Father's Court. Add 


* 


134 


of Mind, will endeavour with the Malia 
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and Cunning of the Old Serpent whoſe Vo. 
taries they are, and whoſe Work they do, 1 
deprive you of your Happineſs. They wil 
talk to you of Wit, Diverſion and Pleaſure 
as if they would lead you to a very Pan, 
diſe ; whereas upon Trial, their Wit wil 
be found the moſt egregious Folly, their En 
tertainments the crackling of "Thorns, and 
their Pleaſures nothing elſe but Diſeaſes and 
Poverty, Ruin and Diſgrace. The way 
the World they will tell you is on their ſid, 
they perſuade you to nothing but what even 
body does, and why ſhou'd you be ſingular 
But let me entreat you to have ſo juſt a Sen; 
of your Dignity, as to believe your ſelvg 
as worthy to Give, as to Take, Example. | 
they have the Boldneſs to attacque your Ver 
tue, ſhall you be ſo Mean as not to defeni 
it! Eſpecially fince this will be the greatel 
Trial of the Grandeur of your Minds, an 
true Valor: For to repel Force with Forces 
the Courage of a Brute; but to Negled 
Deſpiſe and Overcome what is Wicked and 
Unreaſonable, Baſe and Degenerous, is tl 

Firmneſs and Courage of a Hero. | 
I allow it is not always pure Malice ti 
ſets theſe Inftruments of Urighteouſnels 1 
work ; they have their Intereſt and litt 
Deſigns in it. They wou'd Rook you © 
your Eſtates, Marry you to their Caſt-awaj 
make uſe of your Honor and Credit in youBeaur 
Country to carry on their Intrigues, g dem 

c 3 
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Malice WM bauch your neareſt Relations. And no way 
fe Vo Bf fo proper to accompliſh all this, as to make 
do, to ff you Wicked like themſelves. For if you ſuf- 
ey will fer them to entangle you in the Snares of 
leaſure, Sin, they have you in their Toils, and at their 
Y Pan. Mercy. Lou muſt follow where they lead, 
it wil act as they direct you, with as little Regard 


cir EW Honor and Reputation as to Conſcience. 

ns, ad AND when a Man has fool'd away his In- 
ſes aui nocence, I can't promiſe him that his Joy, 
way dMeven when he returns to himſelf again, ſhall 
eir (id, be ſo Conſtant and Even, Serene and Pure, 
it even he might have preſerv'd it in an uninter- 
ngular!Mrupted Courſe of Vertue and Piety. For tho 
a denl:WRepentance is a Remedy, which if duly ap- 
ir {elvsMplyd, will effe&ually reſtore us to a good 
ple. state of Health and Degree of Felicity, yet 
ur Ve: ſorrou ful Senſe of Paſt Iniquities becomes 
o defend Sincere Penitent, and ought always to be 
greatelMWretain'd, However, Repentance, as harſh'and 
ids, a bitter as it ſeems to be, is not without its pe- 
Forœſgculiar Pleaſures. There is a Sweetneſs in 
NegletWTears, and as much eaſe to the Mind in Con- 
ked felling its Guilt and renouncing our Tranſ- 
8, is t greſſions, as there is to the Body in throw- 
ng off an inſupportable Burden. But then, 
lice tua they who wou'd reliſh Sorrow, muſt be ſure 
uſnels that it is truly Penitential; That a Senſe of 
nd lit their Offences againſt GOD, not their Diſap- 
pointments in the World, hath ſoftned their 
ſt-awaßſ Hearts, and that it is not the loſs of their 
in you beauty, but of their Vertue which makes 


and Dem Grieve. St. Peter's Sorrow had not been 


wy Re- 
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Repentance but Deſparation, if inſtead of gi. 
ving all Diligence for the future to practiſ 
everyChriſtianVertue,that in particular which 
was oppoſite to his Sin, he had like Judas added 
Sin to Sin. And we ſhou'd hardly have found 
Magdalene upon Record as an Example df 
Penitence to the greateſt Sinners, if after ſh: 
had waſh'd her Face with Tears, ſhe had foul! 
it again with Paint of any kind; or had not 
left aff all her Meretricious Arts and Orns 
ments when ſhe forſook her Sins; and ceasd 
to be a Coquette as well as a Strumpet, For i 
can hardly be ſuppos d that they who are nt 
perfectly out of Love with all retainers to 
their former Sins, have that real Averſiont 
Sin that true Repentance requires; or are at: 
gry with it upon any other Account than the 
Smart it has, or is like to expoſe them to; or 
that they wou d not ſtill go on in ſinning i 


* . 


So far is it from being a Reproach to Re 


ligion, that we haue recourſe r it, chief) i 


Adverfity, ill Health, under Aſflictian, Diſtur 


ed: : 
Wra 
the 
then 
who 
Perp 
as tf 
ſuffic 
whet 
whic 
and! 
to, tl 
Preſe 
His ! 
not O 
and ( 
Mort 
Obſet 
the I 


them, 


bur a 


ler tl 


are 


bance of Mind, or Diſcompoſure of Temper, thuſpetter 
nothing can be more for its Honor. Whalhe | 
can more loudly proclaim its Divine Excet-Wte S- 
lency, than that its very Adverſarięs are fore Not : 
to acknowledge it ta be our only Refuge, thaÞther 
which we may truſt to, when all beſides ort ar 
fail, and which is therefore the ſtrongeſt Sup er-bal 
port, and the moſt natural Pleaſure of the Bu. 
Mind, The Name of the Lord is a ſtrang Tower, | an te 

raub 


the Righteous flieth unto it and is ſafe; If Wick 


4 
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of g. ed and Profane Men can ſee nothing but 
rai Wrath and Fury, and Revenge, and Terrors in b. 30. 
which te Deicy, who may they thank for it bat 
added themſelves? I can aſſure them there are thoſe 
found who have very different Views, who in all 
ple of MPecrplexities and Afflictions look up to GOD 
fer ſhe Nas their Beſt, their Never-failing, their All- 
1fould ſufficient Friend, and mighty Protector. And 
ad na hen worried by the Sufferance and Anxiety 

Orns+Mwhich an Unjuſt and 11-natur'd, an Envious 
d ceasd Hand Malicious World not ſeldom puts them 


to, they can refreſh themſelves in the Divine 
Preſence, lay all their Cares and Sorrows at 
1ers to His Feet, and partaking of His Joys, can be 
rſion u not only 11 and contented, but even Pleas'd 
are at- Mand Chearful, under all the Calamities of this 
han the {Mortal Life. So true is the Royal Pſalmiſts 
to; or MUblervation, Great Peace have they who love 
ning ü the Law of GOD, and nothing ſhall offend 

em. And that not out of a Stoical Apathy, 
to ReEÞut a Rational Conviction, that they are un- 


For i 
are not 


hieſh ner the All- wiſe Government, Conduct and 
Diſtu- are of Infinite Goodneſs which will provide 
er, thaſpetter for them than they can for themſelves. 

Whalhe Religious Perſon being in reality what 
 Excel-Fie Stoics vainly boaſted of their Wiſe Men: 
e fore Not through an inſenſibility of Pain, and 


ther Inconveniencies, but by finding a Sup- 

ort and Pleaſure that does more than Coun- 

eſt Sup e- dallance them. A 

of the Bur what has the Profane and Vicious 

r Tower lan to ſupport him in the Day of Trouble? 

Wick able which Mankind is born to, and 
e | | 


there- 


ge, tha 
eſides || 
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now [I think on't, this laſt will not much 2 
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therefore not to be wholly avoided by th 
Greateſt and Happieſt Mortal. For ſuppoſing 
him free from all other Afflictions, Sickne; 
and Ill Health is what he muſt ſometimg 
feel, and generally brings upon himſelf by hy 
own Vices; and his Friends and Relating 
muſt of courſe drop off into the Grave. Thy 


fe& him, for a Man of looſe Principles cat 
for no Body but himſelf; he is his own Ce 
tre, and values other People no farther tha 
as Tools to his Intereſt and Inſtruments of hi 
Pleaſures. He muſt however Die, and whit 
has he to Solace him in the hour of Death? 
Why the Noble Hope of being Nothing, i 
he is able by all his Arts to conjure it up i 
His great Neceſſity! Annihilation! that Gl 
rious Proſpect of the Wits and Great Men d 
the Age; the Crown of all their Actions; tie 
Conſummation of all their Deſires; the u 
moſt of their Wiſhes and Warmeſt Hope 
And yet it is the moſt beggarly Refuge Inv 
* it is what . . much Fl 
hors, that no Man cou'd endure the 'Thouglt 


of it, were he not conſcious of his own It 
merit, convicted of his wilful Vileneſs, whid 
renders him not only utterly unworthy d 


any thing better, but even juſtly liable to wia 


is infinitely worſe. Great Minds are full d 


Noble Hopes, their Integrity diſpoſes then 
with decent, yet humble Confidence to er 
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pect a Reward. Nor can it be a diſpute whid 
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ot only Content and Pleas'd to be Nothing 
iter this poor, ſorry Life, but who even la- 
or all they can, in ſpite of Reaſon and their 


detimm pen Convictions, to Fancy they ſhall be ſo; 
* by kor their's whoſe large aſpiring Minds, deſire 
latin und hope for an unſpeakably happy Eternity. 
Tu ror Ambition is, all the World over, allow d 
uch o be the Character of a brave and magnani- 
s cam nous Spirit. The only fault is, in being Am- 


ditious of Little Things, ſuch as are beneath 
the Dignity of our Nature, which can neither 
deſerve nor ſatisfy our Deſires, and in purſuing 
d Hour Point by ſuch baſe and unworthy Methods, 
Death a Soul truly Great can never ſtoop to. 
ing, Ir is no Paradox, but a Truth which he 
t up vill certainly ſubſcribe to, who will give him- 
at Ge eelf the Pleaſure of making the Experiment, 
Men that the Life of a real Chriſtian is abundant- 
1s; ey more pleaſant than that of a Libertine: 
the u kor if there be ſuch athing as Human Feliei- 
Hope, and that it is not a vain precarious Fancy, 
e lu rot to be meaſur d by any other Rule than 
ach b erery particular Perſon's capricious Humor; 
noughtMWellowing only that right Reaſon and uncor- 
vn D:-{rupted Nature, and not Opinion and Vitia- 
which ed Appetites, are the Standard of Human 
Pleaſures: It will then undeniably follow, 
that he is the Happieſt Man who lives the 
moſt like a Man; that is, who Lives accord- 
ing to Reaſon, which is living according to 
to ex Nature, to the Nature of a Man, tho not of 
which Brute. Conſequently tho he may not en- 
ho ar joy ſo much Brutal Pleaſure as the Libertine 
na ö does 
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does, yet enjoying Human Pleaſures, ſucha ¶ Hope 
he was made for, he muſt needs be a much ander 
Happier Man. I call the Pleaſures of Sen. better 
tion Brutal Pleaſures, in Compliance with the Mine 1 
vulgar way of ſpeaking, but I own it is a Que- great 
ſtion whether Beaſts feel any, and one that mer ſ 
will never be clearly decided in the Affirms ¶ mance 
tive. Sacre 

A Man who lives by Principle, is ſteady and ¶ morta 
conſiſtent with himſelf, Maſter of his Paſſions Node 
and therefore free from the Torment of oppo- Mess ti 


ſite Inclinations and Deſires impoſſible to be Nie of 


P. 50. 


Gratify'd; always at eaſe in his own Mind, N Cold 

whatever happens without him; enjoying Win ſor 
Self- ſatisfaction, which, in the Opinion of 1 te in 
great Philoſopher, is the ſweeteſt of all the Pa. B 
ſions. And as ſuch a Man is beyond all Com Wyhole 
pariſon Wiſer, ſo muſt he needs be Happier Head, 
than the Libertine who is the Reverſe of all Mmuch 
this, always a Slave to his Appetites, and for N Bartl. 
this Reaſon to every Thing without him; ur Mthink, 


eaſy to himſelf, as well as to every one who Won, 


happens to ſtand in his way. In the Day o! Mence: 
Adverſity, from which no Aﬀuence or Great- cure t 
neſs can ſecure a Man, the Dank hour with. N lences 
out will quickly and happily be over with Hof our 
the Good Chriſtian who tinds nothing Dark Wh has 


eit hin, no Fears, no Diſturbances in his ow KWwho n 


Breaſt. And ſuppoſing, againſt all the Reaſon Wl to 
in the World, and the cleareſt Proofs that Minow1 
any thing Future is capable of, ſuppoſing that Wiccoun 
his Hopes of a Happy Immortality ſhou'd Nrovid 
prove à Cheat, they are however 1 5 their Y 
b 50 Opes | 


- 
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Hopes, and as ſuch able to ſupport a Man, 
and Falle his Spirits for the preſent, much 
better than Wine and Revelling, or any Liber- 
tine Pleaſure can; The laſt unfit Men for 
great and generous Actions, to which the for- 
mer ſpur them on. All the Illuſtrious Perfor- 
mances we read of, in Profane as well as in 
Sacred Hiſtory, ariſing from a Hope of Im- 
mortality of {ome kind or other. And our 
modern Endeavours after Atheiſm, are doubt- 
leſs the Cauſe why modern Heroes are ſo lit- 
tle of a- piece: Like Nebuchadnezzar's Image, 
Gold at one end, and Dirt at tother; Great 
in ſome reſpeds, and Little, deſpicably Lit- 
tle in the reſt! 

BUT what! attacque Heroes, arraign a 
whole Sinful Nation, m which, except the 
Head, there is hardly a Sound Part. Too 
much Mettle, without diſpute, even for- a 
Bart lemy-Fair Writer, who ſhou'd, one wou'd 
think, ſtand in awe of Indiments, Scandalum 
Magnatuens, and the like good and neceſſary 
fences, which the Laws have provided to ſe- 
ure the Great and the Grave from the Inſo- 
knces of their Inferiors, True, the Wiſdom 
af our Anceſtors has provided ſuch Laws, and 
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lo has it others againſt Blaſpheming the GO 


who made us. And [I ſhall never think my 
ſelf too good to ask their Pardon, or to ac- 
now ledge their Juſtice, -who ſhall call me to 
count for any diſreſpect towards themſelves, 
provided they ſhew but an equal Concern for 
lier Maker's Honor. | 


Bur 
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Bur alas! as to Daring, what a poor At 
tempt is mine, in compariſon of the Boldneh 
of the Letter writer and his Friends? He why 
1s free with the Vices of the Age, and pa 
not much deference to Men, who, tho thy 
make a greater Noiſe and Duſt in the World 
are Mortal like himſelf, can only run th: 
riſque of having his Reputation blaſted, hi 
Fortune ruin'd, or of being put to ſome Pan 
and Diſgrace; or at the utmoſt have a Lik 
that will ſoon be at an end, a little ſhortned; 
And yet not this neither, without His Leave, 
who has paſt His Sacred Word, that they who 
ſeck His Kingdom, ſha'n't want any Neceſlz 
rys in their Paſſage thither; that they who 
Honor Him, He will Honor; and that ſuch 


as loſe their Lives in ſo glorious a Cauſe a 
His Service, ſhall be ſure of finding them to 


great Advantage. And what great matter 


it to ſhew one's {elf Dauntleſs, in Confidence 


of being ſupported by Omnipotence? But to 
provoke the Almi — whoſe * Diſp leaſure the 
Chriſtian fears, and becauſe he fears GOD, 13 
not afraid of any other thing; to brave Dam 
nation, which moſt Men tremble at; this & 
Courage with a Witneſs, and the Bravery of 
our modern Wits and Giants By how mam 
degrees does it make them excel the Grecim 
and Roman Worthies! For to Die for ones 
Country, as ſome of theſe pretended, was 10 
great Proof of their Wit, Life might have been 
huſbanded to better purpoſe: But tobe Damn'd 


| to Save or Ruin it, as occaſion ſerves, is not 


this Heroic ? "31 


a Free 
a Wea 
and al 
bun n 
Drean 
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Tis true, Damnation is not in view, our 
its wou d ſeem to believe nothing of it; 
pon which account a Life to them muſt be a 


preater loſs than a Soul : But there are twenty 


ings not half ſo formidable, which we have 
veither ſeen nor felt, and yet in common Pru- 
jence think fit to be afraid of. We ſhow'd 
zardly venture to pluck a fleeping Lion by 
the Beard the firſt time we happen'd to fall 
nto his Company ; tho' 
be nothing in the matter, no harm at all in ſuch 
a Freedom. He may, for ought one knows, be 
a Weak, or a Tame Good-Natur'd Creature, 
and all the frightful Stories we have heard of 
him no better than Fables, mere Enthuſiaſtic 
Dreams! It muſt therefore be allow'd, that he 
who Dares the Almighty, gives an unparal- 
11d Proof of his Boldneſs and his Judgment 
too! and does a bolder thing than if ſingly he 
oppos'd an Army, or encounter d with a Mob. 
And indeed what can be done better, or more 
like Men of Rank and Figure, than to free 
Mankind from ſla viſh Principles? that is, from 
All Principles, for they are all but. ſo. ma- 
by Fetters and Reſtraints, which cramp us in 
the purſuit of great Deſigns, and loſe us ma- 
ny fair opportunities of Profit and Pleaſure, 
do long as Principles are faſhionable, and 
there's ſomewhat to be got by them, whilſt 
Bigottry to a Profeſſion or Party raifes Men's 
Character, and helps them to Preferment, it 
may be worth their while to be good Church- 


Men, good Proteſtants, good any thing, even 
Popiſ 


after all, there may p. 55. 


* 
„ 
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Papiſt or Mahometan. And yet ſince the hy 

ing ty d to a Mask, puts too great a force g 

Native Liberty, it is better, much better, tha 

5. 31. no countenance be given to ſuch ſerious E. 

travagancies, but rather that a univerſal Free 

dom prevailing, Men may frankly open them 
ſelves, and give the utmoſt Liberty to Wit! 

To promote this Liberty, is plainly the 

deſign of the Letter, and its Patrons; and 

don't ye think that the Performance is admi- 

rably well ſuited to the Deſign 2 For to d 

the Author Juſtice, he has laid his Bait pretty 

- cunningly, and has rack d his Invention to the 

| utmoſt to find out a handle for Ridicule. Ani 

indeed fince the Libertine Cauſe has always 

ſuffer'd, and was like to do fo in the way of 

folid 3 ſince the beſt colouring that 

the fineſt and boldeſt Wits could give it, was 

not able to ſtand the Teſt of Reaſon, what ſo 

| proper as to invent another much fitter for 


the turn, even the Teſt of Ridicule, the very 

Application of which to the great and awfil 

3 Things of Religion, is a getting ground on it, 
_ - by inuring Men to treat it with leſs Reſpet 
| and Reverence. Libertines have doubtleſs 1 
Quarrel to Reaſon, as well as to Religion, and 

upon the ſame account; for the one does not 

fail to reproach them as well as the other. 

Some of their Tribe have freely enough ſhew 

their Pique to Reaſon; and the reſt wou 

not fail to do it, if the Matter were ripe 

enough. The Foundation is laid in their De- 


clamations againſt Grave and Serious * 
or 


3 


— 
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which in moſt Companies will do as wel 

And a ſhort Letter to my Lord (perhaps fron 
himſelf) in a Modiſh Dreſs, and with an 4; 

of Wit, will take better among the young Ft 

lows, than all the Arguments and Demonſty 

Hind and tions in the World. Tour knotty Reaſoning 
20 — 1 with a long Train of Majors and Minors, a 
p.17. the Devil and all, (as you know who mak 
Bayes confeſs) are too barbarous fur his Shl, 

but he can floriſh better with one of his twink 

ling Arguments, than the beſt Formalift of th 

Age can fight with totber. Take the ven 
ſlighteſt of them, the mere Steam of a Cofes 
| Houſe, or Offal at a Great Man's Table, a 
A tit ſhall Read and Write, Bite and Slaſh, wit 
| | any Polemical Diſcourſe whatever; Ay, al 
ſtare any Divine of em all in the Face, in i 
own elegant Proſe, without giving any of ou 
Noble Poets the trouble of clapping it perth iu 
four Verſes! If any Man of Gravity ſhall fay 
that there is more Malice than Wit in the Lt: 
ter, I muſt own the Writer of it is treatel 
with as good Manners as he has ſhewn to hy 
Maker: And if it ſhou'd be added, that hey 
taken in his own Craftineſs, there wants li 
proof; for never were there more and great 


Blunders in ſo few Pages, in a Paper pretend = , 
. n - If, 
ing to any thing. We ſhall give the Read WE} 
a taſte of theſe, and ſome of its other Beauties 
for to trace them all, would be too great 


Task, eſpecially. to one who, is already (uh 
ficiently weary, of it. 


Ld 


Doris my young Orator want a ſet of 6 
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yPhrafes? Let him purchaſe this Letter, and 
> ſhall have for his Shilling enow choice 
xpreſſions topafs him off for a Wit, even ina 


untage of Recommendation to another World, 


om what we feet in the Stomach, and the 
huppiſh Spirit got up in Religion, like Hack in 
s Coach-box. ee ee, which in 4 p. 69. 
ment burns up every Particle of ent 

md Reaſon: EVERY one of em! The Na- 


uſt be chrown off by Fermentation! Unhappy 
Reaſon l to be compos'd of ſuch combuſtible 
direds, as that not one of them is capable of 


ring fav d from the burning Pannic of En- 


4 byſbaſm, Sure ly it becomes the Government 
he 1,0 make as ſevere Laws againſt ſuch as burn 
wen their Neighbour's Judgment, as againſt 
\ to hi hoſe who ſer his Houſe on Fire. Which 
it he aff 10g5 a Story into my Head which I have 2 


treat Mind to tell my Reader, ſince Method 
nd Connexion in Writing are out of Fathion 
| = all who Pretend to, or Enquire after, 
If, | 


ants i 
grezte 
retend 
Reade 
auties 

reat 


ly fv 
| dal 


[ 


ke nam d, but you may reckon upon't for as 
treat a Truth as the Story of that Learned 
relate, who can give a full account of his Be- 
ef in Fairys; that a certain Gentleman Neigh- 
wur to that Prelate, _ not leſs a Wir _ 

2 5 


wd's Company Volunteer in Faith; Saving p. 10. 
fort; Soul Reſcuing Spirit; Saint Errantry; F. 31. 
Deut Gallantrys; Believing with any Ad- p. 50. 


hyetite of the Teeth, very different no doubt P. 76. 


ural, as well as the Heterogeneous, which F. aa. 


WERE it needful, Time and Place might b.. 
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height of his Diverſion and Good- humor, come 


P. 6. 


< leſſer Damages; and I am ſent by the belt 


whatever became of his Houſe, &*c. after the 
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the Letter-writer himſelf, or my Lord * 
and the choiceſt of his Friends, being deeply 
engag d in ſomewhat extremely Material 
whether at Play, or with a Bottle, in a Love 
or a State-Intrigue, I will not ſtay to enquire 
fince Authors differ about it : Now in the ven 


there a Grave and Serious Man, one who hat 
not the Air of a Fable-Maker, but ſeem'd tobe 
in earneſt and to believe what he reported, an{ 
with a vehemency becoming the importance 
of the News he brought: Sir, ſays he to m 
Gentleman, «the Houſe next yours being in 
„ Flame, the Evidences for your Eſtate, and 
the Pardon on which your Life depends, ar 
in the extremeſt danger, to ſay nothing of 


conten 
to aſce 
Sublim 
tle of 1 
poſe th 
as Ut 


« Friends you have, to warn you of this Mi- 
fortune; for ſure one does not need per 
* ſuade you to take what care you can to 
« prevent it. Our Spark, who ſeldom look! 
beyond the preſent, any farther than to the 
next Hour's Diverfion, unleſs in a Politic C 


bal; neither liking the News, nor the Inter- being r 
ruption it gave him; and not a little offended fects fr 
to hear ſo wiſe a Speech from one whom he the Me 
took to be ſo mean and contemptible a Perſon; I Heuſe- 


and being willing to preſerve Wit inthe World, "fem 
Ir 

7 fer y 

#* dealc 

retion, 


little 


uſual Prelude of Oaths and Bluſter, which 
wou'd be no manner of Ornament to our Story, 
„Fellow, fays our Man of Wit, doſt thou 
think to impoſe: on me, who am ws'd to ex. 

Fe © « amine 
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« amine Things by a better Standard than the 
« common Taſte £ I find no Commotion in my P. 67. 
« ſelf, no Pannic that bewitches me; and tho' 
« not only thy Aſpect, but thy very Breath and b. 69. 
« Exbalations are Infectious, I will not be im- 
pd on by thy Teſtimony, nor led credulouſly 
into the Belief of ſo falſe a Story, which it is 
not my Intereſt nor Pleaſure to believe. For 
having obtain d the Knowledge of our Paſſions 
in their very Seeds, meaſur d well the Growth 
and Progreſs of Enthuſtaſm, and judging rightly 
of its natural Force, and what command it has 
over our very Senſes; lam fully inſtructed how 
to oppoſe ſucceſsfully thoſe Deluſions whith 
come arm'd with the ſpecious Pretext of Moral 
Certainty, and MAT TER OF FACT. Our 
honeſt Meſſenger, whoſe Underſtanding was 
ontented with plain Senſe, without pretending 
to aſcend into the higher Regions of Wit, and 
Sublime of Reaſon, tho' he underſtood very lit- 
tle of this Harangue, yet was willing to ſup- 
pole there might be ſome what in it, becauſe it 
s utter d by a Gentleman and a Wit; and 
being moſt deſirous to ſave the Gentlewan's Ef- 
ks from the devouring Flame, or to ſpeak in 
the Modiſh Diale&, having ſomething of the 
Houſe-reſcuing Spirit upon him, cry'd out pret- p. 31. 
ty earneſtly, © Your Houſe and your Eſtate, 
Sir! for GOD's ſake confider theſe, and de- 
* fer your fine Diſcourſes to a more convenient 
# dealon. But our Wit, unable to bear Cor- 
reftion, eſpecially from ſuch a Formaliſt, reply'd 
little Snappiſbly, Thy Gravity is of the very P. 17. 
| | k 3 « Eſſence 
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P. 67. 
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« Eſſence of Impoſture; however I won't be þ 
wh 2 — offence at this odd Story; — 
P.21. © mean to treat the matter in Raillery, an i 
L and not t0 puniſh ſeriouſly what deſerves a 

« to be laugh'd at, and is beſt cur'd by that | 

&* nocent Remedy. 

p. 9, 9. How far our Gentleman's Paſſion for Ri 
cule wou'd have ſerv'd him, not only to A, 

well, but even to Work himſelf into it beym 

his own reach, is more than I can tell: But hen 

he was interrupted by one in the Compaq 

who advis'd him to go home and ſee if all wal, 

p. 36. fate, becauſe if after all there (hou'd be notli 
in the matter, there wou'd be no barm in bei 

thus deceiv'd:, but if there be any thing, it woll 

| be fatal to him not to have beltev'd to the fil 
p. 19, 20. Shall I then give up my Preliminary Right d 
& Juagment, crys the Gentleman, and delien 
- © the falſeſt and moſt ridiculous thing in i 

« World, at leaſt for ought I know! Excella 
p. 33. © Charafler of a Man of Wit, No, I am reſo 

to try, that I may be fare. Now the mai 
p. 18. © Point is to know always true Gravity from th 
e falſe; and this can only be by carrying the Rul 
« conſtantly with us, and freely applying it u 
c only to the Things about 1s, but to our ſelv 
& For if we loſe the meaſure in our ſelves, u 
* ſoall ſoon loſe it in every thing beſides. Nu 
* what Rule or Meaſure is there in the World 
te but by conſidering the real Temper of Thmy 
5 to find which are truly Serious, and which I. 
* diculous? And bow can this be done, but their T 


blind, 
World 
lfir'd, 
that in 


* applying the Ridicule, to ſee whether it nid, 


* be 
„ ILA 
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bear or no? But if we fear to apply the Rule 


So We is an thing, what Security can wwe have a- 
Js an vin the Impoſture of Formality in all things? 
ry. f we allow our ſelves to be credulous in one 


Point 3 the ſame Credulity may Rule us as it 
pleaſes in all other. Alas, Sir, ſays the Meſ- 


* Kid ſenger with Tears in his Eyes, © Your Houſe 
„vin be loſt ere the Rule can be apply'd, per- 
"SF haps it is already paſt Redemption. The 


Zut hen 
MPpary, 
all vx 
not bi 
in bein 


Horſes were then call'd for, but as ill luck 
kwou'd haveit, they had been all ſent home, and 
his Honor muſt walk, or elſe mount upon the 


ad no mind to gall his Feet, and as little 


9 0 that Equipage; ſo the Matter was debated 
win jo fill the Houſe was burnt. For nothing wou'd 
18 b onvince-him but a fight of the Flame: Where- 


s, beſides that the poor Gentleman was Pur- 
blind, the beſt Eyes and Perſpective in the 
World cou'd not have help'd him to what he 
i'd, becauſe not only the diſtance, but a Hill 
hat interpos'd made the View impoſſible. 
Now can any Body ſay that this Gentle- 
man did not act like a Wit, and apply the Rule 
F Ridicule to a Nicety? How did he know but 
the Meſſenger was an Impoſture, or an Enthu- 
, one who had caught the Pannic, whole 


in 708 
xcella 
reſo 
be mat 
from tl 
he Rul 
g it 1 
r ſelves 
es, 1 
. An 
, Worid 
Thy 
bich l 


bave burnt up every Particle f Judgment and 
Reaſon / Probably he might be ſent by ſome 
Highway-Men, to draw the Gentleman into 


K 4 And 


, but fitcir Toils; or by a Jealous and Entag'd Hul- 
4 nd, or Party, with a deſign to Murder him. 
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rt-Horſe that brought the Intelligence. He 


Imagination was ſo inflam'd, as in a moment to p. 6g. 
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And provided the News was true, yet poſlibly er! - 
the Fire might not reach his Houſe ; or ſom {Wand h. 
careful Servant or Friend might ſecure his ¶ Corre 
| Writings, Or ſuppoſing all were burnt, the Norder 
p. 1. Queen, who exceeds the very beſt 7 us in NN d 
P.57. Goodneſs, may ſhew ſo much of that Temps, 
which the Letter calls Divine, as to provide for hr, 7: 
fo extraordinary a Wit, a Man who refs'd » Ws Mel 
r. 53, 54- put the Lye upon his Underſtanding, and choſe pirit 
do loſe his All, rather than to believe at a ver WReaſor 
ture againſt Reaſon, what might haue been th: Mini, ol 
greateſt Falſhood in the World, for any thin Nor of 
; cou d be brought as 4 Proof or Evidence to th ¶ bertin 
© contrary, Or if the very worſt ſhou'd happen, Ws one 
it wou'd be only the ſpending of a ſhort Life {Wor all 
in Poverty; or by the loſs of it, be fecurt 
from _ -: | 
Io return to our Remarques on the Beau {Wind it 
tys of the Letter ; Beſides the Eloquence and em al 
Sublime that is to be obſerv'd in the admirable {Wor /0: 
Account of THAT SPIRIT which we real Wi my 
of, p. 69. Ask me not what Spirit, I beſeech Nan't k 
ou, but look till you find it: Beſides the {MWrency 
Rhetorick, and all that, there is ſuch a Form ol {Wjence, « 
Argument, ſuch a Degree of Senſe, ſuch a Ten- ¶ him 2 
per of Philoſophy, and ſuch Meaſures of Rex ¶ Hours 
ſon, as no Man cou'd ever have attain'd, unlel W Th; 
he had been mounted on Pegaſivs himſelf, o I Aud 
on a Bart'lemy Hobby-Horſe, For you mult 
know, that Judgment, which is an Act of the Nor is 
Mind, is as much made up of Particles, as Res. Ithe for 
ſon, or the very Mind it ſelf is; according to Wwbolly 
the New and Accurate Philoſophy of the Lt (aught, 


P 
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flibly Wer! And whatever you may think of Nature, 

ſome and her having no Malice, unleſs my Lord * p. 62. 
e his Correſpondent be hugely miſtaken, ſhe has ſo 

t, the Norder d it, that the F ible Matters lie pre- P. 64 
ws in Nod tit hin, within ua — on| like 

the Barrels of Gunpowder, Gr. Fade s Cel- 

lr, ready to take fire at a Spark, but chiefly in 

1 Multitude ſeiz'd with THAT Spirit. THAT 
Spirit of Combuſtible Matters, of Judgment and 
lan, of an Inflam d Imagination, of the Pan- 

wc, of Fut higſiaſin, of a Rattle and a Wind- mill, 

or of what you pleaſe: For THAT is a Li- 
bertine, as Univerſal and Good-natur d a Word 

35 one can wiſh ; and may equally refer to any, 

or all of them, 

Your Nobleſt Alor, and Nobleft Part, your P. 12. 
Natural and Unnatural, are as good as ever was, P. 26. 
ind ſhall chime with the beſt De and Re of 
em all, that ever little Bayes was Maſter of. 
irable For ſome Conſiderable Preſence, or Company; fuch 
e real Ws my Lord *** and his Friends, or _ it 
eſeech N can't be had, the very endeavour Stren b of 
s the I Fency to ſrupply this Want, by an Imagin'd Pre- 
orm of {W/ence, do ſo raiſe a Man's Thoughts, — inſpire 
T. kim irh more than what he feels at ordinary 


f Rex- Hours. 

unlels WM That every Word he writes his Spirits ſoar Hind and 
It, Ir And he grows more aWit, and more, and more. Tr 
m p- 26. 


of the ¶ Nor is it to be queſtion d, that notwithſtanding 

s Rea- the ſound Iudgment, the clear Head, and the being Letter, 
ing to Nb free of Melancholy, yet the Panmic is ſweh p. 68, 65. 
e Let auger, the Evidences of 2 the Senſes loſt, as in a 


ter! ö Dream, 


bo 


* 
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Drum; the Blaze ariff of a ſudden, ard nion 
r. 78, 79. the Eyes glow with the 2 ot Lymphatic MM M. 
5 e the Latins, and Nympholepti of the Greek, Of t 
appear, as oft as our Letter- writer is admittei i ce 
5. 15 into the Inſpiring Preſence of ſome Great My, (he 
by whoſe Preſcription and Example the tb Wor 
Hind and Bottle teaches him Politics, as the next du I A, 
ant. p. a. Re ligion / . have 
Ix was doubtleſs in ſuch good Humor as this being 
that the Letter was writ, and its Author pre. Veen 
vail'd upon to oblige the World with thoſe à N Gh. 
mirable Diſcoveries, which are altogether new, Not! 
and his own. They are of two forts; ſome Nee 
are ſo exceeding plain and obvious, that it ende: 
is 4 wonder how any Body cou'd over-luck Fc 
them; and others ſo exceeding obſcure and out ſo ve 
of the way, that he muſt needs be no littl: I tat: 
Wit who was able to come at them. Of the > 4 
firſt ſort is that Grave Remarque, p. 61. that | 
Reaſon, if we will truſt to it, will prove to u, er 
that GOD is ſo Good, as to exceed the very bell "0 
| of us in Goodneſs. A plain and evident Truth, I En 
1 acknowledge, but who cou'd ever have ex: "= 

pected it from the Pen of a Libertine! That ur 
p. 25. Society bas force in ill, as well as in good Paſ- Muſ: 
ſions, and that an Affection is ſo much ſtronge I h 
for being Social and Communicative, is what mol 
Men's Experience might have taught them. 
And Thope, Gentlemen, for the future, you wil of the 
take care what Company you keep, for this Wi. pity 
ter's ſake, as well as for your own. It being an 
irrefragable Truth, that he who converſeth file 8 
with wiſe Men, ſhall be wiſe; but a Comp Conn 
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nion of Fools, eſpecially ſuch Fools as make 
Mock at Sin, ſhall inevitably be deſtroy d. 
Of the ſame Nature is this Obſervation, that 


the Praiſe of Gooaneſs from an unſound, hollow P. 66. 


(he might have added a Senſual, Impure, 
Worldly) Heart, muſt certainly make the grea- 
teſt Diſſonance in the World: And that we can 
have no tolerable Notion of Goodneſs without 
being tolerably Good, A Truth fo plain, that 
we may ſafely conclude that the true Reaſon 
why Wits and Libertines have no tolerable 
Notion of GOD, is becauſe they are in no de- 
gree like Him; they will not in any Meaſure 
endeavour to imitate Him. 

For the other ſort of Diſcoveries, which are 
lo very Obſcure, and yet fo exceeding Uſeful, 
that none but a Man of ſuch wonderful Sagaci- 
ty, and extraordinary Good-Humor as my Lord 
** Correſpondent is adorn'd with, cou'd 
ever have pry'd into ſuch deep Myſteries, or 
wou'd have condeſcended to Reveal them! To 


ay nothing of the Antients deriving both their p. 8. 


Religion and Polity from the Muſes Art, becauſe 
our Modeſt Writer tells us *tis known: The 


Muſzs, thoſe Angelical Ladies, whom a Man P. 19, 


may as rea ſonably Believe in, as in any Fairy 
whatever! Not to examine the SO MANY 
THOUSAND kinds of Worſhip inſtituted, all 


of them compatible and ſociable, till Chriſtia- 
pity broke the Peace. Not to inſiſt upon our 
Writer's Belief, that the great and learned Apo- p. 46, 
file St. Paul, found leſs Advantage (in making 
Lonverts). from the eaſy Treatment of bis Athe- 
man 
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nian, and other Heathen Antagoniſts, tha has 
from the ſurly and curſt 3 F the Jen; ¶ vr ſ 
tho he converted Multitudes among the Ge. bei 
tiles, and few, if any among the Ferws, if ve ¶ Swi⸗ 
will believe the Scripture; but not to inſiſt 0 
this, ſince my Lord * s Friend might lean 
better things from ſome choice Anecdote in his 
Lordſhip's Library. I ſhall only obſerve, tha 
if the New Account the Letter gives d 
r. 47- St. Pauls accommodating himſelf to the way o 
Wit, be true, then there is a very greatdifterenc 
between the Antient Way of Wit and Goal 
Humor and the Modern. The Letter tells u 
that the Apoſtle generouſly committed his Caul, 
to this Proof, before a Roman Court of Fudics 
ture in the Preſence of their Great Men and 
Ladies. And what was the Conſequence? for 
hereby will the difference between Old Wi 
and New appear. Why, Modern Ridicule ve. 
often provokes, and pretends to no more 
than to make us Merry: Whereas St. Pauls 
Diſcourſe was ſo well accommodated to the O 
caſion, that it made his very Judge tremble, 
convinc'd the Great Men and Ladies of bis I 
nocence, and almoſt perſuaded Agrippa to be 

a Chriſtian. It ſeems too that the Evangelitis i 
were miſtaken, in their Relation of the 7er. N. 
iſo Raillery to our Savior, when they call 
upon Him to Prophecy who it was that {mote 
Him; and when the Chief Prieſts and Scribe 
mocł d Him upon the Croſs, beſides all the 
Pageantry and Contumely He had ſuffer! 
from the Raman Soldiers: The Lerter- MH * 
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P. 29. 
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= Men! knew nothing of Blo9dſbed, Way, 

erſecntions and Devaſtations, but liv'd like 
harmleſs Lambs, without any other Force than 
that of Wit and Raillery] It is a Supernatwal 
Charity, even the Chriſtian Religion, which 
enjoyns us to follow Peace with all Men, vg 
Love our Neighbours as our felves, to Lowe 
our very Enemys, to return Good for Evil 
to fuffer the greateſt Injuries rather than d 
the leaft, and by no means to Revenge our 


* ſelves, tis this Religion that Has taug bi 1s the 


mw a mutnal Hatred to all Her 


way of plaguing one another moſt devoutly;, an 
2 J bom: | 
nity! What a luekly Thought, and a juſt one, 


is this, to aſcribe all the Sin that is in the 


P. 40. 


World, and by Conſequenee all the Miſery, the 
Natural Effect of Sin, to Religion! None enn 
deny it, provided our Writer will take in the Na. 
ture and Reaſon of things (for Iwon't offend hin 
with the Word Conſcience) to bear a ſhare inthe 
Miſchief. It being an undoubted Truth, that 
had there been no Law, there cou'd have been 
no Tranſgreſſion. And for the fame Reaſon, 
the Laws of the Land are theCaufe of all the 
Robberies and Thefts committed in it; ſince 
if there had been no fuch thing as Property, 
every Man wou'd have had a Right to ever 
thing he cou'd lay bis Hands on! | 

That Julian the Apoſtate 1009 a greatReſtram- 
er of Perſecution, is another Diſcovery : That he 


did not always Perſecute to Death, tho*hedid i 


ſometimes, is what Antient Story informs Us; 
the Reaſon: given for this Hypocritical Mild. 


nels 
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neſs is, becauſe ne envied Chriſtians the Glo- 
nf Martyrdom. But together with this 
than Trath, Story has it ſeems, f convey'd many 
and great Miſtakes ry > _ the accurate 

er has corrected! Julian : Reſumption of 
* Church Lands and Public Schools the Letter 


* acknowledges, but will not allow this to be 
bn, erbrution or at moſt but a ſmall. one: Tho 


* Marcellinus the Heathen Hiſtorian is angry * L. 22. 
n 0 ich him for denying the Children of Chri- . 

„e dans an Ingenuous Education. And as for See Scr. 
„% de pecuniary Mul& impos'd on thoſe who re- 2% _ 
; fuß d to facritice, and his exacting Money from Chap. 17, 
the Chriſtians; his excluding Men from Civil 13,19. alſo 
ind Military Offices, unleſs they wou d con- B. V. Ch. 
form to the Court - Religion; Disfranchiſing Ct 5, 15, 18. 
tys merely on a Religious account; to ſay no- 
hing of his putting Chriſtians in Priſon for 
finging of Pſalms, his Torturing others, and 
putting ſome to Death, as at Merus in Phry- 


Letter, 


lons which come arm'd with the ſpecious Pre- 


_ text of Matter of Fact; or if the Facts are true, 
11 che Ny are at leaſt no Perſecutions in the Opini- 
| nee n of our Letter-reriter. But no wonder that 
) ry ome Men have a peculiar Affection for Julian, 
gu. lnce he was an Entbuſraft, practis d Magic and 


Divination, by the Entrails of Birds and Beaſts, 
pas Wy even of Humane Bodys, pretending to Re- 
je}arions from Jupiter, and Viſions of the Pub- 
did le Genius; was a very great Wit, and Scoffer 
boch at GOD and Man. For beſides what he 
Mild A wote againſt Chriſtianity, which he had Hy- 
neſs Peocritically 


tigz theſe, it ſeems are mere Forgerys, Delw- p. 67, 68; 


- — 


als 


P. 29. 


to himſelf; But that Diviſion is better than 


thing elſe but Wit, ſheer Wit, ſince it is for ths 
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pocritically profeſs'd to ſerve his own turn, and 
when this was fſerv'd, became an open any 
malicious Apoſtate; beſides his Spite to Chri. 
ſtianity, he ſhew'd his good Humor ſufficient 
ly, by the Satyr he wrote upon all the Czſ; 
his Predeceſſors, not ſparing even the excel. 
lent Marcus Aurelius, | 1 

 THar the ſaving of Souls is nom the Herii 
Paſſion of exalted Spirits, and is become in ; 
manner the chief Care of the Magiſtrate, au 
the very End of Government it ſelf, is News that 
I am glad to hear. The Supreme Magiſtrate 
I verily believe, and ſo muſt all the World 
has nothing more at heart than the Saving her 
People all manner of ways, and being a We 
man, is truly and in good earneſt Religious 
But whether or no the Magiſtrates who G 
vern under her, take care to imitate her bright 
Example is a Queſtion. If they do, it wil 
become every Man to be Religious out of Fat 
or Intereſt, or at leaſt to keep his Profanels 


Union, that Harmony ariſes from Contrarietie, Wh... - 
as is intimated in p. 28, 29, that is, Muſe Nu g 
from Diſcords, is what may be receiv'd upon 
the Letter-Mriter's Credit, I dare not vouct 
my own for it. Logic, Mathematics, Phils 
phy and Divinity, are now Diſcover d to be n 


very Reaſon, that Magiſtracy can never 
to ſettle by Law a preciſe Orthodoxy in any one 

of them without ſpoiling it : For ſays the L. 
ter, p. 30. Ii a hard matter fot a Goyet 
ment to ſettle Wit, Tas 
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Tur Pannie muſt by no means be forgot- 

en, it makes ſo great a Figure in the Letter: 

6 which we owe the noble Diſcovery, that 


Clent hore are many Pan nics in Mankind | beſides P. 25; 
,&ſart reh that of Fear; the only one that our dull 
rc. Nore-Fathers took notice of. For ho Body, 


dare fay, before this Ingenious Writer ever 
bought of Pannic Love, Pannic Hope, Pan- 
ſoy, Pannic Admiration, Pannic Boldneſs, 
ind ſo forth! And that we may with goo 
Reaſon call EVERY Paſſion Patinic which is 
ld in a Multitude, and convey d by Aſpect, 


Vorl Bi, us it were by Contatt, or Sympathy, the 

ng ct Br 174+ takes pains to prove. Been Popular 

a Ne wy may be call d Pannic (p. 24.) and your 

5 ies, your Hems and Huzzas are as truly 

10 Cr Bb nic as any of the Paſſions fo lately dignt- 

151 d with that Title! | 

f Fear very much queſtion, ſays our Writer, v. 38, 44: 


whether any thing beſides IL. Humor, can be 
be Cauſe of Atheiſin. And Good Humor, as 
e tells us a little before, is the beſt Foun- 


* ion of Piety and True Religion. Now ſince 

1 ut . nor is with him a Grave, Seriiis, For. 
155 thing, and Good Humor conſiſts in Rail- 

phil and making Redrcule the menſure of eve- 
be 15 thing, by Conſequence your Grave, Seri- 
es Men are Atheiſts and your Witty Drolls 


od Buffoons the only Men of Religion; a 
otable Diſcovery! But that 1-Humor gives 
oF 7 Thoughts of a Supreme Manager, is 
Flat (I believe) many People have obſerv'd, 
Man in Good. Humor 5 like a Man in Place, 

he 
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P. 15. 


paſs upon us if we were Romaniſts ; of 
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he treats his GOD, as this does his Prince 
with profound Deference, ſo long as the hay 
py Seaſon laſts, and every thing goes as he 
wiſhes: But turn the Tables, and he who 
was once moſt Good and Gracious is all of; 
ſudden the Reverſe. No Invect ive again 
the Prince's Miniſtry is ſpar d, nor even- 
gainſt Providence it ſelf. So true, when ap 
ply'd to the Generality of Mankind, is tha 
which Satan very falſly ſaid of Fob, Put forth 
thy Hand, and touch him, and he will cuſs 
thee to thy Face. 

AND having mention'd Fob, I beg leawe 
to do him Juſtice, that his Memory may not 
ſuffer by Miſrepreſentations, as his Righte- 
ous Soul did formerly by the Inhumane 0. 
{age of his Unjurious and Unmerciful Friends 
The Letter will have it to be undeniabletha 
ob makes bold enough with GOD, and take: 
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his F. 
and [1 
o co 
Friend. 
any D 
liv'd in Japan, upon condition of partingſWerelz 
with our Bibles. But in 2 free Nation, ſidſiſude 7 
as ours, where Impoſture has no Privilege; i 
Writer who regards his Reputation, or hi 
any to loſe, muſt not on Strength of Meme 
ry, or Conjecture, or (what is of late thought 
n by Strength of Deſire affirm 
that which every body can diſprove. Fol 
tho' ſome bitter Complaints fell from Jo" 
which his Merciful Judge indulg'd to the In 
firmity of humane Nature, and his furp'' 
ſing and moſt grievous Afflictions; tho' ti 
EY | | _- vexatzov: 


his Providence roundly to task Which might 
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prince vexatious Calumnies, and falſe Applications 
ie hay of known Truths, with which his, hard- 
as he hearted Viſitants continually teiz d him, ex 
e who Mitorted ſome impatient and leſs conſider” d Exe, 
all of: preſſions from him in the Bitterneſs of his- 
again Soul; yet is he far, very far from any ſuch. 
VEN 1: xrofanc Freedom towards his Maker, as our, 
en ap Modern Wits allow themſelves. - On thecon- | 
is that {tray he vindicates Providence on the Conſi- 
it forth {eration of a Future State; Anſwers, all the, 
1 curſe (Objections againſt it, - which are; commonly. 1 


dawn from ſuch falſe Arguings, as the Short-, 
neſs of Mens Views and their ſenſual Melee 


+ lea 
nations expoſe them to. 


lay not 

ene We have indeed a Notable Inſtance of true 
ane U-Mfortitude and Magnanimity in Feb; and an, 
riend his Friends of that poor ſpirited Inſolence: } 
ble th end Inhumanity, with which the Proſperous. 
tali commonly conſole the Aﬀicted. - Hes, 
| ih fendt ſcorn'd him, as he complains; not for 
; ny Demerit, or Injuſtice in his hanas, but 


merely becauſe he was in Mitery, They: 
ade themſelves ſtrange unto him; theꝝ beat d 
w Words againſt, and. ſhook their Heads at 
him; they gap'd upon bim with their Mouths, 
ul ſmote Yi upon the Cheek reproachſully ; 5 
houghiMiat is, in Modern Phraſe, they Ridiculd 
afird Nun, And pretending to pay him a Vitit of, 
TofCondolance, yet were they not aſham'd tamagy! 
4 m Job 
the In 


parting 
, Fa 


ege, i 
Or ha 


Memo 


ho was already loaded with Mifery, and 
ſurprifÞ dig a Pit for ber Hiend; to tempt him 
ho tha uprens Reſentment and Uncharity g; 
Xatzou! L 2 by 


wh chemſcloes againſt hint; to overwhelm him 
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raiſing Expectations and Difappointing them 


theſe Great Men in the height of their Pro 


| asks no more than to be deliver'd from the 
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by their Barbarous Inhumanity. They deab 
deceitfully with him as a Brook, to which 
he elegantly compares them, running over 
with Love and Service when he had no oc- 
caſion for't, and failing him in the time of 
need. Yet was not this truly Heroic Sove. 
reign of himſelf and his Dunghit brought ſo 
low as to ſneak to them, he does not ak 
them to give him of their Subſtance; nor 
with humble Refignation ſubmit to the Supe, 
rior Wiſdom of Men, whoſe Art conſiſts in 


But he makes bold to equal himſelf even ta 


ſperity, when he was but a poor forlom 
Wretch, ſtript of every thing, even of the 
Comfort of a Faithful Compaſſionate Friend, 
And roundly tells theſe grave Maſters of Sen 
tences, fo ready to preſcribe to others, and 
ſo forgetful of their own Duty, that they 
were Forgers of  Lyes, and Phyſicians of w 
Value. The only Requeſt he condeſcendsto 
make them, is that they wou'd leave him ti 
himſelf, and let come on him what wou'd. He 


Impertinency and Importunity of Mercilels 
Mankind, that he might pour out his Com 
plaint to that Benign Being, whoſe Mercy. 
Infinite, as his Majeſty. 

PHVYSsICIANSs and their Patients are ex- 
tremely oblig d to our Letter-Writer, for his 
accurate account of the Natural Riſe of Va- 
pors, p. 25. And for his kind Intimation that 2, 

| Diſeaſas F* 
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Diſeaſes may be ſeen, and that Looks are in- 
fedtious, p 24. And leſt the Doctors in that 
Faculty, ſhou'd be fo ill-matur'd as not to pro- 


Diſeaſe as that which is caught as ſoon as 
ſzen, our Charitable Writer has kindly deli- 


11s e But yet ſo like a right Adept, and in 
ſuch Noble and Myſterious Terms, that 
there is no fear that a vulgar Reader will 
ever find out the Proceſs. Hear it then ; 
FOR againſt Serious Extravapancies and 
enetic Humors, there is no Remedy but 
HIS, ſays my Author; THIS will cer- 
tainly do! If you aſk what THIS is? En- 
quire, I pray you, of the Context, and it 
will tell you, that this Vit, this Libert 
this Raillery, one of them will infallibly 
the Buſineſs, but which of them, till you 
have ſought, and labour'd, and made a hun- 
"a Experiments, you are not like to 
now. | 
Tuts Period is indeed extremely worth 
one's Notice. Our Public Spirited Writer, 


m the 
rcilek 
Con. 
erqy d 


reſerve Mit at all in the World, for Univer- 
al Good, aſſures us, that the only way is to 
give Liberty to Wit; and that Vit can never 
e Ns its Liberty, where the Freedom of Rail 
vor his % it taten away, in ANY Caſe, as he de- 
of Ve- 
n that 
i ſeaſu FO 


Ly we can haue againſt the Impoſture of For- 
ty in ALL T «he hs: 
3 2. 


vide a Preſervative againſt ſo dangerous a 


In his great Zeal to ſave Men's Senſe and to 


I 65 


ver d the only Remedy againſt Splenetic Hu P. 31. 


lares elſewhere, when he aſks whas Secu- 
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fly the Rule, (the Ridicule,) in ANY 
THING? p. 19. Now ſuppoſe a Reader 
as zealous for the Liberty of Wit, as ny 
Lord ****s Friend; or his Lordſhip him. 
felf can be, and careful not to be led we. 
dulouſly into any fort of Belief, nor impo 


n by the Teſtimony of others; one who i 


P. ult. 


Rehearſal. 


a free Thinker, and neither Prieſt-ridden no 
Lord ridilen; finding no Commotion in hin; 
ſelf, nd Pannic that bewitches him, is afraid 
of 4 ſort of Enthuſiaſm of ſecond band, as he 
wery well may, my Lord's Correſpondent 
having after all, in ſome meaſure juſtify'd by 
thuſiaſm, and amm d the Word, (whether far 
#/21ſh- or Arabic, for a Rattle, or a Hobby: 
Horſe, it matters not) nay even pleaded u 
Imuilſa, as the beſt Apology he-cou'd male 
for his Letter e Suppoſe ſuch a Reader ſhou! 
aſk à Reaſon why that unlimited Freedom o 
-Railery' is ſb eſſential to the Liberty, and 
even to the very Being of Wit? Why, if ht 
will have a Reaſon he ſhall have a Reaſon; 
not a common one, but New: Wit, ſuch 2 
will Hlevata au Surprize, without Thinkn 
-andiSenſe the very ſame that little Bayes 
and others in Iulitation of him, are us'd u 
"rites fur ſomæ Perſons of Quality, and per 
liar Hriendt Hit ite, that underſtand whi 
Flame amel Power in Writing is. He hal 
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thors the Right to approve of what they de 
Enter therefore Reaſon, with your Uther 
FOR, and ſay why Wit can never have its p. 31. 
Liberty where the Freedom of Raillery is ta- 
ten away! See here ſhe comes; FOR againſt 
Serious Extravagancies and Spienetic Humors 
there is no Remedy but this! Admirably Rea- 
ſon d! Tenderton Steeple is the Cauſe of 
Godwin Sands. What a Multitude of in- 
comparable Arguments might be made after 
this Model! For Example, There is no ſuch 
thing as Religion, or none worth minding; 
FOR, 2 Letter has been writ concerning En- 
tbuſiaſn ! Laws and Government are mere 
Fables, or a very Nuiſance; FOR there 
have been Men who have deſpis'd their Au- 
thority and Power! Who wou'd not have 
fancy'd when that mighty FOR appear'd, 


67 


r ſhoud 
edom 0 
ty, and 
„ If he 
Neaſon; 


that the Letter was about to prove, that 
Wit is ſuch a Beaſt of Prey, as can't pöſſi- 
bly ſubſiſt unleſs it may ſeize upon every 
thing? But whether or no it be his Mean- 
mg, that every Man muſt be allow'd to do 


850 what is Right in his own Eyes, in order to 

\B yet preſerve that Liberty in Wit he pleads for, 

used u his Lord and himſelf may know; I hum 

1 pet bly confeſs, this Excellent Reafoning is a 

J wb Flight above my Apprehenſion. However, 

Te hal tho this Ingenious Writer, does not creep 

- Reaſi lervilely after Senſe, nor offer you a Format 9 
aw wi Reaſon; yet to ſhew his Good Humor he has 


done what's. full as well, given you, a Re- 
ape for the Vapors . 22 
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Bur whatever his Recipe may prove, hit 
way of Writing is without doubt incompe. 
rable. We have indeed, ſays he, full Pony 
over ALL OTHER Modifications of Spleen, 
p. 31. Common Authors, who gravely fol. 
low Senſe and Reaſon, do uſually refer their 
little Words, their THIS's, OTHER's, IT, 
and the like, to ſomewhat going before; 
The Letter is above ſuch Formality, and 
ſcorns a Reader who has not Wit to do 
ſuch little things himſelf, without an Au 
thor's Aſſiſtance, Therefore if you aſk the 
Context what thoſe OTHER Modification: 
are, over which we have no Power, at leaf 
not full Power; why it will anſwer, Seriow 
Extravagancies and Splenetic Humors / If this 
ſeems a fert odd to you, look higher for the 
OTHER excepted Modifications; and you 
will find, Raillery, Liberty and Wit in your 

way; and theſe, or nothing, muſt be the 
Enthufraſms, and Modifications of Spleen ove: 
which we have not full Power! 

As to Power, we have been ignorant of the 
full extent of the Magiſtrate's till the Letter 

0 appear d. For no Body, I dare ſay, ever ima. 
W Þ. xs, 28. gind that his Sword or Faſces had any thing 
1 to dg, either by way of curing or increaſing, Mi 
Convylons in Nature, Storms, Earthquakes, u AN 
other amazing Prodig ys ! A groſs piece of Ig-Mal: 

noxance ! the Letter informs us better. | For 
having aflign'd theſe, and other Melancholy Oc: 
eafjons, as the Caufe of the Ponnig and Vapor el 
P; 25; in the next Page he tells us, that for the 


Magifiras 
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„hit Wiprifirate to apply a Serious Remedy, wou'd 
mpa· Wei to encreaſe tbe VERY CAUSE of the 
own W:nmic and Vaporous Diſtemper / to bring 


Lawn more Storms, and Prodigys, to raiſe 
Erthquakes and Convulſions among us! 

To have 4 Notion, is a vulgar Expreſſions 
e who wou'd ſpeak Sublimely, muſt talk of p. 6a, 
wing ſettled with himſelf a Notion, For No- 


bleen, 
fol- 
their 
IT's, 
fore; 


and Nos, like Widows, are valu'd only according 
o do No their Settlement, they are nothing in them- 
| Au- Nelres, mere Idols of our Brains, and mean 
k the Who more than we think fit to have them. 
ation; WHence it is that the Letter, p. 40. wants a lit- 
t leaſt le Explanation. It tells us, that unleſs 2 Sa- 
eriou Ned Author in our Religion, had aſſur d us that 
If this e Spirit of Love and Humanity is above that 
or the Whf Martyrs, one might be a little ſcandaliz'd 
d you {Werbaps at the Hiſtory of many of our Primitive 
1 your {Wnfeſſors and Martyrs. 1 wou'd be glad to 
de the {ave his Opinion whether they acted accord- 
n over {ng to that Spirit of Love or not? If t 

Iid, where is the Scandal? If they did not, 
of the Where is Scandal, I confeſs ; but the Autho- 
Letter Wity of a Sacred Author is ſo far from excu- 
r ima. Ming it, that it is occaſion'd, or at leaſt hei 
ching ed by this very Authority, in that the 
eaſing, Nice appears ſo different from the Rule. 
zkes, , Ax honeſt Heathen might have been ſcan - 
; of Ig- Nad at Chriſtianity it ſelf, had it taught 
„ ForWvy thing Immoral or Inhumane; but not ſo 
h Ve puch at its Diſciples for Practiſing what their 
Laber, eligion tapght, On the other hand, by how 
for the 2 8 | | much 


. 
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P. 5, 6. 


Bu- Body in other Men's Martere, (a Fadi 
Cbriſtian, let him not be aſbam d. J his was the 


Manners in the World to entertain our Bet- 


— 
%» 


Ax ExnQuIRY- AFTER Wir. 


much the more Excellent its Precepts are, he 
wou'd be ſo much the more Scandaliz'd x 
the ContradiQory Lives of its Profeſſors. Bur 
G OD-' be thanked, our Primitive Confeſſor 
and Martyrs ſet no ſuch ill Example. I 


none of you ſuffer as an Evil-Doer, or us 


elld 
N orts 

entl, 
Vit c 
he P 
of En 
to be 1 
wer | 
| Sol Cc 
irate 
ſtrat 
hure. 
which 
os, 

ble ma 
0 be 

Under 
d an 
hed! 
there 
Doubt 
mality 
ſtrates. 
nor D 
manne 
tonal | 
in the 
cording 


ous Party-man) but if any Man ſuffer as 6 


Rule; and never was there any ſo faithfulh 
tranſcrib'd by ſuch 2 itude of Men and 
Women. If a few ignorant Zealots happen 
now and then, and it was but ſeldom, to for: 
get the Precepts of their Religion; they wer 
always diſown'd and cenſur'd by their G6 
vernors and Fellow-Chriſtians. 

Now for a little Manners ; If we' follor 
the Example the Letter gives us, tis the del 


ters with aſorr of Idle Thoughts, our Sleep 
ing or Waking Dreams! To let them knoy 
what they may, and what they may not 41; 
and what they muf? certainly have obſerv'; 
to tell-the World, we may juſtifiably treu 
them, teuth the Intimacy and Freedom of abu 
ſing all that's Sacred, and make them ib: 
Confidents of our Sins and Follys! This 151 
new way of Adureſs and Breeding, it mu 
be ond, and ſuch as Men of Quality wo!Wſhip ar 
not have endur d in former Ages. I ſtrate, 
Bur what if our Writer's Artillery doe means 
Religion, na manner of hurt, and is un : 
8 vel 


? 
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are, E Weld againſt Enthuſiaſm, as the Title im- 
112d «Forts? 1 with it may prove fo, for the poor 
8. Bu Centleman's fake ; for if it be otherwiſe, the 
Afeſſoß wit of his Letter will be no equivalent for 
. Ia be Profaneneſs: Let us ſee then his account 
f Enthuſiaſm. By p. 27. one wou d take it 
Fac. o be nothing elſe but Perſecution, from what- 
r er hand it comes, whether the Magiſtrate 


was the 
theull 


len and 
ippent 
to for: 
y wen 
eir Co- 


perſecutes the People, or they the Magi- 
Brate : For, ſays the Letter, to deny the Ma- 
rate a Worſhip, or tate away a National 
burch, is as mere Enthuſiaſm as the Notion 
which ſets up Perſecution. Whence it fol- 
ows, that whatever Privilege the good Peo- 
ve may claim, Magiſtrates muſt not pretend 


follow 
he bell 
ur Bei. 
Sleep 
1 knoy 
not dh; 
ſerv, 
y tred 
of abu 
em the 
his 184 
it mu 
7 woud 


Underſtandings ought to be ſuperior to thoſe 
d and contrary Storys, which (as it ſeems) 
ausge little Wits. They thou'd Nuom that 
there is a GOD, for if they Diſbelieve or 


mality in the World to Worſhip one. Magi- 
ſtrates, in a word, muſt neither be Atheiſts 
nor Deiſts, for theſe good People have no 
manner of occaſion for a Worſbip;.er a Na- 
tional Church, *twou'd be highly Ridiculous 
in them to pretend to any: Whereas, ac- 
cording to the Letter, a Church and a Wor- 
[ip are ſo abſolutely neceſſary to the Magi 
ſtrate, that he can't be without them, if he 
means to guard againſt Ent bisſiaſmn. 
ACE a une $5133; een 


Ac, 


y dos 
ly le 


vel 
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0 be out of rhe hearing of à Deity. Their P. 58. 


Doubt, it will be the moſt Ridiculous For- _ | 


172 
b. 82. 


E. 37- 


theiſts, (p. 80,81.) and my great Lord 


der that off Nations haue bad their Lymphe 
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A6A1N, there is a Noble Embuſiaſm, which 
is tbe Spirit the Philoſopher alot to Her 
Stateſmen, Poets, Orators, Muſicians, and eum 
Philoſophers — . nor can we forber 
aſeribing to it whatever is greatly perform] 
in wy of theſe ways. Who 00 d ae be 
found among ſuch good Company ! Nay I 
tbuſiaſm is ſo wonderfully Powerful and Ei 

as 1t may very well be, if it is a Ns 
rural Paſſion, that even Atheiſm it ſelf is m 
exempt from it. For, as ſome have well n. 
margu'd, there bave been Enthuſtaſtical 4 


himſelf has his Enthufraftic Friend, (p. ult 
And yet as Natural as Enthuſiaſm is in ont 
Pape, we are told in another, that it is4 
Diftemper ! As near a-kin as it is to Spe 
ſtition, and as much as it expoſes us to tt 
(p. 67.) a Philoſopher, no meaner Man that 
Lucretius, may bend the whole Force of Wl, 

Philoſophy againſt Superſtition, and yet lem. 
room for viſionary Fancy, and indirefily th . 
rate Enthuſiaſm ! With Reverence to Hs 
yroes and Statefmen, &c. be it ſpoken, Mak 
men is but another word for Enthuſiaſts, ſe 
p.70. Fanatics, and Drimkards too come u, 
der this Character; and therefore no wor. 


vics of ſome kind or other, (p.77.) There #0 
Melancholy which accompanys ALL Enthg, 
flaſm, (p. 21.) and a Devout Melanchoy # 
Emncbufiaſm, which requires more Deliberati 
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1 Thoughtful Practice, to fix it ſelf in & 
[-mper, and grow Habitual, than People who 
e all Air and Humor can afford: And yet 


= p neceſſary is this Devour Melancholy, or, if 
15 ou pleaſe, this Serious Temper, that one 
rl Wer" be deliver 4 from this Habis, but at the 
yh } Coſt of Inconſiderateneſs, or Madneſs. 
2 4. . 8 

75 o ; niſh our account of Enthuſiaſm, it is 


g different from true Religion, as Falſhood 
from Truth, Darkneſs from Light. For, 
ws the Letter, p. 81. Inſpiration is a REAL 
ling of the Divine Preſence, and Enthu- 
ul om 4 FALSE one. There is then fuch + 
. ing as Divine Inſpiration, quite contrary: 

n Viſions, otherwiſe our Writer's 
diftinion is groundleſs. Nor cou'd he, 
ith any tolerable Senſe, have diſtinguiſh's 
tween Ent higſtaſin, and Piety and true Reli- 


mY jon, as he does, not only when he tells us, 
%, Ancients rolevared Eutbuſiaſts of ol 
55 to nds, p. 28; Whereas every Body knows 


at Chriſtianity was cruelly Perſecuted, and 
Imetimes- by Philoſophical Emperors: But 
en more expreſly p. 25. And again, p. 35. 
alligning good Humor as the beſt Foun- 
tion Rob ion, and the be — ' 
anſt Ent huſia ſin; and after ſo plain a Di- 
inction, wo His Tr them 2 be to 
ntradid himſelf as well as Truth. The 
wine Preſence is Real, and Felt to be ſo, in 
ſeiration truly ſuch; whereas that Preſence . 
| | is 


choly > 
beratid 


— 2 __ "7 
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ment and Reaſon, he forgot himſelf fo: far: 
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is but Inagin d, or Pretended to in Enthy 
ſaſin. So that Divine Revelation is as di 
ferent from Enthuſiaſm, as any thing what 
ever can be from the. falſe and hypocritid 
Pretence to ĩt. The Letter pretends indem 
that Divine Inſpi ration cannot eaſily be dil 
guiſh'd, by ita 8 Marks, Hom Ently 
ſiaſin; and that the Paſſion they raiſe is muy 
alike. . Now I care not if for once I alloy 
him, that they are juſt as like as a Dream 
to what we Do and Say when awake: Ani 
if he will be ſo good Humor d as never u 


Eat and Drink but in a Dream, he will un A 
doubtedly give the World the ſtrongeſt Pro 4 
that may be, that engine 18 nothing: «ll 
but Enthuſiaſm. or it 

WHETHER or no his Deſi ign is to in 
nuate this, I pretend not to judge; but ee: 
J think muſt be allow'd, that if he meat al 
well, then either through Inconſ1der atene|Weligio 
and the Vanity of being thought a Wit; ance, 
through the Diſtemper of an Inſſam d Hue We 


nation, which had quite deſtroy d his Ju 


to make odious — And did m 
take care throughout his Letter; to diſti 

uiſh duly. between Religion and Enthuſiaſi 

ut has made ſeveral horrible Jumdbles 
which are not leſs Silly, than they are Fr. 
fane. After the manner of other little WI 
ters, who ſometimes through want of Sk1 


and ſometimes through, Craft and- ay 
aw 
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EnthyM&-ve their Reader in ſuch Confuſion, that he 
as dg not able to find any Meaning in the Diſ- 
g Wha urſe it ſelf, nor what tolerable Deſign it 
crit tives at. But if the Letter- writers Real 


eſpect for Religion, be no greater than his 
erformance in general ſpeaks it, then can't 
be deny'd, that Truth, the moſt Powerful P. 7. 
bing in 155 World, has ſo far over-rul'd him, 
| t9 force him-to-confefs that which quite 
rerthrows the F abric, and ſ poils ny. whole 
elgn of his Epiſtle. 


indem 
e dil 
Enthy 
is much 
I alloy 
Yream » 
e: An 
ever 0 
vill u. 
ſt Prov 
ng ele 


— 


And what a noble Plot is ſt] 
And what a brave Deſign is loſt ! 


or 1t ĩs to be ho p'd, that his Ridicule, MIS 
lard at firſt, li fallen at laſt where-it de- 
res: And that ſuch Poor and Ungentleman- 
ke, and even Unmanly ways of attacquing 


to nl 
Out thi 
Menm 


atenciſgeligion, as they ſhew the Malice and Inſo- 
Vit ; once, ſo do they at the ſame time expoſe 
Inge Weakneſs and Folly of its Adverſarys. 
s Frug 

0 far! 

did m 


„ diſti 


1uſiaſit 
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